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all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, to 
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us sts of British trade permit, replies cre given to o,: : | 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 17th January are 
given below. 

The output of 4,902,906 tons is very close to the 
record figure since 3lst May, 1919, of 4,910,106 tons 
for the week ended 20th December last. 

District. 27th Dec. Srd Jan. 10th Jan. 








l7th Jan. 








Northumberland 160,520 139,055 211,144 242 954 
SPORT Ie 431,336 469 ,300 624,490 683,392 
Yorkshire ................ 533 ,470 526,414 695,417 805.667 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales... 312,271 321,818 439 254 464 520 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ....... 373,049 465.066 578,118 593.577 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester ............ 260 649 265,924 543,95). 359.752 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 514,505 847,817 987 ,489 C89 487 
Other English  Dis- 
ea ee 62,562 76 370 101.346 104.214 
RR 684 241 384 590 559.514 661.540 
er 3,352.605 3.404.712 4.902 ,906 


4.540.725 











SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31. 
Tho tstal production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below :-— 


Tons. Tons. 

1919. September 27th 4,481,434 
May 3lst ...... 4,812,595 October 4th 2,871,610 
SS 4,644,034 October 11th 4,076,862 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 October 18th 727,465 
Same Bist ...... 4,736,841 October 25th ... 4,761,037 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 November Ist... 4,674,532 
Jule Sth ......... 4,728,588 November 8th ... 4,804,456 
July 29th. ...... 4,796,148 November 15th 4,679,402 
July 19th ...... 3,893,651 November 22nd 4,767,578 
July 26th ...... 9,537,954 November 29th 4,762,729 
August 2nd_... 3,614,776 December 6th 4,808,524 
August 9th ...... 2,642,895 December 13th 4,886,156 
August 16th 3,726,499 December 20th 4,910,106 
August 23rd 3,989,762 December 27th 3,352,608 
August 30th 4,354,983 1920. 
September 6th 4,509,863 January 3rd 3,494,603 
September 13th 4,489,816 January 10th ... 4,549,723 
September 20th 4,450,308 January 17th 4,902,906 





COPY RIGHT. 


PRITISH-AMERICAN EXTENSION OF 
TIME. 

An arrangement has been agreed upon by His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of the 
United States of America whereby the benefits of the 
United States Law of 18th December, 1919, entitled 
‘““An Act to amend Sections 8 and 21 of the Copy- 
right Act, approved 4th March, 1909,’’ will be 
extended to British subjects, upon the under- 
standing that an Order in Council under the Copyright 
Act, 1911, will be issued giving reciprocal advantages 
to American citizens. 

Under this Law, as it will apply to Pritish subjects, 
the time for accomplishing the formalities of the United 
States Copyright Law will be extended, until fifteen 
months after the date of the President’s Proclamation of 
Peace, for all works (not already republished in the 
United States) which have been first produced or 
published in His Majesty’s Dominions (except 
at present the self-governing Dominions) between Ist 
August, 1914, and the date of the President’s Procla- 
mation of peace. 

The proposed Order of His Majesty in Council under 
the Copyright Act, 1911, will make it possible for all 
works first published in the United States between Ist 
August, 1914, and the end of the war. and not 
already republished in His Majesty's Dominions, 
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to obtain the protection ot the Copyright Act trom 
and atter fide publication ot the work, not 
later than six months atter the end of the war, in any 
part of His Majesty's Dominions (except at present 
the self-governing Dominions), 

The necessary steps for obtuining the approval of His 
Majesty in Council to the proposed Order will be taken 
with the least possible delay. 

Attention mav also be called to the extension of term 
of ad interim copyright made by the amendment of 
Section 21 of the United States Copyright Law of 
4th March, 1909, which now runs as follows :— 

“See. 21.—That in the case of a book first published 
abroad in the English language on or after the date of the 
President’s Proclamation of Peace, the deposit in the Copy- 
right Office, not later than sixty days after its publication 
abroad, of one complete copy of the foreign edition, with a 
request for the reservation of the copyright and a state- 
ment of the name and nationality of the author and of the 
copyright proprietor and ot the date of publication of the 
said book, shall secure to the author or proprietor an ad 
interim copyright, which shall have all the force and effect 
given to copyright by this Act, and shall endure until the 
expiration of four months atter such deposit in the Copy- 
right Office.” 


hona 


SCIENTIFIC GLASSWARE. 


VOLUMETRIC TESTING AT THE 
PHYSICAL LABORATORY. 

The manufacture of volumetric scientifie glassware— 
burettes, pipettes, ete.—is an industry which was prac. 
tically non-existent in the United Kingdom before the 
war. During the war the industry was largely developed 
in this country, and it is most desirable that it should 
remain as a permanent British asset. To attain this 
end it is supremely important that British-made 
eraduated apparatus should be of reliable accuracy. In 
establishing a reputation for accuracy British manu. 
facturers realised the advantage of having _ their 
apparatus guaranteed by an impartial institution, and 
all users of such apparatus should know that it is now 
possible to obtain apparatus whose accuracy has been 
so verified. 

Volumetric glassware has been tested on a small scale 
at the National Physical Laboratory for the past 
fifteen years. With the growth of the industry in this 
country it was felt that the scope of the work should be 
widened. Consequently, in co-operation with manu. 
facturers and users of scientific glassware, a pamphlet 
was issued in July, 1918, containing regulations relat- 
ing to Class A tests, i.e., tests on apparatus required 
to be of the highest accuracy. A new building has 
just been completed at the Laboratory — specially 
equipped for dealing with this class of work on a large 
seale. 

At the outset it was urged that in addition to the 
tests already referred to provision should be made for 
testing apparatus intended to possess only commercial, 
or Class B, accuracy. Pending the settlement of a 
permanent scheme for commercial testing by State, or 
State-approved institutions, a m«atter which is now 
under the consideration of the Government, _ the 
National Physical Laboratory is now prepared to under. 
take Class B tests at the request of manufacturers 
and others, such tests being carried out for the time 
being at Teddington. It is hoped eventually to arrange 
for this work to be done at local centres. 

The Class A tests are designed for vessels intended 
to possess the highest accuracy required for scientific 
use, but the limits of error assigned for the Class 8 
tests are those with which all graduated apparatus of 
good commercial quality should comply, and ae 
necessary for the attainment of satisfactory results 
ordinary routine analysis. A full aecount of the tole 
anees allowed, methods of test, details of construction, 
test fees, etc., is given in the new edition of the Labora 
tory Test Pamphlet relating to ‘‘ Volumetric Tests 0 
Scientific Glassware,’’ published in November, 191%. 
Copies of this pamphlet, which was drawn up in Co 
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gperation with both manufacturers and users of yvolu- 
metric apparatus, may be obtained free of charge on 
application to The Director, The National Physical 
Laboratory, Teddington, Middlesex. 

The attention of users of scientific glassware is par- 
ticularly directed to the provision made for testing this 
apparatus, as it is felt that the existing facilities for 
obtaining standardised volumetric apparatus are not 
sufficiently widely known. In the event of users of 
apparatus requiring tests other than those provided for 
‘1 the pamphlet the Laboratory is always prepared to 
make special arrangements to meet the particular 
requirements of any special work, | 

By making full use of the facilities offered for testing 
volumetric glassware, users will ensure that they have 
reliable apparatus without having to make special 
arrangements to cheek their own deliveries, and more- 
over will indirectly tend to maintain a high standard 
of production throughout the whole industry. 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTERER. 

The fourteenth meeting of the Investigation of Prices 
Standing Committee was held on 22nd January. It 
was decided to appoint Sub-Committees to investigate 
costs and prices of Building Materials and Vinegar. 
Mr. W. H. Peat was appointed as the Committee’s 
representative on the Advisory Committee which is 
being set up by the Controller, Profiteering Act 
Department, 

The tenth meeting of the Motor Fuel Sub-Committee 
of the Prices Committee was held on the same date. 
Evidence was given by expert witnesses on the costs 
of production and distribution of Benzole. 

The second meeting of the Tools Sub-Committee of 
the Prices Committee took place on the same day. The 
Secretary was instructed to obtain further comparative 
statistics covering the years 1914-1920. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees took 
January as follows :— 

Felt Hats Sub-Committee of the Prices 
Second meeting, held at Midland Hotel, 
Evidence was given by four trade witnesses. 

Drugs Sub-Committee of the Prices Committee. Sixth 
meeting. Further consideration was given to the Report 
on Aspirin. 

Salt Sub-Committee of the Committee on Trusts. Third 
meeting. Evidence was given bv Salt Manufacturers. 

Preliminary Investigation Sub-Committee of the Com- 
plaints Committee. Eighth meeting. Twelve complaints 
were considered. Four of these were dismissed, one was 
referred to the Controller, Profiteering Act Department, 
for advice, and seven were sent forward for hearing bv 
Tribunals. These relate to Candles, Linseed Oil, Soap 
(two), Turpentine, Vinegar and White Lead. 








place on 3rd 


C‘ommittee. 
Manchester. 





PROPERTY BELONGING TO GERMAN 
SUBJECTS. 

Now that the Treaty of Peace with Germany has 
come into force the Board of Trade again draw atten- 
tion to the Order in Council under the Peace Treaty 
with Germany (Treaty of Peace Order, 1919)—copies of 
which may be had upon application to His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office— under which all the property, rights 
and interests which are situate anvwhere within the 
British Empire belonging to German nationals at the 
(ate when the Treaty came into force, irrespective of 
where the owner or owners may be resident, are charged 
lor the purpose of securing the claims made by British 
nationals with regard to their property in Germany and 
debts owing to them by German nationals. 

The charge does not extend to any property which 
may have been acquired under the Board of Trade 
veneral Licence dated 12th July last authorising the 
tesumption of trade with Germany. 

The Order provides that no person shall transfer or 
tea] in any way with any property subject to the charge 
without the consent of the Custodian, and every person 
who owns or controls any such property must com- 
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municate the fact to the Custodian within three months 
unless particulars have already been furnished to him 
in accordance with the Trading with the Enemy Acts. 

If any person is asked to pay any money or deal 
in any way with property which he has reason to sus- 
pect is subject to the charge, he must immediately 
report the matter to the Custodian, and comply with 
his directions. Any person who fails to comply with 
the provisions of the Order is liable to penalties. 

The authority already given to Bankers to allow, 
without licence, German subjects resident in this 
country to withdraw from their balances sums not 
exceeding £20 in any one month remains in force. 





INDICATIONS OP ORIGIN ON GOODS. 

The Merchandise Marks Committee, who are investi- 
cating the questions of the marking of goods with indica- 
tions of origin and the utility and effect of national and 
similar trade marks, met at the Poard of Trade on 
Thursday and Friday, under their Chairman, Mr. Harry 
Greer, M.P., for the purpose of taking evidence. 

Mr. Riordan, of the Irish Industrial Development 
Association, dealt in particular with the Irish National 
Trade Mark, which has been in use since 1907. Messrs. 
Hogan and Whyte, of the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland, gave evidence as 
to the action which has been taken to prevent non-Irish 
products from being sold as “‘ Irish,’’ and suggested 
further steps to that end; and Mr. Haygarth Brown, of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, dealt with 
the prevention of the false marking ot British horti- 
cultural and agricultural produce. Suggestions regard- 
ing the marking of incandescent gas mantles were put 
forward by representatives of the manufacturers and 
workpeople in the industry. 





AMENDMENT OF THE DANISH PATENT LAW 

Attention may be called to the provisions of the 
Danish Law amending the Law of Patents, which was 
passed on 22nd December, 1919. 

This Law empowers the Minister of Commerce, upon 
terms to be fixed by him, to restore patents which 
have been cancelled since Ist August, 1914, by reason 
of non-payment of fees or for non-working; to extend 
the term of a patent by .a period not exceeding 5 years 
where the patentee has been prevented by the war from 
exercising his rights; and to reconsider any applica- 
tion the consideration of which wag suspended between 
Ist August, 1914, and the end of 1919 owing to cfficial 
communications remaining unanswered. 

The benefits of this Law may, subject to reciprocity, 
be extended by Royal Decree to subjects of other 
countries. 

Copy of a translation of the Law may be inspected 
in the Patent Office Library, 25, Southampton Build- 
ings, W.C. 2. 


’ 





SHIPS’ LIGHTS. . 





APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE, 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed a 
Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. Clifford C. 
Paterson, O.E.E., M.Inst.C.E., M.I.E.E., to consider 
whether, in order to secure that Ships’ Lights shall 
comply with 'the requirements of the International 
Collision Regulations, it is desirable to lay down 
standards for the lights, or any parts of them; and, if 
so, to advise what those standards should be, and what 
is the best methcd of securing compliance with them. 

Mr. J. W. T. Walsh, of the National Physical 
Laboratory, and Mr, A. §. Hoskin, of the Board of 
Trade, will act as Joint Secretaries to the Committee. 

Any communication with regard to the matters to 
be considered by the Committee should be addressed 
to the Secretary, Ships’ Lights Committee, Board 
of Trade, Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH 
TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its com- 
mand an extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which 
comprises the Commercial Diplomatic and Consular 
Services in Foreign countries, and Trade Commissioners 
and Imperial Trade Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all 
subjects of commercial interest is received at the Depart- 
ment, where it is collated and classified in a torm con- 
venient for reference, and is available to any British 
trader upon personal or written application to the 
Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
London, S.W. 1. 

The information at the disposal of the Departinent is 
of a widely varied nature, and includes such matters as 
the following: Sources of suppiv; prices, etc., of trade 
products ; Foreign and Coloniai contracts open to tender ; 
openings for British trade abroad; general conditions 
prevailing in overseas markets; demand for particular 
articles abroad; nature and extent of competition, and 
suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribution and 
marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad; firms at home engaged in particular lines of 
business; Foreign and Colonial importers of British 
goods; firms or individuals considered suitable to act 
as representatives or agents for British firms; Foreign 
and Colonial Tariff and Customs regulations; statistics 
of Import or Export; forms of Certificates of Origin; 
regulations concerning commercial travellers, Consular 
Invoices, etc. ; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and 
commercial] products, are constantly being received from 
abroad and are available for inspection by British 
traders at 3, Guildhall Court, London, E.C. 2. 











METHOD OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the 
applicant may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade 
Commsisioners or Imperial Trade Correspondents in 
the Pritish Empire, and to H.M, Commercial Diplo- 
matic or Consular Officers in Foreign countries, but 
it is generally advisable to communicate in the first 
instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1, as the informa- 
tion required is frequently already in the possession of 
the Department, and the delay involved in communicat- 
ing with the Officers abroad can therefore often be 
avoided. Should the information required not be avail- 
able in London, the Department will make all necessarv 
enquiries abroad on the applicants’ behalf. ; 

When making application for information enquirers 
should clearly specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is 

required ; 

The precise kind of goods, and, 
(3) The particular points in regard to which in- 
formation is sought. 

_ By following this method of making their enquiries 
as specific as possible, applicants will materially assist 
the Department In Its endeavour to supply the precise 
information: required, 


(2) 
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CONGESTION AT (¢ INSTANTINOPLE 
rer any : ommereia] secretary at Constantinople tele- 
srapnhs that, in view of local eondit} : 

Ww of loc: nditions an ‘AVY 
stocks 9 HWSsine \ i oe : = ' d of heav) 
moons, @ Dusiness crisis is expected, and suggests that 
firms would do well to curtail their exports to Con- 
as . ; ‘ ia 
stantinople for the present, especially as regards textiles 
of all kinds, some Classes of which are selline 20 per 
*o> . ie r.? ‘ : ’ ° ,. _ iis 
cent, cheaper than in the United Kingdom. 
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Special Articles. 





THE WEIGHT OF EXPORTS. 


PRE-WAR AND POST-WAR ESTIMATES. 

An attempt has been made by the Statistical Depart. 
ment of the Board of Trade to estimate the weight of 
Pritish produce and manufactures exported during 1919 





the first complete year since fighting ceased, and & 


to make a comparison with the weight exported during 
1913, the last complete year of peace before fighting 
began. Corresponding figures for 1917 and 1918 have 
also been calculated for purposes of comparison, though 
the principal interest is naturally in the exports of 
1919 and 1915. 

It is pointed out that though comparison 1s inevit- 
ably made between 1919 and 1913, yet the latter year’s 
results were not really representative of our pre-war 
trade. A decline in trade was developing during the 
second half of that year (1913) in certain inportant 
branches of industry, a decline which obscured to some 
extent the normal increase in the export trade which 
characterises the second half of any year in comparisoy 
with its first half. 

THE Broap Resu rs. 

Betore examining the weights of exports in detail 
we will give the broad results of the investigation. The 
total weights of the exports of British produce and 
manufactures in the vears under consideration are as 
tollows :— | 


Toran WeicuTr (THOUSANDS OF Tons). 
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23,44 ‘ 22,627 
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1919. | 1918. | 1917. | 1913. 
Ist half. 2nd half. | | | Ist half. | 2nd half 
39,212 | 44,794 | 44,234 | 46,936 


46,104 39,212 | 44,794 


ee —$$$_______- ——————— —— — ————_— 


If these weights of exports during 1917, 1918 and 
1919 are compared with those of 1913 in the form of 
percentages we get the following results :— 


WEIGHTS OF ExporTs AS PERCENTAGES OF 1913. 


ee eee 
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1919 1918 1917 

Ist half. 2nd half. 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. : Per cent. 
53°1 48-2 43°0 | 49°] 
50 °6 | 43-0 | 49°] 


In weight the total exports of 1919 were not mor 
than 50°6 per cent. of the weights exported in 19 
In the first half of last year the exports were 03'1 pe 
cent. of those for the first half of 1913, but this rate 
was not maintained during the second half. Te 
falling off during July—December must be attribute 
to the decline in the quantity of coal exported durig 
those months. 

CoaL Exports. 

The moment one considers the exports of the Unite 
Kingdom in bulk one realises the conspicuous pat 
played by coal. In 1913 the weight of coal, coke, a 
manufactured fuel exported was 84 per cent. of the 
weight of all goods exported in that year, the seco 
half of the year showing a small fractional increase © 
the first half. In 1917 the quantity of coal, et 
exported fell to less than one-half, and in 1918 to 
than 45 per cent. of the 1915 quantity, while m 19)! 
there was a recovery to a little over 50 per cent., wihict 
doubtless would have been sensibly greater but for # 
mining strike in Yorkshire during the summer, 
subsequent railway strike, and the disorganisalié 
following on the introduction of the seven-hour 4) 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES— continued. | SPECIAL ARTICLES --continued. 
In spite of this reduction in absolute quantities, the | : 
proportion of total exports (weight) represented by coal 1919. | 1918. 1917. it 3. 
, : ; a ; 3 ; st half 9 if . ‘ 
was maintained in 1917 and increased by 3 per cent. in ist half 2nd hal: lst half 2nd half 
1918, but in 1919 it was less than in 1913 by about | (Tu! ovsaN DS oF TolNs.) 
seven-tenths of one per cent. Textiles .. — 371 524 710 470 457 
Al't- ' : —_ "1 i + Tron and Steel 1016 1,219 , 1,607 2,329 | 2,505 2,441 
4 , , OF OAL ANT “CEL Ix ORTE LOUSANDS OFT INS). & & ee , ; , ( ’ petra fp totie 
of nt OF SE AN REE THRONE (EMSNTA TES CF TO). Chemicals .. 838 688 1,099 1,143 | 1,053 ‘966 
19 ae | All Manufactures 2,773 3,245 4,230 5,807 | 5,524 | 5,207 
“ & L919, 1918. 1917. 19138. | 
ind = jst half. | 2nd half. Ist half. 2nd half oreoueneteaenannnt emirate 
- Ist halt. nd ha f ie ot | WEIGHTS IN PERCENTAGES OF 1913. 
Ine : ———e——_ ee ee _ ee ciate tea aa _ 
no 19,995 18,470 34,174 37,801 37,048 39,639 
i eee : 1919. 1918. 1917. 
Ave : Ee 88 465 34,174 287 80] 76,687 | ist half Ind half 
ihe — 7 — eee ‘ «| =" $1-2 56°6 76°6 
of CosL AND FurL aS PERCENTAGES oF ToTsaL Exrorts. Iron and Steel ae 40°6 49°9 39-5 47°] 
“ ns ss Chemicals - - 72°6 71°2 54°4 56°65 
? LO da, }9; Ss. 1917. LOLe. All Manufactures i 50 °? il *h 39°? 70°S 
vite ; Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
u's 83 43 87°15 84°39 S4°11 Foon. 
ts : War Sacrifice oF Coat, Exports. The food group (with which is classed Tobacco) con- 
Lhe & . . ; | ribut nly 2°3 per cent. by weight to the exports 
| Another feature connected with coal is the extent to t ibuted only by per cent. D} eight tc > ee 
anit . . Te nepesa tanh dete in 1913, and naturally during the war these exports 
which our long-distance and Mediterranean trade was ‘ 
ine “ F L were curtailed more than any others, the exports for 
sacriiced during the war, as will be seen from the ' ns . 
ich Coster gattienien of the exncst of coed, cske. snd 1918 being only 17°6 per cent. of those for 1913. 
"ins! arvoiculialrs © CAPO! al, POKES, all ° . . 
—— ewe ee "a “a Details for 1919 and 1913 are given below :— 
manufactured fuel to various countries:— 7 
1913. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1919. 1913. 
In Thousands of Tons be | | n , THOUSANDS OP Tons. 
. France.. -.  «. 13,0384 19,283 18,254 — 17,902 Corn and Flour... ws 131 465 
tal Algeria ~~ ae 714 206 632 | Meat .. .. «2 «.  s. 5 WV 
The B 386 Tunis .. a a 969 597 500 17 | Other Foods .. ‘i - - 129 1,599 
& Italy. iyi _. 9,967 4.562 4 204 4,858 | Tobacco ee ed “8 s 1k 15 
ef SS 1,582 1,705 1,688 | arene eneapee 
— Canaries rs ‘< 1,117 39 — 262 | Sab 2,096 
. wirt a Fe 9) a > 
_. a — tn ae pe a | The class of manufactured goods classed as “* other 
ee ee ay 3 wt pats Ps ‘. - { ’ eS. " . 
al 707 210 397 693 foods ’’ constituted over 76 per cent. of the group in 


= oa re , 794 200 168 215 1913 and over 83 per cent. in 1919, and their total 
a weight has recovered to over 453 per cent. of the pre- 
war amount compared with a recovery to 41°8 per cent. 
for the group as a whole. There was also an increase 
in the export of ‘* other foods ’’ of nearly 25 per cent. 
in the second half compared with the first half of the 
year. 


MANUFACTURED GooDs. 

. Manufactured goods formed rather less than 12 per 

33 cent. of the total weight of exports in 1913. In 1917 

nn and 1918 the distribution was affected by the varying 

' extent to which goods for warlike purposes were shipped 

—f® toour Allies. The first six months of 1919 were naturally 

| affected by the disturbance of industry caused by the 
»f transition of our factories to peace production and by 

, demobilisation, while in the latter part of the year AMERICAN OIL SHALES. 

labour troubles, high cost of coal, congestion at ports, 

and difficulties arising out of adverse exchange pre- 

—-§ vented the fullest use being made of the return of our WASHINGTON. 

factories and ships to their normal occupations. 

Nevertheless, the weight of manufactured goods 











(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 


There appears to be little reason to doubt that the 
manufacture of oil from oil-shale is destined, in the not 


exported rose in the first SIX months of last oe to ome- very distant future, to assume in the United States a 
half, and in the second six months to nearly 62 per meme prominent place than it now occupies, 
ma cent. of the export of 1915. This increase was well oe inenieaeS ) ‘Pp awcpor: 
distributed amone the various classes of goods, the KEQUIREMENTS OF MoTor TRANSPORT. 
265 proportions by weight of the exports for the second half- The consumption of mineral oil and its derivatives is 
“ year of 1919 to those of the corresponding period of increasing rapidly. In the automobile industry alone 
13 1913 being :—TIron and Steel, 50 per cent.’; Textiles, 81 it was esumated that there would be 7,602,000 auto- 
C per cent. : ( hemieals. 71 per cent. : other manufactures. mobiles, either passenger or commercial, officially listed 
69 per cent. ; all goods, 61°6 per cent. The second half in this country, on 3lst December, 1919, which would 
ce of 1919 also showed a considerable increase over the be an increase of about one and a-quarter million above 
Le first half, except in the case of chemicals, drugs. those of 1918, and this in spite of a shortage owing to 
ited colours, manures, ete., where the second half year was the inability of the manufacturers to meet the demand. 
ing about 18 per cent. below the first half vear. This The number of motor trucks is estimated between 
decline, however, is entirely accounted for by a redue- 600,009 and 700,000, and this number will doubtless 
tion of nearly 213,000 tons in the exports of coal-tar rapidly increase, owing mainly to the impetus given 
ted pitch. During the war there took place a great expan- to motor transport by the congestion of the railways 
or sion in our shipments of pitch to France and also to under war conditions, which showed the advantage of 
21! the Netherlands, and some relaxation appears to be now this system to those desiring prompt delivery. 
th taking place. The other goods included in the class According to automobile makers, passenger car pro- 
Bt showed an increased exportation exceeding 15} per duction should reach 1,700,000 this year, and it is 
ye cent. in quantity. Just as on an earlier occasion Sir R. estimated that when there are 6,000,000 cars in use 
te Giffen considered himself justified in relying on the there should be a renewal demand of about 1,000,000 
vt movement of chemicals as affording an indication of the cars annually, besides new orders. 
je aes et ee eee According to the “‘Annalist ’’ of 17th November, the 
ih _  SEESEEES, [RON AND STEEL, CHEMICALS. use of oil as fuel for ships is also rapidly increasing. 
the Below we give detailed figures of the weight of The United States Shipping Board has abandoned the 
jo! exports in the important categories of textiles. iron and coal-burning ship, and 636 out of 720 vessels under 
ay Steel, and chemicals in thousands of tons. together with construction for the Emergency Fleet Corporation will 


the weight of all manufactured goods exported :— be oil-burning. The former German liners are being 
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converted to oil-fuel consumption; the fleet of the 
Atlantic, Gulf and West Indies Steamship Company, 
totalling 274,461 deadweight tons, is being modified 
so as to use oil-bunkers, while several British gteam- 
ship companies have already withdrawn many of their 
ships for similar alterations. Almost all vessels now 
building for private or Government account in the 
United States are to burn oil, and it is estimated that 
one-third of the tonnage on British ways will not be 
cntirely dependent on coal. The United States Govern- 
ment has quite recently acquired or opened oil-fuel 
storage centres for its Navy at Panama, St. Thomas, 
Azores, Biserta and Manila, whereby its numerous war- 
ships, almost all of which are oil-burning, will have 
tue] stations independent of the available supplies and 
bases of other nations, 

These details are sufficient indication of the increased 
extent to which mineral oil will be required in future 
for transport purposes; but, in addition, the question 
of air traffic must be taken into account, as well as 
the use of oil as a motive power in many factories and 
smaller plants, farm-tractors, motor-boats, etc. 

AMERICAN RESERVES OF OIL. 

Those who used to consider the oil supplies of the 
United States as practically inexhaustible had not 
forseen the manifold uses to which oil is now put. A 
report, issued in the latter part of May, 1918, by the 
United States Bureau of Mines, however, stated that 
the underground reserves of the United States are 40 
per cent, exhausted, while production from drilling has 
probably nearly attained its maximum. This view 


is eorroborated by hy report issued this vear by 
the Smithsonian Institute, entitled ** The Energy 


Resources of the United’ States: A Field for Recon- 
struction,’’ which calculates, basing its figures on .a 
population of 100,000,000, that the per capita produc- 
tion of petroleum in 1917 was 3:4 barrels, the amount 
mined from 1859 to 1917 was 42 barrels, and that the 
underground reserve available under present methods 
of mining was 70 barrels in 1918. The report of the 
Smithsonian Institute, commenting on these figures, 
states that such statistics do not take into account that 
‘the consumption of petroleum, to say nothing of 
population increase, is growing from year to year at 
i strong rate, so that a continuation of the present 
tendency would exhaust the petroleum remaining in an 
alarmingly short period of time.” 
ProBABLE DATE OF EXHAUSTION. 

It further emphasises that the petroleum reserves 
may be and are estimated within a very reasonable 
margin of error, and that the most generous allowance 
ot margin, to cover possible under-estimates of future 
discoveries, does not materially change the situation 

It is estimated in the report of the Bureau of Mines, 
of May, 1919, that the demand will reach 800,600,000 
barrels per annum by 1927, and all known, and probably 
all existing underground reserves in the United States 
will be exhausted by 1928. 

The Smithsonian Institute Report, however, points 
out that the present tendency cannot persist to the 
point of even approximate exhaustion, as conditions, 
naturally arising, such as price increase, growing im- 
ports, etc., will relieve the tension and spread the 
remaining supply over a greater number of years. 

DEVELOPMENT OF OIL SHALES. 

The question is rather one of the stress occasioned 
when the resource is unable to meet the demand, and 
it is probable that the oil-bearing shales of the United 
States will serve to take the place, in due time, of the 
oil-wells which now are responsible for the entire 
domestic output of this country. That this is so, is 
recognised by the United States Government, which 
has taken steps to reserve for naval purposes about 
132,000 acres of shale country, of which 45,440 acres 
are in Colorado, and 86.584 in Utah. 

The report of the Bureau of Mines of Mav, 1918, has 
been followed by another of August, 1919, dealing with 
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the oil-producing possibilities of the oil shales of North. 
Western Colorado. 

These shales, including those of the adjacent States 
of Wyoming and Utah, are richer in recoverable oil than 
the Seottish shales, which are now being worked, and 
which, indeed, are the most important in this industry 
in the world, at the. present time; they are also 
estimated to be of approximately equal nitrogen con- 
tent, which is a measure of recoverable ammonia, and 
are, furthermore, of greater thickness and more easily 
mined than those of Scotland. 

The Scottish shales, also, are mined underground, 
on a system similar to coal-mining, while the Colorado 
shales are susceptible to surface operations. 


Tine COLORADO SHALES. 

The oil-bearing stratum in Colorado is estimated by 
the United States Geological Survey to be, en an 
average, 1,50U feet thick, although one cannot assume 
that this is all commercial shale. ‘© Cominercvial ”’ 
shale is counted as producing about one barrel of oil 
to every ton of rock, and shale capable of produciry on 
this basis has been variously estimated to range from 
50 feet to several hundred feet in thickness, though a 
conservative average would probably be around 50 feet, 
This would mean that each acre would contain 110,000 
tons of commercial shale, equivalent to the same 
number of barrels of oil. 

The strata lie in high mountains, rising for many 
hundreds of feet above the surrounding country, and by 
far the larger part of this district is now quite 
inaccessible, from a commercial point of view. Certain 
sections contain well-built roads, and are adjacent toa 
trans-continental railroad, while the country contains 
readily available supplies of timber and water tor operat- 
ing purposes. But to many of the canyons in which 
the shale is found, there is no outlet by which a shipping 
point can be reached, though, as the industry developed, 
there is no serious or insurmountable difhiculty in the 
way of a gradual increase and improvement of these 
facilities. Althouch, as stated, the Government has 
claimed some of the shale land as a naval reserve, the 
remainder of the accessible districts in Colorado, Utah, 
Wyoming and Nevada has been acquired by right of 
location, and is now held by individuals and companies, 
nor is any known shale land of commercial value now 
available for further location. 

In both Coleradostand Utah there appears to be a 
certain proportion of gilsonite in the shale fields, as 
well as a brown formation similar in appearance to 
silsonite, which may proye to be of considerable com- 
mercial value. 

Though Utah has a larger area than Colcrado, the 
strata in the latter State appear to be larger, and to have 
« larger proportion of oil. 

Wyoming has a larger area than either Utah or 
Colorado, but with smaller and poorer strata; while 
Nevada, though the smellest in area, has some rich 
places, and good workable veins, besides carrving some 
phosphates, a feature lacking in Colorado and Utah. 

MetHop OF WORKING. 

None of these shales, which are known as the Green 
River Formation, contain free liquid oil. They contain 
altered organic matter from which the crude oil must 
be produced by heat, the process known as destructive 
distillation. ‘lhe oil leaves the shale as a boiling liquid 
rapidly passing tinto the form of vapour, which must 
quickly pass out of the retorts, otherwise there would 
be an undue formation of permanent gas at the expense 
of oil, owing to decomposition of the latter. 

The distillation must be carried on at the lowest 
temperature consistent with the complete eduction of 
the oil and its conversion into vapour, so as to ensure 
the maximum amount of oil and the minimum of fixed 
or permanent gas. 

Marketing and operating conditions in the United 
States will differ considerably from those abroad. Else 
where, but not in Seotlond, a fuel, foreign to the shale, 
is use] for heating the retorts; mining is done mostly by 
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hand-drilling ; expense is incurred in bringing the shales 
from the underground beds to the surface, and there 
is a convenient market for the permanent vas products. 
In the United States almost the reverse of such con- 
ditions will exist. 

The gas produced will probably be in excess of the 
amount required tor retorting purposes, and without 
any couvenient market ; mining will be done by machine 
drills driven by electricity or compressed air; the shale, 
being on high land, can be delivered by the use ot 
cravity, to the retorting plants; and, the strata being 
larger, a cheaper breakage will be possible; so that, 
though wages will probably be higher in the United 
States than abroad, the conditions will enable the shale 
ty be mined ata less cost per ton. 

Ammonium sulphate will be a valuable by-product-— 
probably about 10 Ib. per ton from some of the shales—- 
and it is expected to use the spent shales (the disposal 
of which has always been a difticulty in Scotland, and 
an item of expense) as fertiliser, as they contain from 
0:5 to 6 per cent. of nitrates and small quantities of 
potash and phosphoric acid. 

All this, however, is in the future, for the matter has 
never passed the experimental stage, and there are hot 
at present any conmnercial oil-shale plants operating In 
the United States. 


WOOL: PRICES AND PROFITS. 


FINDINGS OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE. 

On 2nd December last a Sub-Committee of the 
Standing Central Committee (Profiteering Act) was 
set up to investigate the cost of production and 
distribution of Wool, ‘Lops and Yarns ut all stages ancl 
the profits arising therefrom. The members of the Sub- 
Committee were us tollows: 








Members otf the Centra! Committee :— 

The Hon. Horace Woodhouse, C.b.E. (Chairman 

Mr. William Crowther. 

Mr. Arthur J. Hill. 

Mr. Arthur Kemp. 

Mr. William Mackinder, 

Mr. Meredith IF. Titterington, 

Mr. Ben. Turner. 

Mr. Wilfred Turner. 

Mr. Sidney Webb. 

Mr. E. F. Wise, C.b. | 
Appointed by the President ot the Foard of Trade :—- 

Mr. F. J. Barnes. 

Mr, George Garnett. 

Mr, H. Norman Rae, M.P. 

Mr. Arthur E. Raper. 

Mr. Isaae Smith. 

Mr. R. F. Smith. 

Mr. J. W. Suteliffe. 

The Sub-Committee decided to deal separately with 
the three subjects of their terms of reference, taking 
them in the order set out above. On the subject of 
Wool they approached the British Wool Federation and 
the East Indian Wool Trade Committee, and received 
from these sources much valuable statistical informa- 
tion. They also Wad the benefit of a very complete 
resumé by Sir Arthur Goldfinch, K.B.E.. Director of 
Raw Materials, covering the whole field of the British 
Government’s dealings in Wool. Sir Arthur Goldfinch 
was good enough to accept the invitation of the Com- 
mittee to attend before them, and he amplified at the 
interview the information which he submitted in 
writing. Much of the history of the Wool Control has 
already appeared in the ‘‘ Journal,’’ and we also gave 
detailed reports of the meetings of the Wool Council for 
aslong as it was in existence. Much, therefore, of what 
appears in the first part of the Sub-Committee’s Report 
will be familiar to our readers. We have, however, 
given the historical summary and the Findings in full :—- 


THE WOOL CONTROL. 


In 1916 the British Government took the first important 
step of Government control of wool and purchased all the 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 143 














SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





British chip. In 1916 this was effected by requisition at a 
schedule of prices, estimated to be 35 per cent. above the 
market price down to July, 1914. The success of the 
British purchase and the growing intensity of war conditions 
induced the British Government to enter into negotiations 
with the Governments of Australia and New Zealand for 
the purchase of their entire wool clip, and in October, 1916, 
contracts were closed with both Dominions covering the 
latter part of 1916-17 clips (i.e., of all those clips which had 
not previously been sold to private dealers). The conditions 
of purchase were as follows :— | 

1. The initial or basis price was fixed at 55 per cent. 

over the market rates of 1913-14. In the case of 
Australia this basis or minimum rate was fixed at 
153d. over the entire clip, leaving Australia to 
arrange with the sheep farmers a scale of prices 
according to qualities which on the average would 
work out at 153d. per Ib. greasy weight, placed 
on shore in Australia. 

2. It was agreed that wool used for British Government 
purposes should be finally taken over at the basis 
or minimum price. 

3. It was agreed that wool sold by the British Govern- 
ment for civilian purposes should be disposed of 
to the best advantage. and that one-half of the 
resultant profits over the basis or minimum price 
should on the final liquidation be returned to the 
Dominion Governments for distribution among 
their sheep farmers. 

With regard to the third condition the Committee have 
been unable, owing to the nature of the contracts. to obtain 
trom Sir Arthur Goldfinch the exact wording of the condi- 
tions, and it is not clear to them whether in fact any or all 
of the contracts provided specifically that this wool should 
be sold to the best advantage or whether this was a later 
interpretation put upon them. 

The British clip for 1917 was requisitioned at 50 per cent. 
above the 1913-14 prices, and the clip for 1918 was re- 
quisitioned at 60 per cent. over the 1914 prices. The 
contracts with Australia and New Zealand were renewed in 
the middle ot 1917 for another vear, and in 1918 they were 
again renewed without any difference in price conditions, 
the term in this case being extended to cover the clips for 
a vear after the war. This has since been interpreted to 
mean all wool shorn up to June, 1920. In effect, therefore, 
three entire British clips were purchased by requisition, and 
about three and three-quarter clips were purchased from 
Australia and New Zealand by contract. 

From 1916-19 arrangements were made with the Govern. 
ment of India whereby all the Indian wool was directed to 
this country and was distributed under Government control 
at a schedule of prices agreed upon between the Govern- 
ment of India and the War Office. As regards South Africa, 
several ineffectual attempts were made at different times to 
negotiate similar arrangements to those concluded with the 
other Dominions, but thev were only partially successful as 
regards the 1917-18 clip. of which about one-cuarter was 
purchased at 55 per cent. over 1914 prices with the same 
arrangements as to profit-sharing as in the case of 
Australasia. 

THe Periop oF Frit ContRor. 

Private dealings in wool suffered very httle control until 
early in 1917, at which period the submarine campaign 
hastened the process which would inevitably have occurred 
as a logical consequence of the enormous requirements of 
wool for military purposes. Between April and June, 1917, 
n very stringent system of Government control was evolved 
with the advice and assistance of representative trade 
bodies. Private transactions were prohibited except at 
prices fixed by the Government. and the War Office notified 
its intention to take over at the Government issue prices all 
wool privately imported into the country. The stocks of 
Government wool, British, Australian, and New Zealand, 
were distributed under a severe: rationing system, the 
Government’s manufacturing requirements having the first 
call on such stocks of wool, and the available surplus heing 
rationed out to the trade by Trade Rationing Committees 
under Government regulations and superintendence. The 
prices at which the Government. issued the wool were 
generally lower than the world prices, and, in fact, during 
the greater part of this period ef control the British prices 
were considerably lower than those ruling in America. As 
a natural consequence of this artificial regime of cheap 
prices practically no wool was directed to this ger ex- 
cept under Government purchase ; but very little, 1f any, 
diminution of supplies was thereby produced. as the tonnage 
scarcity and the Government control of shipring would In 
anv case have almost prevented private supplies. 
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This period of severe control lasted until 3lst March, 
1919, on or about which date practicaily the whole of the 
rationing and restrictive regulations were abolished. 

THE AFTER-WAKR ARRANGEMENTS AND 
PRICES. 

Brizisu Woors.—Karly in 1919 the British Government 

was in negotiation with the farmers on the subject of the 


purchase of the British clip for that year. The farmers 
sought prices about SO per cent. above the 1914 prices for 
English wools, and 100 per cent. for Scottish wools. After 


prolonged consideration the Government decided to abandon 
the idea of State purchase of the home clip, and the woois 
have been sold in the normal pre-war manner through the 
country wool fairs. The prices realised show an advance of 
100-200 per cent. on pre-war rates. Inasmuch as_ these 
transactions are carried out by means of auctions, they are 
outside the scope of the Profiteering Act. The prices, which 
are shown in Schedule (1) may, nevertheless, be of general 
interest. The Sub-Committee has no observations to offer 
on the question of the prices realised by the British Govern- 
ment for the sale of British wools acquired by ii, as they 
understand that practically the whole of the Government 
stock of home-grown wool was liquidated some considerable 
time ago at fixed prices. 

South AMERICAN Woots.—During the period of the war, 
as has been indicated in the general statement above, only 
very limited consignments of South American wool reached 
this country. <A comparison of pre-war prices with those 
which have been realised to-day is indicated in Schedule (2). 
In this case also the Committee will realise that there has 
been a startling appreciation in values. 

Kast Inpran Woors.-—Control of the prices tor Kast 
Indian wools was removed at the beginning of the year 
1919, and Schedule (3) which accompanies this Report shows 
that for practically all principal grades there has been a 
very sharp increase in price since the control of prices was 
removed and auction sales re-opened. 

Austrarastan Woor.—The Australasian wools are by tar 
the most important. They represent a very large part of the 
country’s total wool supplies, and at present, since the 
British Government’s purchase extends to all Australasian 
wool shorn up to June, 1920, all imports are on Government 
account. Schedule (4) shows the price at which wools have 
been sold by the Government, and indicates the remarkable 
rise in price which has taken place since the Government 
opened the auction sales in April, 1919. Prior to the re- 
opening of the auction sales the wool was distributed, as 
already indicated, at fixed prices by the Government through 
a rationing scheme. The fixed prices are indicated in the 
schedule, and it will be seen that the greatest increase of 
prices are in respect to the finer qualities of wool. 

OPENING OF THE AUCTION SALES. 

The Sub-Committee learnt from Sir Arthur Goldfinch that 
the Wool Council, « representative trade advisory body 
set up by the Ministry of Munitions, which had absorbed 
the Wool Department of the War Office, considered very 
carefully the desirability of re-establishing the auction sales. 
There was a sharp division of opinion in the Wool Council. 
but it was finally decided by the competent authorities that 
the choice lay between the re-opening of the auction sales 
and, alternatively, a thoroughly svstematised Government 
control of wool through all stages to the production and dis- 
tribution of clothing. The former alternative was adopted 
and the wool sales were opened in April, 1919. Tn order, 
however, that prices might be stabilised, the Ministry of 
Munitions continued to distribute certain quantities of 
wool at fixed prices. This, it was hoped, would have a 
restraining effect upon the auction market. In fact, how- 
ever, the effort to stabilise the auction prices failed, and 
prices rose phenomenally. About 1,000,000 bales have been 
sold on Government account through the auctions, and, 
approximately, 450,000 bales of the best quality wool have 
been distributed at fixed rates. So far as the Sub-Committee 
ean ascertain, this distribution of the 150.000 hales at low 
prices has not had the corresponding cffect in the direction 
of keeping down the price of clothing to the public. Some 
part at least of the difference between the fixed issue prices 
and the greatlv-increased auction values of wool has 
remained in the hands of one or other branch of the trade. 
Tt should be noted that the issue prices of 70’s merino was 
33d. per Ib., whereas to-day its auction is 60d. The Sub- 
Committee find that as soon as the increase of prices 
realised in the auctions came to the notice of the Wool 
Council, that body proposed, in the public interest, that a 
standard clothing scheme should at once be put into opera- 
tion. 


THi BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


JANUARY 29, 1929. 


<a 











SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





THe STanpbarp CLOTHING SCHEME. 

A majority of the Council recommended a compulsory 
scheme, but a minority preferred a voluntary scheme. Under 
the scheme it was proposed that, approximately, 25,000 (0j 
yards of cloth for men’s suits and a similar quantity for 
women’s and children’s clothing should be manufactured 
irom wool issued at controlled prices, and that the tops, 
yarns, cloth and clothing, should be costed at every stage, 
~o that at no point in production or distribution would more 
than a reasonable profit be yielded. The Ministry of Muni. 
tions, however, did not feel competent to put such a scheme 
into operation, as it appeared to be a matter for the Board 
of Trade, to whom it was accordingly referred. The 
Profiteering Act had at that stage recently been placed on 
the Statute Book, and the Board of Trade intimated to the 
Ministry of Munitions that it preferred to rely on the new 
Act to keep down the price ot clothing. As au matter of 
tact, the Profiteering Act, owing to the exclusion from its 
scope of materials sold by auction, could have no effect on 
wool prices. As a result the general public was left with 
no protection whatever against the rapid increase in the 
market price of wool. 

The Sub-Committee made careful enquiries as to the 
extent towhich the Australasian Governments influenced the 
British Government’s decision to re-open the auction sales, 
The Sub-Committee learnt from Sir Arthur Goldfinch that 
the Colonial Governments did not take the initiative in the 
matter, nor were they consulted as to the price at which 
wools were issued for the civilian standard clothing scheme. 
which was put into operation on a limited scale during the 
last months of the war. Tt appears that the Colonial 
Governments were kept regularly informed of the action 
which the British Government was taking. not only in this 
matter, but on the general policy of distributing wool at 
axed prices, and neither in this case nor in the case of the 
distribution at fixed rates of 450,000 hales of the best 
quality wool during 1919, after auctions had heen re-opened, 
did the Australasian Governments offer any objections. A 
rough estimate of the quantity of the wool necessary for the 
Standard Clothing Scheme was, Sir Arthur Goldfinch in. 
formed the Sub-Committee, 100,000,000 Tb... or, approxi- 
mately, 300.000 bales, and the Committee feel compelled to 
draw the attention of the Standing Committee to the fact 
that the whole of the scheme could have been met from the 
wools (450,000 bales), which were in fact distributed to the 
trade at fixed prices. 

THe ADVANCE IN PRICEs. 

Sir Arthur Goldfinch informed the Sub-Committee that 
he was quite unable to give any information as to the profits 
which have in fact been made by the British Government 
on the Anstralasian wools, but it is clear from the published 
figures of prices realised in the auction sales—and, indeed, 
Sir Arthur Goldfinch does not disguise the fact—that thev 
have been on a colossal scale. 

Undonhbtedly the demand to-day is greatly in excess of 
supply, and transport delay accentuates the difficulties. The 
Sub-Committee are of opinion that the cessation of wool 
sales in Australia and their concentration almost wholly in 
[England has focused the competition of the world’s pur- 
chasers and contributed to the rise in prices, whilst at the 
same time, insufficient quantities of the qualities of the wool 
most in demand have been offered. 

Machinery capacity to-day is unable te cope with the un 
precedented demands which are made on it, and producers 
whose output is sold for many months ahead often quote 
high prices, partly in order to cover themselves on a market 
which continues to rise, and partly to deter customers from 


placing orders for future delivery. So persistent is the 
demand, however, that the high prices quoted have been 


willingly paid. Further, the demand has concentrated itself 
on the finer qualities. Tt has heen suggested to the Com- 
mittee that if the public had been able to spread its demands 
more equally amongst the various qualities. the rise in price 
of the finer qualities might have been less. Moreover, when 
prices were beginning to ease in London the auctions were 
thrown fully open to foreign competition. 


THE FINDINGS. 

The Sub-Committee find: 

1. That during the war and for five months after the 
Armistice wool was issued to the trade by the Government 
at prices which were intended to be reasonably sufficient t 
cover the Government’s outlay. 

2. That the controlled prices at which the Government 
was able, owing to its control, to issue the wool were 
generally lower than the world prices, and, in fact, during 
the greater part of this period of control British prices were 
considerably lower than those riting elsewhere. It is clear 
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that this resulted in enormous savings to the Government 
in respect of military clothing. 

3. That the release of wool from control in April has 
been followed by a very great increase in prices, and con- 
sequently in the cost of woollen goods. The increase of 
price 1s most marked in the finer qualities of wool, i.e., 
those used for flannel, women’s costumes, men’s serge suits, 
ete. 

4. That, consequently, profits on raw wool of all types 
have been augmented very greatly since the control was 
removed. 

5. That all the Australasian wool passing through the 
auctions belonged to the Government, and that, conse- 
quently, the profits due to the difference between the pur- 
chase price and the auction price have accrued to the British 
Government and the Australasian Governments or growers. 

6. That from the information before it, the Sub-Commit- 
tee are unable to arrive at a definite figure indicating the 
extent of the Government’s profits on its transactions in 
raw wool, but it is clear from a comparison with the con- 
trolled prices of the war and early Armistice period, and the 
prices realised at the auction sales, that these profits must 
have been on a considerable scale. 

7. That the auction prices were determined by world 
market conditions, and that, consequently, if the Govern- 
ment had not been in the fortunate position of owning the 
wool, these prices for Australasian wools would merely have 
increased the profits of the owners of the wool. 

3. That in the case of the British wool clip, 1919, of which 
the prices have risen proportionately, the extra profit due 
to these increases in prices has passed on to the farmers 
and merchants. 

9. That with a view to protecting the British public from 
the effect of the de-control of wool and its sale at increasing 
prices through the anctions, the Wool Council, composed of 
representatives of all branches of the Trade and of the Trade 
Unions, put forward a Standard Clothing scheme to supply 
clothing for the British public at reasonable prices. That 
a majority of the Wool Council recommended a compulsory 
scheme, but a minority preferred a voluntary scheme; that 
the scheme after considerable delay was rejected by the 
Board of Trade. The Sub-Committee understand that it 
was the view of the Board of Trade that the Profiteering 
Act would suffice to deal with the situation. 

10. That, as a matter of fact, the Profiteering Act does 
not appear to have affected the situation, save that it has 
enabled the facts contained in this Report to be brought 
to light. 

11. That the Standard Clothing scheme depended for a 
portion of its savings to the public on the issue of wool at 
the controlled prices at which it had in fact been issued for 
five months following the Armistice and prior to the re- 
opening of the auction sales, and that since the date of the 
resumption of auctions more than sufficient wool (450,000 
bales in all) has been issued at these controlled prices to 
provide all the raw material necessary for the purposes of 
the scheme for 12 months, although it is but fair to point 
out that during the war a severe system of rationing was 
necessary. Privately-held stocks were taken over by the 
Government and the Trade was entirely denuded of 
necessary civilian stocks by Ist April, 1919. 

12. That the wools distributed at the controlled prices 
were, in the absence of the Standard Clothing scheme, used 
for general Trade purposes, and that such distribution has 
not had the corresponding effect in the direction of keeping 
jown the prices of clothing to the public. but that some 
part at least of the difference between the fixed issue prices 
and the greatly increased auction values of wool has re- 
mained in the hands of one or other branch of the Trade. 

13. That of the causes which have contributed to the 
present hich prices of wool. the following mav be enumerated 
as the most important. Undoubtedly, the demand to-day is 
greatly in excess of supply. and transport delav accentuates 
the difficulties. The cessation of wool sales in Australia 
and their concentration almost wholly in England has 
focused the competition of the world’s purchasers. whilst 
at the same time insufficient quantities of the qualities of 
wool most in demand have been offered 

That machinery capacity to-day is unable to cone with the 
unprecedented demands which are made on it. and nroducers 
whose output is sold for many months ahead often quote 
high prices, partly in order to cover themselves in a market 
which continues to rise, and partly to deter customers from 
placing orders for future deliverv. So persistent is the 
demand, however. that the hich prices cuoted have been 
Willinely paid: that the demand has concentrated itself on 
the finer analities, and that it has heen snacested to the 
Sub-Committee that if the public head heen able to snread 
Its demand more equally amongst the various aualities the 
Prices of the finer qualities might have been less. That 
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when prices were beginning to ease in London the auctions 
were thrown fully open to foreign competition. 


TABLE I. 
BRITISH WOOL. 
Average prices of unclassed Fleece in pence 
calculated on Clean Scoured Basis. 
(Hogs and wethers together and unsorted.) 


per lb., 


1914. 1919. 
July. Nov.-Deec 
PY. vicinrneneuntannnndnn 163d. 37 —38d 
RIED. xedwnnannedestns 183d. 66 —67d 
Shrops and Downs ....... 213d. 84 —85d 
Devons and Crosses 15d. 201— 303d 
Scotch and Blackfaced... 123d. 273— 281d. 
Welsh and Radnor ...... 153d. Practically none available 
Irish Selected and Deep 14d. 41 —42d 
Irish Pick and Super... 174d. 55 —56d. 


TABLE IL. 
SOUTH AMERICAN WOOL. 
Average price of South American wool, c.i.f. Liverpool, in 
pence per lb. Calculated on Clean Scoured Basis 


Quality. Season 1914. Season 1919. 
___. PCr 24d. 99d. - 
Sree 223d. 34d. 
58's WETTTTETETTT TTT 21d. 79d 
BOS eee cecesceceseees 191d, 72d 
gg ee 18d. 63d. 
re 163d. 38d 
SY ee sesnssneeeninies 153d. 34d. 
AVS ececcceseeeeees 141d. 39d 
BG snes coennaans cove | 3 


TABLE III. 
EAST INDIAN WOOL. 
Average Prices of the Principal Growths of Fast 
Wool in pence per lb. 


Indian 


Dec., Oct. Auctions, 

Quality. 1913. 1919. 
Vicanmere, White —........cscsee0 122d. 35d. 
Vicanere, Yellow _................ 112d. 36d. 
IEE” Sictdinwnsainernsnvnads . 13d. 39d. 
TS cncnncceeuensceens 11id. 30d. 
Caomaienar, White  .......0.00000 11d. 31d. 
Candahar, Yellow ............... 91d, 22d. 
Marwar, White ............0..0 Sid. 25d 
Marwar, Yellow ................ 72d. 20d. 
PRUENO, THUG kkinescccsaccssesees: 6d. 12d. 
PE EE dndcenrnacneseanavens 33d. lld 


TABLE IV. 
AUSTRALASIAN WOOL. 


Average Prices of Merino and Crossbred Wools in London, 
in pence per lb. calculated on Clean Scoured Basis. 


July, Govt. Issue price Auction price in 
1914. 1st April to London, 
Quality. 30th Nov., 1919. Dec., 1919 

BI itovswiesaswnniinccen 303d. 63 —67:d. 150d. 
SE? ndéubcnsnnndenowes 283d. 62 —66d. 1404d. 
eee 28d. 59 —65d. 1303d 
re reer 26d. 521 —553d. 1044d. 
IN pacanacceniatndulioind 21d. 46 —49d. 563d. 
 “ eee 201d. 413443. 674d. 
ABS oo. eccceeecseeeees 16d. 3713014. 544d. 
ST tan ach acacia 153d. 33 —35d. 421d. 
Rs cacchialvenbasesaiesis 15d. 311—331d. 33d. 
a 142d. 281__ 301d. 281d. 








NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (63d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. im the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
inas, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘The Editor.”’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communt- 
cations concerning subscriptions and_ sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office. Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
V.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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Notes on Trade 


(ive every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 


Selves. | 








BATOUM’S IMPORT TRADE. 
in lowing is a summary of a statement ol articles 
imported 4 into Batoum from Ist February to 30th 
September, 1919, inclusive, received from H.M. ¢ ‘onsul 


at that place :— 


Poods. 

~ a en etc nkaeaeddainiaas 104,005 
NOOUSTUMTS ose eeeeeeeeeseeseereneeseeeeeseeens 1.655.578 
Spirits PED § wcndunriguicasniibiaienciapinian 13,467 
Ds noe seceanaieensdanseseeeee aeesamenienseee 22.60% 
Metals, minerals, chemicals _.............. 321 592 
Woollens, cottons, clothing ............... 97,174 
Crockery, pottery, glassware _............ 3,359 
Dyes, COIOUTS — .........0ce ee eeeceeeeeneeeeenenees 3,593 
Leather, paper, furs .........-..s+sseseeeee. 36,965 
Miscellaneous manufactured goods 121 880 


The figures for the months of October and November 
are not yet balanced by the Custom Hous Owing to 
fluctuations in the money market and a depreciation 
of local currency, the Customs authorities are unable 

furnish an estimate of the value of the goods im- 
ported. Spirits and sugar are imported, it is said, from 
America, tea from Ceylon, India and China; fruit from 
‘Turkey ; three-quarters of the general merchandise from 
Italv and France, and one-fourth from the United 
Kingdom. 





CHANGES IN SILVER CURRENCY. 

On acount of the abnormal rise in the price of silver, 
which was quoted last week at 793d. per ounce, against 

pre-war figure of about 26d., various changes in the 
silver coins circulating in different countries have been 
and in some cases earried out. The Dutch 
Government, for example, has decided to reduce the 
silver content of its silver coinage; the Indian Mint 
has issued eight and four anna 4" ces made of an alloy 
of nickel and copper. A Bill is being introduced into 
the United States Congress to provide for reducing the 
quality of silver coin and to authorise the issue of 
Federal Reserve notes of small denominations. Canada 
is contemplating legislation on similar lines. The action 
of the Indian Mint may have far-reaching effects, as the 
drain of silver to the East is well-known; the eight 
anna piece has a face value equivalent to one sh illing 
and two pence, whereas the intrinsic value of the nic ‘kel- 
copper coin is less than one penny. 

ROADS ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


Ministry of Transport make the 


suggested, 





following 


The 


announcement:—The first meeting of the Roads 
Advisory Committee, constituted under Section 22 of 


the Ministry of Transport Act, 1919, is to be held at 
3 p.m. on Thursday, 5th February, at the Ministry of 
Transport, 7, Whitehall Gardens. In accordance with 
the terms of the Act the Committee consists of eleven 
members, five of whom are representative of highway 
authorities, five are representative of users of horse and 
mechanical road traffic, and one is a representative of 
labour. 
The constitution of the Committee is as follows :— 
Mr. F. Dent, County Councils Association. 
Sir Kenneth J. Mackenzie, Part., Association of 
County Councils in Scotland, 
Mr J. A. Brodie, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.F.. 
tion of Municipal Corporations. 
Major W. H. Prescott, M.P., 
Councils Association. 
Mr. P. J. O'Neill, J.P., 
General Council, 
The Hon, Sir Arthur Stanley, 
Automobile Club. 
Sir Wm. Joynson-Hicks, Bart., M.P.. 
Association and Motor Union. 


Associa- 
Urban District 


Irish Cou Co:nneils 


ny 
.G.B.E., C.B., 


toval 


Automobile 
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Mr. 1) PV. Maclagan, Royal Scottish Automobile 
Club. 
Mr. E. White. Koyal Irish Automobile Club. 


Colone] F. S. W. Cornwallis, D.L., Royal Agricul. 
tural Society. 
Lt.-Colonel Will 

Mr. H. H. Piggott, C.B., C.B.E., Assistant Secretary, 
Roads Department, Ministry of Transport, will act as 
Secretary to the Committee, and all communications 
with regard to it should be addressed to him at No 7, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 

One of the first questions to be submitted for tne 
consideration of the Committee will be that of the classi. 
fication of the roads of the country. The work of 
classification was begun by the Road Board in 1914 
but was interrupted by the outbreak of war and | 
now to be considered afresh. 

In view of the special circumstances of Ireland 
Minister of Transport has decided to appoint an Irish 
Roads Advisory Sub-Committee, on which the two repre. 
sentatives of Ireland on the main Committee will serve. 
This Sub-Committee will be eonstituted as follows:— 

Mr. P. J. O'Neill, J.P., Dublin County Council 

Colonel R. G. Sharman-Crawford, D.I.., /!.P., 
Down County Council. 

Mr. John MeGarry, J.P., 

Mr. Thomas Duggan, J.P. 
Council, 

Mr. Edward Wh 

Mr. R. M. Butler, 


Thorne, M.P. 


Mavo County Counce. 

, North 1 Tipperary County 
Royal Trish Automobile ( th 
Ulster Farmers’ Union. 


Mr. J. Quigley, Representative of County Sur. 
veyors of Ireland. 
Mr. M. A. Robinson, M.1.C.E., Representative of 


Borough and Urban District Council Engineers 
of Ireland. ; 
The first meeting of the Irish Sub-Committee has not 
vet been fixed, but it will be convened shortly after the 
first meeting of the main Committee. 





EXPORTERS AND PAYMENT FOR DUPLICATE 
SHIPPING DOCUMENTS. 


in view of the abandonment in the Empire (except 
in Aus rey": of the system requiring Certificates of 
Origin, the Customs Authorities announce the termina- 
tion of the arrangement under which duplicate shipping 
documents (Forms 30 and 64) have been issued by 
them free of «charge for presentation to the Colonial 
Customs in respect of goods originating in certain 
European countries and re-exported from the United 
Kingdom to the self-governing Dominions and Colonies. 

In future, should exporters require duplicates of 
shipping documents they will be issued on application 
to the Customs Authorities subject to the usual Bill 
of Entry fee. 

The importation of all goods from ex- enemy coun- 
tries is still prohibited in Australia (see notice on page 
161 of this issue of the ‘‘Journal ’ 


a 


EUCALYPTUS TREE CULTIVATION IN BRAZIL. 


As the result of a Decree which was quoted in the 





Journal ”’ of 2nd May, 1918, authorising the Brazilian 
Government to award premiums to shoahots of 
eucalyptus and other trees of recognised value for 


essence extraction and providing for free grants of land 
to cultivators, it appears that a great increase in culti- 
vation has taken place in the Republic. The Decree 
was consequently revoked in December last, as it was 
considered that ‘the continuance of these concessions 
vould prove too great a burden for the Treasury. 





IDENTITY CARDS FOR COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS IN FRANCE. 

The Law relating to Identity Cards for Commercial 
Travellers in France was explained in the ‘‘ Journals” 
of 7th August and 20th October. It should be under- 
stood that the Jaw applies to France and its Colonies and 
Protectorates. By a Decree dated 22nd December this 
law is made applicable to Alsace and Lorraine. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 





FOREIGN SAMPLES ENHIBITION IN 
LIVERPOOL. 
A highly successtul Exhibition of J oreign-made 


Samples was held in St. George’s Hall, Liverpool, on 
Caturd: iv, Monday and Tue sd: ay, Janu: ary 17th, 19th 
and 20th. The § Sample S. particulars of which were 
vjven on p. 41 ot the Journiad for 8th January, were 
inspected by 650 cncinanets and shippers ot Liver- 
ol and the adjacent towns. 

The shipping interest preponderates over the Wialiu- 
foeturing in Liverpool, and a large number of enquiries 
were addressed to the officials of the Departinent 
respecting export Inatters, and particularly forthe names 

* United Kingdom manufacturers who were able to 
: inal ly similar goods to the samples shown, and for which 
9 large demand exists in overseas markets. Merchants 
and shippers state that they are inundated with indents 
from abroad which thev are unable to execute, owing to 
_ firms not being in a position to give quotations 
r hold out any reasonable guarantee of immediate 
lelivery of the gocds. Many firms expressed the opinion 
that unless mi atters ch: anged very speedily for the better, 
they would be driven to purchase eoods trom foreign 
producers in order to hold their connections abroad. 
\ost ot the firms expre ssing this opinion regretted the 
necessity for such action, but did not see how it could 
be avoide d if they were to retain their busimess. 

Liverpo lisa bie centre for the Toy Trade, several in- 
portant firms having made great strides in the manu- 
facture of mechanical and other toys. As the samples 
on exhibition comprised many hundre ds of German and 
Japanese tovs, great interest was shown in this section ; 
a large number of the firms borrowing specific items for 
reproduction in their works, 





EXHIBITION AND COMPETITION 

AT LYONS FAIR. 

As previously stated in the ** Journal,’” an exhibition 
‘building materials is to be held in conjunction with 
the Spring Section of the Lyons Fair. There will also 
be competitions in this section under the following 
heads :— 

(1) Processes for extracting and working raw materials, 
and tor clearing sites and using the materials to 
ho found in the devastated areas of France. 

(2) Processes for transforming raw materials into half- 

wrought and finished products. 

3) A manufacturing competition between machines 
giving demonstrations. 

)} An exhibition ot machines, 
for building purposes. 

It is pointed out that no entries will be admittod 
except where it can be shown that the processes of 
extracting souline or transforming constitute an 
advance over what already existed before the war. 

A complete translation of the terms and scope of the 
competitions may be consulted on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


FINNISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 
The Finnish Industries Fair has been —— is 
- ‘viously announced in the ‘‘ Journal,’’ to take place 
in Helsingfors from 27th June to 6th July. By means 
oi this Fair foreign manufacturers and merchants will 
have an opportunity to display and sell their manu- 
factures and products. Manufacturers and merchants 
are specially invited to exhibit raw materials, half- 
manufactures, tools and machinery required in Finnish 
industries but not manufactured in Finland. Price 
lists and catalogues for such goods will also be weleome. 
\ comprehensive list enumerating the raw materials, 
products and manufactured articles of which the 
Finnish markets and industries are in special need. 
will be available for inspection at all Finnish Lega- 
tions and Consulates in February, 1920, and at the 
mee of the Fair. Postal and telegraphic address: 
Finska Messan. Helsinefors. Articles on this list mav 


be 


be Sold with the permission of the Government, and 


BUILDING 


products and materials 








EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





reference should be made to the Finnish Customs Taritt 
and, prohibited imports list. 

loreign exhibitors will be charged a fee of 100 Finnish 
marks per square meter wall and floor space, but if a 
whole room is booked 200 Finnish marks per squar 
foot of the floor space, without any excess paymen 
for wall space, will be charged. 

Intending exhibitors should book space at the Fair 
before the end of February, as all space after 29th 
February will be subject to 10 per cent. increase. All 
woods intended for the Exhibition should be addressed 
to the South Harbour, Helsingfors, whence they will 
be conveyed at the risk and expense of the owners to 
the Exhibition ground. The goods will be guarded 
during the hours the Fair is closed at the expense of 
the Directors of the Fair; fire and burglary insurance 
ean be arranged with the Directors 

Travellers are advised to book accommodation in 
Helsingfors with the Housing Committee of the Fair, 
2, Bangatan, Helsinefors, before April. This Com- 
mittee will endeavour to secure rooms in private houses 
at about 20-25 Finnish marks per day, and at the Hotels 
at current rates, 20-65 Finnish marks per day. For 
rooms booked after 30th April there will be an increase 
in the cost of 20 per cent. 





HAVANA AERONAUTIC CONGRESS 
AND EXHIBITION. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Havana states that 
the Cuban Aerial League will hold a third Pan- 
American Aeronautic Congress and Exhibition at 
Havana from 21st February to Ist March, inclusive. 
The Cuban Aerial League was formed recent lv by 
certain interests in Havana, who had in view the obtain- 
ing of concessions from the Cuban Government. under 
which the exclusive right to ‘earrv mails. ete.. was 
sought. 


a 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

IpEAL Homes EXxuHIBITION— 

February 4th-25th, at Olympia. Organising Secretary, 
Ideal Homes Exhibition. 150, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 

BRITISH INDUSTRIES FArIR— 

February 25rd to March 5th, Crystal Palace, and Bir- 
mingham and Glasgow. Secretary, British Industries 
Fair, Department ‘of Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen 
Street, S. W.1. 

Motor Boat AND MARINE AND STATIONARY ENGINES ExHIBITION— 
March 12th-20th, at Olympia. Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

LonpOoN Farr ann MarKkeTtT— 

March 16th-26th, at Royal Agricultural Hall.  Inter- 

— Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, 
Buirpinec TrapeEs ExsIBirion— 

Aprii 1st-30th, at Olympia. 

DRAPERY EXHIBITION— 

April 12th-25rd, at Roval Agricultura] Hall, International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.2. 

BusInEss EXHIBITION— 

May 4th-15th, Roval Agricultural Hall. 
Whitefriars Street. E.C.4 

PHOTOGRAPHIC FatrR— 

April 16th-24th. at Horticultural Hall, Westminster. 
Organising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southampton Row, 
W.C.1. 

CANADIAN Proptcts EXHIBITION— 

June 3rd-17th. at Agricultural Hall, Islington. Address 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2 

AERO EXHIBITION— : 
July 1-24. at Olvmpia. Address to 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

Empire TimpBer Exnuisirion— 

July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink. Organised 
by B.O.T. 

CrotHine, Erc., ExHIBITION— 

July 5th- 16th, at Royal Agricultura] Hall. International] 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., ‘Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2 

Hrattn EXHIBITION— 

July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall. Birmingham. 
Organised by Roval Sanitary Institute. 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road. S.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

BaKERs’. CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Roval Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C.4 








Address : 36-38. 
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INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY ExHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
31st to Secretary, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Tothill Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 

GROCERS’, PROVIsION DEALERS’ & ALLIED TRADERS’ ExHIBITION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultura] Hall. Trades, 
a and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 


Motor ExuIBITION— 

October 7-27, at Olympia, Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd. 
OVERSEAS. 

Caracas EXxHIBITION— 

Venezuelan and British. Commenced December 19th, 
1919, open till February 8th, this year. 

Urrecat Inpustries Farir— 

Fourth annual, February 25rd to March 6th. General 
Secretariat, Jaabeurs, Administratiegebouw, Vredenburg, 
Utrecht. 

Dantzig INDUSTRIAL FaIR— 
February 18-25. (See 
January 1st.) 

RHINELAND SAMPLE EXHIBITION— 
At Cologne, February. Also Autumn. 

KOENIGSBERG Farr— 

February 7. Offices: Kneiph, Langg 14, Koenigsberg. 

LEIPZIG FAIR— 

General Samples, February 29th-March 6th. 
Exhibition, March 14th-20th. 

Lyons Farr— 

March Ist-15th. A special building Exhibition will be 
held in conjunction with the Spring Fair. British Agent : 
M. A. Rousset, 69, Wood Street, London, E.C. 

Paris-InpusTRIAL ART SALon— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue du Helder, 
Paris (Ye). 

Tokio OVERSEAS EXPANSION EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 

Miran Farr— 

Allied and Neutral, industrial and agricultural] fair. 
April 12th. Sixty stands reserved for British Exhibitors. 
Agents for British Empire, British Italian Corporation, 
Ltd., 12, Nicholas Lane, E.C.4. 

Sao Pavuto Fancy Goops EXHIBITION— 

Anglo-Brazilian. January 1st-March Ist. (See “Board 
of Trade Journal,” January &th.) 

BrRvUssELS COMMERCIAL FAIR— 

April 4th-21st. Open to allied and neutral countries. 
Applications by February 28th, to Comité Directeur de la 
Foire Commerciale, Grand’ Place, Brussels. (See “Board 
of Trade Journal,” December 11th.) 

Swiss Sampre Farr— 

April 15th-29th, at Basle. 

NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES Farr— 
Christiania, Spring. 

BRESLAU EXHIBITION— 

April 26th-May Ist. Apply to Breslauer 
Gesselschaft, Breslau, Ohlauer Strasse 
BaNDOENG Farr— 
May, 1920. 

18th.) 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FAIR— 
May 15th-30th. Applications to La Direccion Genera] de 
la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 3, Barcelona, by 
January 15th. Also an International Business Organisa- 
tion Exhibition (office furniture, appliances, etc.) at 
Palaccio de Bellas Artes, Barcelona, in October. 
VeENIceE ArT EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of Internationa] Art, April 15th to 
October 3lst by municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Exhibits to be received by March 10th. Address :— 
Ufficio di Segretaria dell Espozione (Municipio), Venice. 
LILLE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Papua SAMPLE Fair— 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la, Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 

BorDEAUX TRADE FAaIR— 
Fourth annual fair, June 5th-20th. 

Swiss JEWELLERS’ Farr— 

July 11th-25th, at Geneva. 

Hersincrors TRADE Farr— 

To open in third week of July. 
for Inhemskt Arbite.” 

ANTWERP COLONIAL EXHIBITION— 

To be run in conjunction with the Olympic Games. 

COPENHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 

Early this year. Organised by the Association of 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See “Board of 
Trade Journal,” January 8th.) 

SPRING Farrs— 

Will be held in Lausanne and Lucerne, Switzerland : 
Valencia, Spain; Frederica, Denmark. 

Summer Farrs— 

Are anticipated at Malmo (Sweden), Antwerp, Quebec 
and Libau. 
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imperial and Foreign | 
Trade. : 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 











WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cabled news from the Director-General > 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 21st January. cE 
as under :— 

SEASON. 





Rain nearly general in Berar and in the north of H vdera. 
had. Local Bombay Deccan, drv elsewhere. 


C'ROPS. 


General crop conditions good. All-India final sesamy) 
forecast 4,212,000 acres, 409,000 tons. (Corresponding fors. 
cast last vear 3,251,000 acres, 188,000 tons.) : 


RAILWAYS. 


Nalbari-Tangla Railway reconnaissance survey by Easter 
Bengal State Railway, 50 miles sanctioned. 


AMIARKETS. 


Bombay cotton market irregular. Fully sood broach 
April-May, Rs. 567. Piece-goods market steady, wit) 
demand slackening. Calcutta jute market firm but quie 
Hessians quiet. Heavy goods steady but quiet. 

Bank rate is Bengal and Madras 6 per cent. 
) per cent. 


hk ym bar : 


STRIKE. 
Bombay mill-hands’ strike continues. 


AUSTRALIA. 








HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS IN 
TASMANIA. 


The surveys in connection with the Great Lake Powe 
Scheme in Tasmania have now reached a stage that ty 
Minister of Public Works has been able to report tha 
70,000 h.p. can be made available at the Waddamana turbim 
shafts from the water supply which can be conserved i 
the Great Lake. It is proposed to obtain this power ls 
two specific developments—a 12,000 h.p. automatic station 
located near the present intake; and 58,000 h.p. at Wadd: 
mana. 

THe CatcuMEent AREA. 


In a statement dealing with the proposals the Minister 
of Public Works announces that by tapping the head water 
of the Little Pine and Ouse Rivers, and bringing them into 
the Great Lake, enough water can be made availabk 
throughout a continuous dry-cycle to ensure the develop 
ment of 70,000 h.p. at the turbines. At the Great Laie 
itself a dam 40 ft. in height will be necessary to carry ov 
the driest cycle of years, and this has been provided for. 

A fall of, approximately, 250 ft. exists in the Rive 
Shannon between the dam and the canal intake. Surver 
have demonstrated that a canal, approximately 2 mile 
long can be constructed, which will enable 12 
h.p. to be developed at a head of about 220 ft., wit 
the same water which will be required for use down-streal 
Only a small diversion weir is necessary, The whole pr 
jest is very promising, the conservation works _havitf 
already been provided in connection with the Main Scheme 

This power-station will contain complete equipment for 
generating and stepping up to 88,000 volts, and will 
controlled from Waddamana, where it will feed into i 
main line, 

WappamMana DeVELOPMENT. 


The final Waddamana Scheme will be as follows:— 
(a) A widened canal to carry sufficient water to genera* 


58,000 h.p. at turbines. 


(b}) Two new pipe lines. ; 
(c) Power Station.—Equipment on order includes the t¥ 


original 5,000 b.p. units and a further 8,000 h.p. uml 
making 26,000 h.p. soon to be available. 


Fancary 29, 1920. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE — continued 





To meet immediate commitments, three more 8,000 h.p. 
units have been ordered. It will be necessary eventually 
to order two additional turbo-alternators (Nos. 8 and 9 
respectively) to bring capacity up to 58,000 h.p., with one 
unit in reserve. 

The machinery already ordered for Waddamana, viz., 42,000 
ih.p. effective, plus the 12,000 h.p. available from the Upper 
Scheme, will make 54,000 h.p., sufficient to meet imme- 
diate requirements. 

In view of the anticipated requirement of an additional 
5.000 h.p. by the Hydro-Eiectric Power and Maintenance 
Company, and of extremely promising inquiries made for 
additional power in the Hobart district, the remaining two 
units to complete the scheme will probably be required at 
an early date. With these installed, the power-station 
capacity will amount to 70,000 h.p., sufficient to deliver 
30,000 h.p. to Risdon; 10.000 h.p. to Electrona; 3,000 h.p. 
to Launceston ; and 6,000 h.p. to Hobart: leaving 8,200 h.p. 
deliverable at any of the above points as reqnired. and 
making 57.200 h.p. delivered at the coast. 

TRANSMISSION LINEs. 

It is proposed to erect another double-cirenit transinis- 
sion line trom Waddamana to Hobart, with a branch to 
Risdon, carrving conductors of a size probably sufficient to 
transmit as a maximum limit 20,000 h.p. per circuit. 

For the Launceston line it is proposed to provide for 
suticient capacity to deliver 10,000 h.p. at Launceston. 

SUB-STATIONS. 

The sub-stations provided for are:— 

(a) Risdon.—A continuous capacity of 30.000 k.v.a. 
one transformer in reserve. 

(b) Hobart.—Two banks of transformers, with one unit 
as a spare of a capacity of 8,000 k.v.a., capable of meeting 
a» Hobart demand of 10,000 h.p., or with one whole bank 
as a spare, a demand of 5.000 h.p. 

(c) Launceston.—Equipment provided for will cover a 
hank of transformers of a continuous capacity of 4.000 
k.v.a., sufficient to deliver, approximately, 5.000 h.p.. with 
one spare transformer. 

(7) Electrona.—Two banks of transformers of 4.000 k.v.a. 
each with one spare unit, sufficient to enable 10.900 h.p. to 
be delivered continuously. 

(©) Bridgewater.—It is proposed as a first stage to install 
an outdoor sub-station with a capacity of 500 k.v.a, to- 
cether with a feeder line to carry the power to New Nor- 
folk, and thus enable the Derwent Valley to be fed. 

Hobart District.—The rapid development of the Hobart 
business is assured, and a continued increase is anticipated 
for a number of vears. 


with 


REVENUE. 

The retail revenue has increased 83 per cent. in four 
vears. The demand in connection with the general retail 
supply in the same period has increased from, approni- 
mately, 1.100 h.p. to 2.200 h.p. 

The scheme laid down to make available 6.000 h.p. to 
Hobart allows for double the present demand in the next 
four vears, and in estimating the revenue to be derived 
therefrom allowance has only heen made for an increase 
of 67 per cent. 

Frnat Batance SHEET. 

A consideration of the Revenue Anticipations (£206,000) 
and Annual Charges (£202.700) on the basis of a capital cost 
of £2,500.000 for the completed scheme shows that under 
the verv worst conditions of 5} per cent. interest (it 1s 
hoped to secure funds at 44 per cent., or, at most, 5 per 
cent.) and minimum revenue, a surplus of £3.300 per annum 
would be available in addition to providing the Deprecia- 
tion Fund (£18.790) and wiping off half the debt in 60 
vears: also that. even at this figure, should the Electrolvtic 
Company’s operations (see the ‘Journal’’ of 3rd April, 1919, 
p. 440) be as successful as is hoped, the balance will be 
augmented hy £15,000. 


CANADA. 


TRADE OPENINGS IN THE WESTERN 
PROVINCES. 
(From FM. Trade Commissioner.) 
WINNIPEG. 

There is a strong feeling in favour of goods of British 
manufacture throughout Western Canada, and particularly 
in British Columbia. 

A fairly large programme of new telephone construction 
is under consideration for 1920 in Regina, the capital of 
Saskatchewan. and as a result of an interview with the 
Deputy Minister of Telephones, specifications will be 
furnished in order that United Kingdom manufacturers 
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may tender, The telephone system of Saskatchewan is 
partly automatic and partly worked by operators. A change 
from the Jatter to automatic is contemplated throughout 
the Province, which will call for much equipment and many 
automatic instruments. 

PcuBLIc WorRKs. 

A matter of great interest to the Regina City Council is 
the proposal to supply the city with natural gas from one 
of the Alberta fields some 200 miles distant. The scheme 
would include a supply of natural gas to Moose Jaw, an 
important city 42 nules west of Regina. Large quantities of 
large-diameter steel pipes for mains would be required. 

Expenditure on new roads is also expected to be higher 
than for some vears past. 

CoaL-MINING REQUISITES. 


Blairmore and Coleman, Alberta, and Fernie, British 
Columbia, are in the heart of the Crow’s Nest Pass coal- 
mining district. 

The United Kingdom supplies fair quantities of equip- 
ment, such as wire rope, brattice cloth, etc., but a great 
deal more trade is open to United Kingdom manufacturers. 
Wholesalers supplying the mining companies are situated 
in Calgary and Vancouver, and the latter port would appear 
to be the more favourable route for supplies from Great 
Britain. There is a market tor the following United King- 
dom lines:—Brattice cloth; flat sheets, galvanized, 30 x 73 
and 36 x 72, of 18 to 22 gauge; wire rope: pit car wheels; 
rails and satiety lamps. 

The managers of the mines visited (the principal ones of 
the district) have suggested that the present is an oppor- 
tune time for United Kingdom manufacturers interested in 
mining equipment and supplies of all kinds to send an 
expert to British Columbia and Alberta to investigate the 
requirements in detail, and possibly to establish a supply 
warehouse in Vancouver for the quick despatch of goods. Tn 
this way American competition would be met to some extent. 

British CoLumBia. 


There appears to be no doubt but that the desire of 
importers in British Columbia is to favour United Kingdom 
goods in all lines whenever prices approximate other sources 
of supply. Victoria, and in fact all Vancouver Island, is 
very British in ways and business. The city of Victoria has 
a population of about 50,000. The principal industries in 
or near the city are sawmilling, fish and fruit canning. and 
coal mining. 

Pusiic Works ACTIVITIES. 

The sum of 2,000,000 dols. was voted in 1919 by the 
Government to assist in the establishment of industries, and 
some of this amount has been already used. Expansion in 
sawmilling and pulp and paper-making is anticipated for 
1920. Public works for 1920 include completion of the 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway from Vancouver to Fort 
George in the northern interior at a cost of approximately 
£.000.000 dols. (This road is the property of the Provincial 
Government.) New roads, bridges, and schools will alse 
figure largely in the Government’s 1920 programme. 

INDUSTRIES. 

Of all the Western Canadian distributing centres, Van- 
eouver is probably the most responsive in connection with 
increasing imports from the United Kingdom. 

Steel shipbuilding is active with nine vesels of over 8,900 
tons deadweight under construction. Timber production 
and mining are very active with prospects of increased pro- 
duction in 1920, whilst the canning of food products shows 
verv substantial gains. 

Trade in Vancouver and in the territory served by Van- 
couver appears to be expanding rapidly and substantially. 
The proposed harbour works will facilitate foreign trade 
and place Vancouver more on a parity with Pacific ports of 
the United States. 





NEW COMPANTES IN ONTARIO. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 
The National Electro-Products Company, Limited, has 
been formed, with the head office in Toronto, and with an 
authorised capital of 2.000.000 dolls... of which 1.200.000 
dols. are said to have been subscribed without public offer- 
ing of securities. Works have been acquired and the com- 
pany are producing tubes of oxvgen for industrial purposes. 
The directors and larger stockholders of the company are 
also officials of industrial concerns which use oxygen in large 
quantities. 
Propvction oF Dyes snp PAINTs. 
Mineral Dve Producis, Limited. Trenton. Ontario. are 
installing machinery for the production of mineral fast 
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dves. The company expected to be in operation carly in 
1920, first supplying the Canadian market and later the 
United Kingdom and United States. High-class paints will 
also be made. 


Awerican Branctt Works. 


The Nashua Gummed and Coated Paper Company of 
Nashua. New Hampshire, is one of the Jatest United States 
companies to decide to erect a branch factory in Ontario. 
Their Canadian works will be established at Peterborough, 
Ontario. The company will first devote their attention to 
the production ol Wax paper. 

The Canadian National Carbon Company, Limited, 
associated with the Prest-o-Lite Company of Canada, 
Limited, will build in Toronto two factories with 160.000 
feet of floor space tor the manutacture of storage hatteries, 
Hash lights, carbon brushes, and articles of similar nature. 
These companies have Canadian charters, but are associated 
with United States firms of similar names. 

The Diamond State Fibre Company of Bridgport, Penn- 
svivania, is opening a warehouse and will establish works 
in Toronto for the manufacture of all kinds of insulating 
materials for electrical machinery, telephone and telegraph 
instruments, and all lines of fibre washers and bushings 
used in constructional machinery. such as lathes and other 
articles for machinery supply houses so far as fibre products 
Some of the United States Companvy’s lines 
for the Canadian 


are concerned, 
will be made in their Canadian branch 
trade. 

The Western Clock Company. La Salle. Thinots, 
acauired branch works in’ Peterborough, Ontario. 

One of the largest United States companies deciding this 
vear to erect branch works in Canada is the Firestone Tyre 
and Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio, who will build at 
Hamilton, Ontario, where the first unit will have a capacity 
of 3,000 tyres daily. The company's property consists of 
A Canadian corporation is to be formed. 


have 


132 acres. 
Kiectrice Furnace MANCFACTURE. 

Mlectric furnaces and equipment were imported from 
Europe before the war, but are now made in Ontario by a 
firm who recently installed two 6-ton capacity furnaces in 
Hamilton and a one-ton furnace at Walkerville. They also 
shipped a 6-ton furnace to New Zealand, to be used in 
manufacturing steel. The Ontario company makes electric 
furnaces up to 10-ton capacity for use in making steel, pig 
iron, grey iron, calcium carbide, ferro-silicon, ferro-man- 
ganese, ferro-chrome, and other iron allovs. These furnaces 
are designed especially to meet the purpose for which they 
are installed, the company making a speciality of furnaces 
of the tilting type for the manufacture of electric steel. 
In addition to furnaces, thev also manufacture electric 
furnace accessories of all kinds, such as automatic regula- 
tors, hand controllers, current transformers, electric holders, 
roof coolers, electric winches, and magnetic brakes; also 
travelling cranes, mono-rail systems, ete. 

Canapran View or Britisu MANcFACTURERS. 

The following remarks have been made upon his return to 
Canada by the general manager of a prominent Canadian 
advertising agency, after a lengthy visit te the United 
hingdom :—‘The statement that the British manufacturers 
seem prepared to abandon the idea of anv selling effort in 
Canada because they feel they cannot compete with the 
United States is quite truce. T did net content myself with 
a superficial observation, but took off my coat and did a good 
deal of hard work with the manufacturers over there. as I 
was convinced that in no other way could one form an in- 
telligent opinion of the situation. 

“The British manufacturer is undoubtedly insular in one 
regard, in that he cannot conceive it possible that Canadians 
should not know all about him. He considers himself and 
his business of world-wide importance and reputation. He 
takes it for granted that if Canadians do not come to 
England and insist on buying his goods it is because of a 
natural perversity on the part of the Colonials and because 
Canadians prefer to do business with the United States. 
That Canadians have never heard of him or his product. 
and that there is a real sentiment in Canada in favour of 
British coods, seems to him incredible. The suggestion that 
he must come to Canada to sell his product strikes him as 
preposterons.”’ 





NEW ZEALAND. 
HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT. 

The Minister of Public Works, in his Annual State- 
ment for the past official vear, reports that the surveys of 
the Mangahao and Waikato Rivers and Lake Waikaremoana 
were completed to a point enabling definite proposals to be 
submitted for the development of each of these sources of 
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Aiter an exhaustive investigation of alternatiy 
methods of distribution a complete scheme was drawn up. 
jor the North Island, consisting of a network of high- 
tension transmission lines, covering practically the whole 
island, with 50,000, 33,000, and 11.000 volt reticulations to 
all the main centres, and supplving the country districis 
fyi route. ’ 

This system will ultimately be supplied with power from 
the three main power-houses at Mangahao (24,000 horse- 
power), Arapuni (96,000 horse-power), and Waikaremoana 
(40,000 horse-power), with connections to the existing 
power-stations, the Horabora’ Rapids (8,400 horse-power), 
and Wairua Falls (3,800 horse-power). 


power, 


PRELIMINARY OPERATIONS. 

During the year surveys were carried on of the trans- 
nussion lines trom Mangahao to Wellington, Wanganui, 
Dannevirke, and Wairarapa, and from Arapuni to Auckland. 

Work at Mangahao was commenced with road construc- 
tion, and at Arapuni by driving trial levels and shafts to 
explore the foundations of the proposed dain. 

Horanora. 


The Dominion Government took over the installation on 
Ist October, 1919 (see the “Journal” of 380th October, 1919. 
page 534). The amount of power which can now J} 
developed is 8,000 horse-power. A maximum of 3,325 horse- 
power has to be supplied to the vendors, leaving 4,675 horse- 
power available for distribution throughout the surrounding 
districts. The present available supply of power can be 
increased by erecting two more turbines, and steps will be 
taken to give effect to this as soon as practicable. 

OTHER SCHEMES. 

The completiow of plans for the erection of hydro-electric 
works at Waikaremoana, and the survey. of transmission 
lines theretrom to Gisborne and Napier; and thence to 
Wairarapa, are now under consideration. An equal sum 
will also be provided tor elaborating schemes for South 
Island, and, similarly, it is intended to commence operations 
when labour and funds are available. 


SoutH [snanp. 

The extension of the reticulation of Lake Coleridge to 
the districts surrounding Christchurch was pushed on to the 
limited extent permitted by the restricted amount of power 
available, but plans are in hand for further extensions as 
soon as the war restrictions permit, particularly to the 
Akaroa Peninsula and to South Canterbury, Ashburton, 
and Timaru. 

Lake CoLeriper. 

The Lake Coleridge undertaking continued to be increas- 
ingly remunerative. The net revenue for the vear ended 
3lst March, 1919, exceeded the cost of working by £20,186. 
The interest on the capital sunk in the undertaking 
amounted to £15,692, leaving a balance towards Deprecia- 
tion Account of £4,494. For the six months ended 30th 
September, 1919, revenue exceeded the estimate by £2,864, 
and expenditure fell short of the estimate by £645, showing 
a net gain hevond the estimate of £3,509. 


HONGKONG. 


TRADE IN THE SEPTEMBER QUARTER. 
(From WM. Commercial Secretary.) 








HonGKONG. 

The total value of the Colony’s trade in the September 
quarter is given as £42.026,199—an increase of approxi- 
mately £7,500,000 over the figures for June quarter. The 
increase is most noticeable in the export total, and was 
largely due to heavy rice shipments to Japan. 

Unttep Kinepom TraAve. 

lt is satisfactory to note that the total value of the direct 
trade between Hongkong and the United Kingdom (imports 
€1,421,297, exports £851,280) exceeded the figures for the 
previous three months by about £1,000,000, imports having 
risen in value by about £600,000, and exports by £400,000. 

The largest imports were those coming under the heading» 
of piece-goods (£551,626), metals (£266,320), quicksilver 
(€83,928), machinery and engines (£59,165), and paints 
(£52,170). ; 

Amongst exports to the United Kingdom the following 
were the most important:—Lard (£135,142), wood ol 
(£105,301), vegetable oils, other (£99,975), ground nut oll 
(£62,258), cassia (£53,830), hides and skins (£53,439), jams 
and preserves (£51,772), and refined sugar (£44,382). 

But for the shortage of freight space the export trade to 
Great Britain would probably have reached larger dimen- 
sions. although the high silver exchange was also a serious 
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abstacle tO eNporters, since the end of the Garter the 
suipping situation has shown some signs of improvement, 
but the price of silver has climbed to still higher levels, and 
tor the time being the CXNPOre trade 1S almost at a stand- 
still. 

Japan’s Traps. 

Japan's trade with Hongkong during the quarter was 
valued at £6,131.627, an increase ot £2,134,751 over the 
rotal tor the preceding three months. Whilst, however, tle 
exports to Japan rose trom £1,316,772 to £4,379,759, mainly 
owing to heavy shipments of rice, imports fron, that 
conntry fell in value trom £2,680,104 to £1,751,868. This 
falling-off, which is observable under almost every heading 
in the Returns, is undoubtedly to be attributed in a great 
measure to the bovcott of Japanese goods still being en- 
forced in China. 

The following were the principal imports from Japan 
during the quarter:—Coal (£415,716), cotton varn 
(£350,719), matches (£183,170), cotton — piece-goods 
(£131.766!, paper (£110,985), and fish and fishery products 
(£70,739). 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Imports from the United States of America were valued 

at £2.750,806, and exports to that country at £1.634.842, 


‘an increase in both cases of more than £500,000 over the 


figures for the previous quarter. 

By far the most important import from the United States 
was kerosene oil (£1,406,833), other figures being: Raw 
tobacco (£316,393). metals (£297,930), ginseng (£91,604), 
lubricating oil (£63,525), and hardware (£58,866). The 
chief exports to America were:—Rice £642,855): sesamuin 
oil (£246,435), camphor (£132,463), wolframite (£52.075), 
and wood oil (£52,705). 

OTHER TRADE. 

The total trade between Hongkong and countries in 
Europe amounted to only £291,394, imporis being valued at 
£72,229, and exports at £219,165. 

Of the total imports from India. valued at £1.876.955, 


«oiton varn represented a value of £1,693,500, and amongst 


exports. refined sugar (£308,787), silk goods (£161,620), and 
waste silk (£66,888) were the most important. 

Other countries which figure prominently in the Returns 
are French Indo-China (£4,896,363). Siam (£1,751.560). 
Straits Settlements (£1,.581,000), and Netherlands East 
Indies (£990,822). Trade with these countries. however, 
consists mainly of an interchange of foodstuffs, fuel. raw 
materials of various descriptions, and articles required for 
the special needs of Chinese settlers in foreign lands, and 
is of no very direct interest to manufacturers in the United 
Kingdom. 

Cotton Pirece-Goops. 

Turning to the statistics with reference to specific articles 
in the Returns, the figures for cotton piece-goods are those 
most interesting to British manufacturers. The total 
imports during the quarter were valued at £874,752. those 
from the United Kingdom accounting for £551.626, and 
Japanese imports for €131,766. © During the same period 
exports were valued at £1,349,870, showing a further sub- 
stantial reduction in the stocks held in the colony. Apart 
from the figures shown in these Returns, a brisk business 
was done durine the three months under review. of which 
the results should be apparent in the statistics for the next 
two quarterly periods. At present, however, the extremely 
high prices in the United Kingdom and the difficulty or 
impossibilitv of obtaining delivery before October-November 
this vear have almost put a stop to new business, and very 
few orders are being booked. 

TRON AND STEEL. 

Tron and steel imports during the quarter were valued 
at £196.120, a decrease of almost £250,000 in comparison 
with the figures for the previous three months. The falling 
of is mainly apparent in shipments from the United States, 
whilst those from Great Britain show a slight increase in 
value. Rising prices in the producing centres and difficulty 
in securing early delivery have combined to limit business 
in these lines. and the market is at present extremely dull. 

Harpwarr ann MACHINERY. 

Hardware imports were valued at £104,139. more than 
half coming from the United States, but in this trade also 
the market is weak. 

Machinery to the value of £117,771 was imported. Great 
Britain’s share of this trade amouniing to £58,110, but the 
political troubles in South China, and the diffieultv in 
ensuring early delivexyies owing to the unsettled Jabour 
situation at home, have prevented any great activity in the 
machinery husiness. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The large import of quicksilver from the United King- 

dom, valued at €83.928 out of a total of £99,203, is notice- 
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able. This quicksilver is used in the manufacture of ver- 
milion, an important local industry. 

INerosene oil was imported to the value of £1,632,328, 
seven-elghts of this total being represented by shipments 
from the United States. ) 

The bulk of the imports of paint, amounting in all to the 
value of £86,212, came from the United Kingdom, and the 
remainder mainly from the United States. 

Raw tobacco to the value of £366.037 was imported during 
the quarter, American imports accounting for £316.393, and 
the balance coming from North China. Much of this 
tohaceo was for re-export to Shanghai and the North, but 
a considerable quantity of American and Chinese leaf is 
consumed locally in the manufacture of cigarettes by the 
Canton-Nanyang Brothers Tobacco Company, a Chinese 
corporation, 

Sole leather imported was valued at £222,545, and came 
mainly from the Straits Settlements, Siam. and French 
Indo-China. The bulk of this trade is in a verv low crade 
of leather prepared by native methods, the demand for 
goods of a better and more expensive type being very 
iimited. , 

Imports of matches were yalued at £183,170, and came 
almost entirely from Japan. This figure shows a falling off 
In Comparison with last quarter’s returns, but in spite of 
the boycott the Japanese still enjoy almost a monopoly of 
this trade. ' 

Paper imports amounted to a value of £231,019, about 
half coming from Japan, and the balance chiefly from the 
United States and North China. 

Cotton yarn is one of the most important items in Hong- 
kong’s trade, the value of the imports during the three 
months amounting to £2,214,183, whilst exports were valued 
at €2.438,090. Two-thirds of the total imports came from 
India, Japan and North China supplying the balance. 

Imports of aniline dyes were still very small, being valued 
at only £14,994, and those of artificial indigo at £623. It 
would seem, however, that the Chinese dealers now realise 
that there is no immediate likelihood of large stocks of 
German dyes being placed on this market, and it is under- 
stood that within the past few months fairly large orders 
have been placed with American and Swiss manufacturers. 

The local rice market was unusually active during the 
period under review, and owing to shortage in various con- 
suming centres and to the action of speculators, prices were 
pushed up toa very high level. As a consequence there was 
much distress amongst the native population of Hongkong, 
and for a time the situation was undoubtedly serious; but 
relief measures were at once undertaken by the Colonial 
authorities, and conditions have since become practically 
normal. Imports of rice during the quarter reached a 
total value of £3.278,028, wluilst exports were valued at 
£4 ,392.596. 

The value of the sugar imported during the quarter 1s 
not available, but exports were valued at £3,304,507. The 
market at present is very quiet, and little business is being 
effected. 

Imports of coal were valued at £598,863, of which 
Japanese shipments amounted to £415,716, and those from 
North China to £107,946. 

The export trade generally, excluding rice, sugar, and 


raw silk. was inactive during September quarter, owing to the 


high silver exchange and lack of shipping. The business in 


silk, mainly for America, was very brisk, but as practically 
all this cargo passes through the Colony on through bills of 


lading from Canton, it does not figure in the Trade Returns. 
Amongst other descriptions of produce exported to foreign 


countries there was a moderate business in the following :-— 


Peanut oil (£401,771). of which shipments to the United 
States were valued at £246,435. and those to Great Britain 
at £62,258. 

Lard (£334.603). mainly to the United States and Great 
Britain. 

Hides (£211,297), principally to Japan and the Straits 
Settlements. i 

Wood oil (£183,070), shipments to the United Kingdom 
being valued at £105,301, and those to America at £52,705. 

Firecrackers (£112.767). 

Vegetable oils, other (£106,214), mainly to the United 
Kingdom. 

Rattans (£105,047). 

Aniseed oil (£43,972). 

For the time being the phenomenally high silver exchange 
has practically put a stop to the export trade to foreign 
countries, and little improvement can be looked for until 
conditions become more normal. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
EUROPE. 


DENMARK. 
TRADE SITUATION. 
(rom H.M. Commercial Necretary.) 
CoPENHAGEN. 

There is no doubt that the present very unsatisfactory 
economic situation in Denmark is. in great measure, due 
to the very large purchases made by the Danes in the 
United States of America during 1919. 











SPECULATIVE Buytne In 1919. 

Anticipating a speedy return to more or less normal trade 
conditions in Russia, the Baltic States and Germany, the 
Danes at the cessation of hostilities commenced to buy large 
yuantities of goods with the intention of re-exporting to 
those markets. Some re-export has indeed taken place, but 
a very considerable part of the goods so imported still remain 
in this country. The reason for this is that on the one 
hand the falling rate of the currencies of the markets in 
question rendered profitable trade almost impossible, and 
on the other the fact that in a number of instances goods of 
the same kind were exported direct troia America to those 
markets as well as to Denmark. 

Enlightenment on the effects of the simultaneous activi- 
ties of Americans in neighbeuring markets has, however. 
come too late for the Danes to save the wealth they had 
accumulated during the war. much of which has therefore 
found its way th American pockets. The Americans have 
“skimmed the cream’ of this market because they were in 
a position to deliver goods at a time when British firms 
could not even hold out hopes of delivery within a reason- 
able time, and because the Danes allowed themselves to he 
carried away bv the hope of doing a large entrepodt trade 
in American goods. 


ANALYSIS OF AMERICAN IMporRTs. 

While undoubtedly very considerable quantities of 
American manufactured goods, notably textiles, appeared 
on this market for the first time in 1919. it must not be 
forgotten that a number of American products, such as 
erains, fodderstuffs, packers’ products, canned fruits, as 
well as certain agricultural machinery, were regularly 
imported before the war, though much of this trade was 
done via Hamburg. In the American, as also in the Danish 
pre-war statistics, these goods would therefore appear as 
exports to and imports from Germany respectively. Thus 
although recent figures for the Danish imports from the 
United States of America are undoubtedly remarkable, they 
do not entirely represent new business. There is, moreover, 
reason to believe that in many cases the importers of these 
new classes of American goods have not heen old-established 
firms, but rather new ‘“‘war’’ firms, whose acquired taste 
for speculative business lead them to accept the tempting 
offers received from America in the hope of quick and large 
profits to be obtained by re-export to the emptv markets 
to the south and east. These ‘“‘war’’ firms will probably 
in some cases lose heavilv by their rashness. Older and 
hetter-established firms, however, who can afford to have 
capital bound for some time, will probably make a suitable 
profit in the end, as the goods were in many instances pur- 
chased when the rate of exchange was in favour of the 
Danish buyer. Since then. not only have the prices of 
goods risen considerably in the countries of production. but 
jhe rate of exchange has altered against Denmark. This 
applies to Danish purchases both in America and in the 
United Kingdom. The fall in the rate of exchange for 
Danish kroner is indeed a blessing in disguise for some of 
the speculative Danish importers of American goods who. 
it is stated, now find it possible in certain cases to ship the 
coods back to America at a profit. 


AMERICAN ANpD Britisa Metuops. 


Although it is regrettable that so much of Denmark’s 
war profit should have gone to America, the ultimate result 
ef this sudden American boom in Denmark should he to 
the advantage of British trade. The Danes have had the 
opportunity of comparing British and American business 
methods, and (as British firms became better able to 
deliver) the relative sizes of the North Sea and the Atlantic 
Ocean, with results almost equally favourable to the British 
exporter in both cases. Recently, when the dispropor- 
tionately high rate of exchange for dollars was added to 
the other reasons for dissatisfaction with American business, 
a noticeable number of Danish business men have been seek- 
ing British houses to replace the American connections. At 
one time the majority of Danes had heen lead to believe 
that America was the only country from which it could be 
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hoped to obtain goods. This belief is gradually disappear- 
ing. and if the British exporter, while maintaining his 
high standard of business honesty increases his readiness to 
meet the requirements of customers in this country, he 
need fear no competitor in any article which he is able 
to place on the market at competitive prices. 





NETHERLANDS. 
BEET SUGAR SUPPLIES. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
THe Hague. 

Tie latest reports on beet sugar state that the tota? 
quantity of beet sugar produced in October and November 
amounted to 179,654 tons, as compared with 101,711 tons 
ior the same period in 1918, and 148,055 tons in 1917. 

The total quantity produced is below the original estimate 
of 20010 tons—the estimate now being 190-195,000 tons 
The total consumption of sugar for the first eleven months 
of 1919 amounted to 164,602 tons, on which basis the con- 
sumption for the whole vear would amount to about 179,000 
tons. 

The total production of 195,000 tons of raw sugar. which 
is equal to 175,000 tons of refined, will therefore not he 
sufficient for the requirements of 1920, so that the balance 
will have to be imported. 

Sugar imports in 1919 amounted to 35,349 tons of raw 
cane trom Ist January to 30th September. Exports during 
the same period amounted to 14,900 tons of refined cane. 
2.831 raw beet, and 2,345 tons of raw cane. 








FROUMANIA. 


REQUISITION OF GRAIN. 


(From H.M. Commcreial Scerctary.) 
BUCHAREST. 

A Decision has been made by the Council of Ministers 
which prevents the free movement in this country of grain 
of all kinds, and it holds all stocks, wherever situated. at 
the disposal of the Ministries of Agriculture and Domains, 
and Commerce and Industry. 

An explanatory note states that ihe autunin sowings only 
amount to about 25 per cent. of the area sown in normal 
times. The Ministers therefore demand the requisition of 
all stocks in order to meet the needs of the country for food. 
and to ensure a supply of seed corn sufficient to sow, not 
only the normal spring wheat area, but also the areas left 
unsown this autumn. 

Tt will be noticed that this Decision does not refer te 

maize. Tt is generally believed that the maize harvests have 
more than fulfilled expectations and that there should be 
good surplus available for export at the present moment. 
The text of the Decision is :— 
Art. 1.—Each and every quantity of wheat, rve. barley, 
oats. peas, and millet, together with all their derivatives 
now warehoused in private warehouses, railwav stations, 
ports. docks, or any other kind of warehouse and belonging 
to grain merchants, dulv registered or not. is declared to 
be requisitioned and held at the disposal of the Ministries 
of Agriculture and Domains and Industry and Commerce 
in order to be used only as seed corn and for food. 

Art. 2.—MM. the Ministers, Secretaries of State for the 
Departments of Agriculture and Domains and Tndustrv and 
Commerce are entrusted with the carrying out of this 
present decision and are authorised to take all measures 


which they mav consider necessary for its execution, 


_ 


‘ 
< 








AFRICA. 
MOROCCO. 


——— oe t—- 


DIRECTION OF TRADF. 
(From FW.AM. Agent.) 





TANGIER. 

Ti is now possthle to surve J the whole field of Moroceo’s 
trade for the vear 1918. The trade of the country by all 
routes continued to increase in value during the vear, the 
total of imports and exports together being valued at 
72,865,078 francs more than in 1917, an increase of 146 
per eent. The imports showed an increase of 6,531,472 
francs, or 17-8 per cent., and the exports 7,550,358 francs, 
or 7 per cent, 

Arcerta~n Froxtizr TRapre. 

The trade across the land frontier also increased, the 
imports by 2,420,000 frs.. or 5-7 per cent., and exports by 
5.644.000 frs.. or 4:6 per cent. The articles which. showed 
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the greatest advance were wines and spirits (1,767,000 frs.), 
the increase 1n quantity, however, being only 2,407 hecto- 
litres; iron, 1,074,000 frs. increase; silks, 4,053,000 frs. 
increase; cottons, 7,145,000 frs. increase. Of these a con- 
siderable portion were of British origin. All articles on the 
list of imports across the Algerian frontier figure as French 
goods, but some of them are, in fact, of British origin. It 
is impossible, however, to ascertain to what extent this is 
the case. The following articles show a marked decrense :— 
Live stock, corn, sugar, vegetables, hardware, leather goods. 

Among the exports an increase of 2,292,000 frs. in the 

ralue of live stock was shown. 
Menitia TRAve. 

Though included in the trade of Morocco, strictly speak- 
ing it is only the goods that pass out of Melilla to Morocco 
that should be taken into account. It is not yet possible, 
however, to obtain accurate statistics of this trade. The 
trade of Melilla shows an increase of 6,796,693 frs.. or 
16 per cent., in imports, but it is nearly a million less than 
in 1916. The items showing the greatest increase are:— 
Flour, 1,233,802 frs.; wines and spirits, 1,263,086 frs., 
though in quantity only 1,204 hectolitres increase: cottons. 
4.922.073 increase, the increase in quantity being 2.305 
metric quintals; woollen goods, 959461 frs. increase. 
Groceries and sugar show a decrease. The trade of Great 
Britain with Melilla shows an advance of 1,045,214 frs.. 
that of Spain 6,643,003 frs.. whilst other countries show a 
failing off. 

TrapeE BY tHE Ports. 

It is the trade by the ports which is of most interest, 
and here we find a greater proportionate increase in im- 
ports than is the case in the trade by all routes. In exports 
there is, on the other hand, a slight decrease. The figures 
are:—Imports, 56,098,027 frs. increase, or 20-9 per cent.; 
exports, 2,504,200 frs. decrease, or 2-2 per cent. ; total trade, 
53.593.827 frs. increase, or 14 per cent. 

DireCTION oF TRADE. 

It is interesting to compare the trade of the different 
countries in 1918 with that of 1913, the last vear unaffected 
by the war. 


IMPORTS. 
1918. 1913. 
Francs. Per cent. 
Great Britain —.......... + 29,797 591 + 143-1} 
0 ee OREO + 3,249 806 4+ 94-9 
PL _ctinnitaeipenducadinniys + 19,068 .336 + 678-0) 
United States. ........... +. 2,451,059 + 597-6 
ST -seussnsibbnscdwcavecwans —~1,081,344 +92 
Re + 2,413,104 —14-°8 
Serer —143,452 —93-4 
EXPORTS. 
Francs. Per cent. 
1918. 1913. 

Great Britain ......... ... —1,.654,842 164-2 
es —2.910,949 + 556-2 
EE | 9: (Dicsieniclatenewenenys —76,218 —24°5 
United States ............ + 179,228 +. 993-2 
SN . decnsheatasadeuins a + 1,316,386 + 253°7 
a — — 
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The trade of Belgium, Germany, and Austria-Hungary 
practically ceased. 

The share of the various countries in the import trade 
at the ports was as follows:-—United Kingdom 33-3 per 
cent.: France 39-6 per cent.; Spain 21-58 per cent. : United 


States 3:3 per cent.: Sweden 0:9 per cent.: Italy 0-4 per 


cent: others 1:0 per cent. In exports their respective shares 
were: —United Kingdom 9-8 per cent.: France 81:5 per 
cent.; Spain 4:2 per cent.: Italy 1:6 per cent. United 
States 1-4 per cent.: other countries 1-1 per cent. 

The increase in imports was. as might be expected. in 
value rather than in quantities: the only articles imported 
in larger quantities during the vear were wines and spirits. 
soap, tohacco, machinery, and jewellery. 

Brittsu TRADE. 

The trade of the United Kingdom gained bv the increased 
trade in cottons, coal. soap. and iron, but showed a decline 
in candles, tea, coffee. spices. and hardware. The loss of 
trade in tea and coffee was not. however, so serious as the 
figures indicate, as several British firms had their tea. 
coffee, and other goods of colonial and foreign origin sent 
for transhipment to Marseilles instead of to London, various 
circumstances combining to make that route more favour- 
able, 


Frencu TRADE. 


French trade shows an advance in tea. cottons, hardware. 
leather voods and soap. and a falling off in sugar, flour, 
and linen and jute goods. 
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Trade REPRESENTATION IN FRANCE. 

The Protectorate Government is to subsidise offices opened 
at Bordeaux, Lyons, and Marseilles, in connection with the 
office at Paris and the principal Chambers of Commerce in 
France, and to appoint an official as Director of the same. 

SpaNisH TRADE. 


Of imported goods from Spain, the following show an 
increased value:—Wines and_ spirits, flour, vegetables, 
timber, hardware, leather goods, and tobacco, whilst 
there was a decrease in oil. 

Export RESTRICTIONS. 

In considering the export trade of Moroccan ports during 
the year under review, one must bear in mind that much of 
the produce of the country was bought up by the French 
Government for military purposes, whilst, of the rest, some 
was reserved for local consumption and some could only be 
exported to France. Otherwise there would doubtless have 
been a considerably larger quantity of cereals and other 
produce shipped to the United Kingdom and presumably 
less to France. The removal of restrictions is of the greatest 
importance to British trade in general, as it is the absence 
of return freights that makes it difficult for our shipping 
companies to provide a really efficient service to this coast, 
and the want of such service re-acts on the import trade 
with the United Kingdom, for merchants can never be sure 
when goods ordered will be received, and orders which would 
have been placed in the United Kingdom, if prompt delivery 
could be assured, go elsewhere in consequence, 

Revative Trape or Various Ports. 

The import trade of Casablanca continues to increase by 
leaps and bounds; it has more than doubled itself in four 
vears, and is now 43-4 per cent. of the total import trade 
of all three zones of Morocco, and more than four times 
that of any other port, Rabat coming next. and then Tan- 
gier. In exports the trade of Casablanca shows a small 
falling off. whilst that of Mazagan. now second on the list, 
Mogador, Tangier, Laraiche, and Arzila show an increase. 

TRADE OF CASABLANCA, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER, 191%. 


During the first nine months of last vear goods to the 
weight of 42,133 tons and the value of 49,486,367 frs. were 
imported from France, and consisted mainly of sugar 
(25.122.265 frs.}, textiles, iron and steel, wines and cement. 
From the United Kingdom 31,504 tons. valued at 36,656,592 
frs., were received, made up chiefly of textiles (17,492,257 
frs.), paints (4,300,625 frs.), provisions (3,891,880 frs.), coal 
3.406.877 frs.), iron and steel (3,166,443 frs.), and building 
materials (3,004,644 frs.). Spain sent 11,898 tons, valued at 
8.881.862 frs.. principally in wines (4.454,814 frs.), oils and 
building materials. Shipments from the United States in- 
cluded mineral oils (valued at 1,938,445 frs.), and coffee. 

SHIPMENTS FROM THE Port. 

Moroccan exports leaving Casablanca for France or the 
United Kingdom aggregated 67,849 tons, valued at 54,018,561 
frs.. during the first nine months of 1919, of which 62,988 
tons. valued at 48,878,657 frs.. were bound for France, the 
United Kingdom’s share thus being 4,861 tons, valued at 
5,139,904 frs. The leading articles of export in approximate 
order of their value were pigs, linseed, beans, sheepskins, 
chick peas, wool, barley, cattle, and wheat. 

OvENINGS FoR TRADE. 

In Morocco. agriculture, cattle breeding, mining indus- 
tries. and building trades have produced appreciable profits. 
It is stated that in 1917 2,500,000 hectares were under 
cultivation and produced 4,500,000 metric quintals of wheat, 
7.000.000 metric quintals of barley, 1,250,000 metric quintals 
of maize, together with large quantities of millet, beans, 
peas, ete. Cattle stocks included 800,000 cattle, 5,000,000 
sheep, and the French market was well supplied with pigs 
and eggs. 
my very large market is open for the following commodi- 
ties: Textiles. candles, soaps, synthetic periumes, preserves 
of all kinds and building and constructional materials. 





ASIA. 


CHINA. 
CUSTOMS REVENUES. 


The following is a copy of a telegram received by the 
Chinese Minister in London from Sir Francis Aglen. the 
Inspector-General of Maritime Customs :— 

“Maritime revenue collection in round numbers Tls. 
46,000,000, at average exchange equivalent ahout 
£14,566,000, is highest on record. exceeding 1918 record col- 
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tion. to which opium largely contributed, by about Tls. 

2.1130,00U if calculated in silver, and £7,925,000 if calculated 

n gold; increase over 1913 about Tls. 9,655,000. — Native 
€ustoms collection in round numbers, Tls. 4,491,000, at 
average exchange equivalent about £1,422,060, also a record. 
Aiter meeting all foreign Joan and indemnity obligations 
~ecured on Maritime Customs and Native Customs 
Revenues, including 1913 Reorganisation Loan, and provid- 
ing tor cost of collection and various fixed appropriations 
for River Conservancy, for harbour improvement works, etc., 
over Tis. 2.604.090, at average exchange equivalent about 
(7.159.000, has been handed over to Chinese Government 
during vear. 

“Of above sum over Tls. 7,079,000 represented balance of 
1918 Maritime Collection. From amount released Govern- 
ment appropriated and handed over to the Inspector-General 
over Tls. 4.795.000 for service of domestic loans. Foreign 
loans and indemnities service dependent on Customs 
revennes require annual disbursement of £7,000,000. At 
present exchange revenues controlled by the Inspector- 
General produce about £20,000,000 annually. If silver main- 
tains present price very considerable margin of unpledged 
revenue remains at disposal of Chinese Government.— 
AGLEN.”’ 





CHINA (Manchuria). 


CROP PROSPECTS. 
(From H.M. Acting Consul.) 





DAIREN. 


The sova bean crop south of and around Mukden is some- 
thing like 30 per cent. less than that of the previous season, 
and in Tiehling and Kaiyuan districts, where best beans 
are produced, about 15 per cent. less, while Kungchuling, 
Changehun, and southern part of Changchun-Harbin dis- 
tricts approximately 20 per cent. less. Changchun-HKirin 
line districts seems to have suffered from drought less than 
their neighbouring districts. The crop around about there 
is said to be not much below 10 per cent. less. 

In North Manchuria it is vet too premature to form any 
definite opinion owing to unsettled conditions (economically 
and politically). However, it is obvious that the crop there 
has also suffered from lack of moisture in the maturing 
season. It is generally believed in the Harbin market that 
the crop may be about 20 per cent. less than last year. But 
how much of this shortage will be made up by increased 
acreage is difficult to tell at present. Taking the troubled 
political situatign and the disturbed economical state into 
consideration, it will be too much to expect any appreciable 
increase in acreage this season. 

Taking the average of the whole of Manchuria, the crop of 
this season would be 15 to 20 per cent. less than previous 
season, or 10 per cent. less than the supposed normal crop. 
The quality of the beans, so far as can be judged from 
arrivals at Dairen, is better, as thev are well dried and 
received no damage bv rain or snow during harvest season. 
It is expected that the present crop will give a_ slightly 
hetter vield of oil. 

No official statistics are available regarding the sova bean 
harvest of Manchuria, but according to figures compiled 
hy a local bean mill. which may be considered fairly reliable, 
the following may be taken as approximately correct: 


S. Manchuria. N. Manchuria. Total. 

Year. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
ee 1.388.600 520.000 1.908 600 
1916... 1.332.000 550.000 1.882.000 
Pere 1.380.600 600.000 1.980.600 
a T.530,000 570,000 2.100.000 


(**Ton’’ is the short ton of 2.000 Ib.) 


KAOLTIANG. 

Early in the season it was generally stated that the crop 
for the year had been seriously affected by drought, but 
the latest information from various districts gives a more 
hopetul prospect. This season’s crop may be 10 per cent. 
below last vear’s. 

Maize. 

This has been most seriously affected by weather : some of 
the plants were pulled out before they got seed. Crop is 
said to he 20 to 30 per cent. of average, thus accounting 
tor the present high prices in the local market. 

WHEAT. 


Wheat is chiefly grown in North Manchuria, so much so 
that the crop reports from North are somewhat conflicting. 
However, we cannot expect a better crop than last year, as 
ithe weather was certainly unfavourable during the growing 
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season. In South Manchuria the crop is said to be just 
about normal. 

lt is still too early to make even an approximate forecast 
of the crops for 1919, but according to reports received 
from reliable sources, prospects in South Manchuria appear 
to be better within the usual period, and as there was a 
fair amount of rain in June, the voung plants are so far 
doing very well. Beans and other produce are expected to 
vield # better harvest than in a normal year. 

In North Manchuria the outlook is not so good. The 
weather in the north has been too dry and exceedingly hot. 





LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


THE SUGAR SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
Buenos AIREs. 
In a Report furnished by the Director of Rural Economy 
and Statistics to the Minister of Agriculture, the sugar pro- 
duction of the Republic in 1919 is placed at 270,000 tons, 
distributed as follows :— 








Tons. 
Nc suirentbiunenianensommnund 225,000 
SEEN nakesvtbistganligehinknanunis - 35,000 
Salta, Corrientes and Chaco 10,000 
I ice aa aaeicusnting 270,000 


YIELD. 

In Tucuman, the sugar plantations occupy an area of 
77,250 hectares. With an average yield of 38,000 kilos per 
hectare, a total of 2,958,300 tons of cane is obtained, which 
gives 214,477 tons of sugar, or 2,763 kilos (22 tons) of sugar 
per hectare. In Jujuy, plantations cover an area of 9,983 
hectares. The average yield of cane may be placed at 50,0i)) 
kilos, and of sugar at 35,000 tons, or, say, 35 tons of sugar 
per hectare. The output of sugar in 1919 was the largest 
since 1914, as the following comparisons indicate : — 


Tons. Tons. 
SE (kshananvanesianies  «—§EE sda cenenceces 88,075 
DE knkenniimenteanka Ck Re) | ee 125,95) 
TE ennsesesnortaevones EE — SN ceskatanescatereios 260,000) 
Annual average 189,775 Annual average 158,000) 


Homer Coxscwetion. 
On the basis of a consumption of 26 kilos per inhabitant, 
an estimate of stocks in November, according to the Report, 
gives the following result :— 


ee 125,950 
RN, kansas -knusndduvnksexunee 110,490 
236,440 
Kxportation ............... 23 
Consumption ............... 230,080 
——-— 230,103 
RE sui ciminichaneesisnebiienmnnkiunts 6,337 
Production, 1919 (estimated) ...... 270,000 
BI iidecane. whibiniebacactnns . 20,039 
296 ,376 
SE dcviticccvccisscenieswccnsnes 234 ,222 
BE, Sinccexisarndacecsicntasceranas 62,154 





The extraordinary harvest in 1914, added to the stock on 
hand from the preceding vear, gave a stock of 432,000 tons: 
but 121,000 tons were exported in 1914-1915, and as the 1916 
production barely sufficed to cover 37 per cent. of home 
requirements, it was necessary to resort to importation. 

The Report therefore emphasises the desirability of reserv- 
ing a stock for quite reasonable contingencies. 


——_—- ct 





HAYTI. 
NEW SUGAR COMPANY. 

The Government of Hayti have granted a concession 1 
the Anglo-Haytian Sugar Company for the erection of 4 
Sugar Central and other enterprises in Hayti. 

The bve-laws and regulations under which the concessio 
is granted, and the statutes of the company, may be cot 
sulted on application to the Department of Overseas Trade. 


tt 
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Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 


a 


AFRICA: CONGO BASIN. 











CONVENTION REVISING THE GENERAL ACT 
OF BERLIN, 1885, AND THE GENERAL 
ACT AND DECLARATION OF BRUSSELS, 
1890). 


This Convention, which was signed at Saint-Germain-en- 
Laye on 10th September, 1919, takes the place so far as 
regards the parties to it, of the General Act of Berlin and 
ithe General Act and Declaration of Brussels. It applies to 
that part of Africa known as the Conventional Basin of the 
Congo, 1.e., the regions (as defined in Art. 1 of the General 
Act of 1885) drained by the Congo and its affluents with 
certain territories to the North and East. 

The Signatory Powers are the United States of America, 
Belgium, the British Empire, France, ltaly, Japan, and 
Portugal, and it is provided that States exercising authority 
over African territories, and other States, Members of the 
League ot Nations, which were parties to either of the 
above Acts. may adhere to this Convention. (Article 14.) 

Complete commercial equality between nationals of the 
Signatory and Adhering Powers is guaranteed in the area 
above reterred to. Merchandise belonging to nationals of 
such Powers is to have free access to the interior of the 
regions in question, and no differential treatment of such 
merchandise is allowed on importation or exportation, 
transit remaining free from all duties, taxes, or dues ex- 
cept those collected for services rendered. 

Vessels fiving the flag of any of the Powers in question 
are to have free access to the coast and maritime ports in 
the territories specified and are to be subject to no differen- 
tial treatment. 

Subject to these provisions the States concerned reserve 
to themselves complete liberty of action as to Customs and 
navigation regulations and tariffs to be applied in their 
territories. (Article 2.) 

Nationals of the Signatory and Adhering Powers within 
the Conventional area are guaranteed national treatment 
as regards the protection of their persons and effects, the 
acquisition and transmission of their movable and_ real 
property and the exercise of their protessions. (Article 3.) 

Each State reserves the right to dispose freely of its 
property and to grant concessions for the development of 
the natural resources of the territory, but there may he no 
differentiation in this respect between nationals of the 
Signatory and the adhering States. (Article 4.) 

Articles 5-9 deal with the navigation of the Niger. of its 
branches and outlets, and of all the rivers, and of their 
branches and outlets, within the territories of the Conven- 
tional area as well of the lakes situated within those terri- 
tories. 

*Treatv Series, No. 18, Cmd. 477. Price 1d. net. 1919. 

Navigation in the rivers and waters in question is to be 
entirely free for merchant vessels and for the transport of 
goods and passengers, Equal treatment is to be granted to 
the vessels of all Signatory and Adhering Powers. Naviga- 
tion shall not be subject to any restrictions or to any dues 
or tolls based on the mere fact of navigation, nor shall any 
transit duty be levied on goods on board. Only such taxes 
or duties may be collected as may be an equivalent for 
services rendered, and in this case there may be no differen- 
tiation. Similar provisions are applied to roads. railways 
and canals constructed to obviate navigational difficulties 
on certain of these rivers and lakes. 

Provisions regarding slavery, religious liberty, and the 
protection of missions, ete., are also included, but the 
trafie in spirituous liquors is dealt with in a separate Con- 
vention signed on the same date. 

Disputes are to be settled in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the Covenant of the League of Nations, and, in 
any case, the Signatory Powers are to reassemble in ten 
years’ time in order to introduce into it such modifications 
as experience may have shown to be necessary. 





—_— 


AFRICA. 





CONVENTION RELATING TO THE LIQUOR 
TRAFFIC IN AFRICA, 

A Convention for the restriction of the Liquor Traffie in 

Africa was signed at Saint Germain-en-Laye by the chief 

Allied and Associated Powers (Umited States of America, 
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Belgium, the British Empire, France. Italv, Japan, and 
Portugal), on 10th September, 1919. Its provisions replace 
those of previous International Conventions on the same 
latter so far as they are binding on parties to the present 
Convention. 

The provisions of the Convention apply to the territories 
which are or may be subjected to the control of the con- 
tracting parties throughout the whole continent of Africa 
with the exception of Algiers, Tunis, Morocco, Libva. 
Egypt, and the Union of South Africa. The provisions 
appheable to the Continent of Africa are to apply to the 
islands lying within 100 nautical miles of the coast. 

The importation, distribution, sale and possession of 
trade spirits of every kind, and of beverages mixed with 
these spirits, are prohibited in the above area. The defini- 
tion ot trade spirits is left to the local Governments con- 
cerned, but it is agreed that efforts will be made to establish 
uniform nomenclature and uniform measures against fraud. 
(Article 2.) 

The prohibition extends also to beverages containing 
certain essential oils and chemical products which are recog- 
nised as injurious to health, such as thujone, star anise, 
henzoic aldehyde, salicyclic esters, hysop, and absinthe. 

An import duty of not less than 800 francs per hectolitre 
of pure alcohol is to be levied on all distilled beverages 
whose importation is allowed, except that in the Italian 
colonies the duty may be not less than 600 francs. The 
importation, sale and possession of spirituous liquors is 
prohibited in those areas where their use has not been 
developed. An exception from these provisions is made in 
the case of limited quantities destined tor the consumption 
of non-native persons, 

The manutacture of distilled beverages and the possession 
of, and commerce in, stills and similar apparatus are for- 
bidden (except in the Italian colonies). Apparatus used 
for pharmaceutical and scientific purposes, and also such 
plant as is employed under supervision for the production 
of commercial alcohol, are excepted from these provisions. 

Disputes are to be settled according to the Covenant of 
the League of Nations, and every effort is to be_made to 
secure the adhesion of other States exercising authority 
over African territory. 

Modifications may be introduced into the Convention by 
common agreement in five years’ time. 

‘Treaty Series No. 19. Cmd. 478. Price 1d. net. 1919. 





NORWAY—PORTUGAL. 


DENUNCIATION OF COMMERCIAL 
; TREATY. 

The “‘Tidens Tegn” ot 27th December reports that the 
Norwegian Government have denounced, with twelve 
months’ notice from 13th December, their Commercial 
Treaty with Portugal of 31st December, 1895, together with 
the supplementary Convention of 11th April, 1903. 

The reasons tor this denunciation given by the Norwegian 
Government are that a number of countries have denounced 
their Commercial Treaties with Norway and that Norway 
desires to have full freedom of action as regards her tariff 
policy and her policy on the alcohol question. At the same 
time the Norwegian Government express the hope that 
negotiations may soon be commenced for the conclusion of 
a new Commercial Treaty with Portugal. 

‘A notice of the Treaty of 1895 was published on pages 
439-441 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ for April, 1896, 
and a notice of the supplementary Convention of 1903 on 
page 218 of the ‘Board of Trade Journal” for 30th July, 
1903. ] 





SWEDEN—GERMANY. 
PROLONGATION OF COMMERCIAL TREATY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt. through the Foreign 
Office, of information from His Majesty’s Minister at 
Stockholm, to the effect that the Commercial Treaty of 
2nd May, 1911, between Sweden and Germany, which was 
to have expired on 31st December, 1919 (see ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ of 23rd January. 1919, page 117), has been 
prolonged until 3lst March, 1920. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








LLOYD'S SHIPBUILDING 


FOR 1919. 

Liovd’s Register (Annual Shipbuilding Returns for 1919) 
states that the output of the United Kingdom for the year 
—1,620,442 tons gross—is 272,322 tons more than in 1918. 
hut is still nearly 16 per cent. below the record vear of 
1913. Sixty-two steamers each of 6,000 tons and upwards 
were launched. of which four were of over 10,000 tons each. 
The largest is the ‘‘Arundel Castle,’’ of 22.150 tons. 
launched at Belfast for the Union Castle Line. The output 
ot the United Kingdom may be divided as follows:—On the 
Clvde, 525,747 tons, on the North-East Coast 716.295 tons, 
at Belfast 213,720 tons, and at all the other ports together 
164,680 tons, 


RETURNS 


PoretGN BciLpine. 

The output abroad, namely, 5,524,107 tons, is more than 
3. times the output’ of the United Kingdom, while in 1913, 
the last complete year before the war, the United Kingdom 
tetal was actually 35 per cent. more than the total launched 
abroad. The total included 285 steamers each of 6.000 tons 
and upwards, of which five are over 10,000 tons each. The 
leading countries are the United States. Japan, and 
Canada. 

AMERICAN BUILDING. 

In the United States 4,075,385 tons were launched, equal 
to O* per cent. of the world’s output, and nearly 74 per 
cent. of the total output abroad, This output is. of course, 
the largest ever reached in the United States, being over 
2 million tons more than in 1918, and between 14 and 15 
times the output for 1913. The figures include 256 steamers 
ot over 6,000 tons each. three ot which are of 15,000 tons 
each. The wood tonnage launched in this country is still 
considerable—526,000 tons—although much less than in 1978, 
when it reached one million tons 


JAPANESE BUILDING. 


In Japan 611,883 tons of steel steamers were launched— 
a very striking advance-—the total being nearly equal to 
the whole output of Japan for the 22 vears—1892 to 1913. 
The figures for this country comprise 42 per cent. of the 
tonnage launched abroad, excluding the United States. 


CANADA. 

In Canada 271,264 tons were launched, including over 
150,000 tons of steel steamers. The total for all the British 
Dominions has reached 358.728 tons, by far the largest 
ever recorded, ) | 

HOLLAND. 

The only other country which has Jaunched ever 100,000 
tous during 1919 is Holland, where 137.086 tons were 
launched. 

GENERAL. 

The total for the world—7.144.549 tons—is indeed a 
‘record.”? The figures show an increase of 1.697.000 tons 
as compared with 1918, and 3.811.000 tons as compared 
with the pre-war record vear of 1913. 

The rreat development in the adoption Of turbines “As a 
method of propulsion is well shown by the fact that during 
1919 there were launched in the vear no less than 2.87398 
tons of vessels to be fitted with such engines which total is 
nearly 30 per cent. of the whole output for the vear. 

A most interesting feature of Lloyd's Register’s Annual 
Returns is a diagram which very clearly shows the tonnage 
of merchant vessels launched in the world during each vear 
from 1892 to 1919, a separate curve being given for the 
output of the United Kingdom during these vears, From 
this diagram it will be seen that the highest peaks during 
this period prior to 1919 are reached in 1901, 1906. and 
1913. 

VESSELS Ciassep with Lioyp’s Reeister. 

The total tonnage launched in the world during 1919 
and built under the survey of Lloyd's Register, amounts 
10 4,428,540 tons, which is 2.358.000 tons more than the 
pre-war record reached in 1913. 

From the diagram given in the Returns it ean be 
ascertained that some 26 million tons have been launched 
during the last 15 vears, the whole of this immense tonnage 
heing built under the survey of Lloyd’s Register. - 

/Note.—The summary only takes into account merchant 
vessels of 100 tons gross and upwards launched jn 1919. 
The figures for the vear 1919 exclude Germanv. as the 
complete totals for that country are not available. 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS —ccntinued. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
HARBOUR EXTENSIONS. 


The following summary of the various development 
schemes under consideration in South Africa, and the 
present situation in the Union ports, was published recently 
in the ‘‘Cape Times” :— 

TaBLe Bay. 

Table Bay harbour cannot be said to be complete without 
machinery, floating or not, capable ot dealing with weights 
up to 100 tons. The heaviest crane at present in the Table 
Bay docks is at No. 6 quay. This crane, an electric one, 
can lift but 15 tons, whereas Algoa Bay possesses a 2()-ton 
electric crane on the South Jetty; East London a 50-ton 
steam crane on the Hely-Hutchinson Quay: and Durban a 
hydraulic 50-ton crane at the Congella Wharf. 

For smaller cranes Table Bay is well placed. There are 
electric cranes of 3 and 4-ton capacity on the West Quay, 
North Quay, Loch Jetty, East Pier, and Collier Jetty. 
On No. 2 Jetty 4-ton “‘luffing”’ cranes of a new pattern have 
been placed. At No. 6 Quay there is also a 7-ton crane. 
As a consequence, this berth is generally occupied by Clan, 
Ellerman. Bucknall, or Harrison steamers. from Glasgow 
and Liverpool. or London, with heavy cargoes of machinery; 
and, now that many locomotives are being imported from 
Canada. also by Elder-Dempster boats sailing in_ the 
Canadian-South African Line. 

There was a vast improvement in Table Bay docks after 
the Boer War. Thus No. 6 Quay, 600 feet long, was ex- 
tended outwards, increasing the draught alongside. until 
now it varies from 27 to 34 feet; the draught of No. 2 Jetty, 
which is 649 feet long, is 35 to 37 feet below L.W.O.S.T.! 
No. 7 Quay is being extended and reconstructed, and the 
Loch Jetty, 690 fect long, draught 28 feet, is to be removed, 
leaving one long quav between No. 2 Jetty and the East 
Pier, instead of giving berthing accommodation for two 
large yessels and one moderate-sized vessel as was the case 
hefore the present works were started. There are 36 electric 
cranes, varving from one of 14 tons to one of 15 tons 
capacity, most being 3 or 4-ton cranes. 

New 633-Fret Quay. 

To come to work in progress at Table Bay, at No. 7 Quay 
a concrete block wall 50 feet in front of the present line iz 
heing built. portions of which are already up to water 
surface. The length of the new berth will be 633 feet, and 
the low-water depth alongside 38 feet. On the quay there 
will he erected a large shed of reinforced concrete capable 
of dealing with 19,000 tons of cargo. 

On the new quay and on the East Pier the latest ‘“‘lutfing” 
cranes will be erected. They have been designed for a hift- 
ing capacity up to four tons and will be capable of dealing 
with the requirements of the largest types of steamers 
which may be expected, such as the new Union-Castle liners. 

THE BREAKWATER. 

The further ‘capping’ of the Breakwater, now also in 
progress, is part of the work of extending the docks. The 
breakwater will not at present be extended. but the 
“capping”? is to be carried on for a distance of 400 feet 
from the end of the present capping. The main reason for 
that work is the construction of a deep-water quay on the 
sea-side of the East Pier, which will provide berthing 
accommodation for vessels with a draught of 38 ft. 6 in. 

On the town side of the South Arm it is proposed to 
embrace, for docking purposes, an area of 140 acres. The 
South Arm is to be doubled; that is. accommodation at 
present existing will be duplicated and extended on the 
other side. The proposals are for the accommodation ot 
steamers of great size, the low-water mark being from 38 ft. 
to 40 ft. Tn the new area there will be several berths o 
from 700 ft to 1,900. ft. 








The grain elevators, if it is 

decided to erect them, are designed for the Collier Jetty. 

They will, of course, be of the most modern pattern, 
Prorosep NEw GRAviIne Dock. 

There is some idea of equipping Cape Town with a nev 
graving dock of larger capacity than the present Robinson 
dock. completed in 1882, the length of keel blocks being 500 
feet: width on coping, 90 ft.; entrance top, GR ft.: an 
depth on sill at high water, 25 ft 

The dock it is proposed to construct would have a length 
of 1,140 feet, a breadth of 110 fect, and a depth over the 
sill (or entrance) of 35 feet at low water. The dock would 
he divided into two sections, so that virtually it would be 
double dock, but when necessary it may be used as a whole 
dock for the accommodation of the largest Jiners. 

Procress aT Port Evizapetn. 

At Algoa Bay a “block” vard is being constructed for the 
purpose of making concrete blocks for the building of the 
new South Breakwater, which will he an extension of the 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS—continued. 
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Dom Pedro Jetty. The new device will be solid block work. 
the present jetties being ‘‘open,’’ and provide adequate 
shelter from the usual south-east gales. 

This is only a portion of the great scheme proposed re- 
garding Algoa Bay harbour’ works. The full scheme 
»mbraces a northern arm and the provision of jetties with 
the usual warehouse accommodation. 

Algoa Bay is a roadstead port and cannot be put on the 
same basis as Table Bay, though it has a reputation for 
exceedingly creditable work when the nature of the sur- 
roundings is considered and the frequency in.summer of 
heavy south-east gales. On the North Jetty there are nine 
hydraulic cranes, varying from 15 hundredweight to 7-ton 
capacity ; on the South Jetty there are 11 cranes, one 20-ton 
electric, already referred to, and 10 hydraulic of 3 to 7-ton 
load. 

Qn the Dom Pedro Jetty there are 12 2-ton or 3-ton 
hydraulic cranes; total, 32. 

Kast Lonpoxn Extensions. 

The extension of the South Breakwater at East London 
's being ‘‘capped and coped.’’ It is proposed further to 
carry on the improvements recommended in the original 
«heme by the partial removal of the east training wall. 
The removal of rock in the narrows is being pushed on with. 

East London has 27 steam, hydraulic or electric cranes, 
mostly of 3 to 5-ton capacity, and one of 20-tons, electric. 
as well as the 50-ton steam crane, already mentioned. 

DURBAN. 

Durban, now probablw the first cargo port of the Union, 
has 11 electric and 29 hydraulic cranes of 3 tons: one 
hydraulic of 10 tons. one hydraulic of 59 tons, and one 
foating crane of 15 tons. total 43. 

THe Concetta Doce. 

A commencement has been made with the construction of 
tle graving dock on a site between Congella and Umbilo. 
where a good rock foundation has been found. The dock is 
heing built on the same lines as the proposed new dock 
for Cape Town. The maximum draught is 383 feet, at the 
Point, alongside the quay wall, which is nearly 7,000 ft. in 
length. 

The Congella Wharf is still being extended southward, 
and the necessary dredging carried out. At the Bluff side 
the extension of the wharf in concrete block-work is being 
continued at the east end of the quay to the extent of 780 
feet, with an accommodation depth at low water of 35 feet. 
Provision is made for an extension of the wharf bv 600 feet 
to the westward, with a low-tide depth of water of 40 feet. 

Other wharves in contemplation in front of the Esplanade 
will provide berths 1.150 feet in length for vessels drawing 
up to 388 ft. 6in. The work of depositing 33-ton concrete 
hlocks for the protection of the South Breakwater has been 
eompleted. As soon as the extra berthage on the Bluff 
side has been completed, still more efficient coaling appliances 
will be installed. Dredging is being carried out in connec- 
tion with the construction of a quav and erection of oil 
fuel tanks to the west of the Bluff quay. 


SIBERIA. 
PORT IMPROVEMENTS AT NIKOLAJEVSK. 


The work of reconstructing the port of Nikolajevsk (Amur 
Province) has once more been taken in hand. Two floating 
cranes having a hoisting power of from 40 to 100 tons, and 
an ice-breaker, have been brought over from Vladivostok. 

The inner basin, within which eight steamers of 3,000 tons 
each will be able to lie, iS to be completed during the year. 
It is greatly desired that a railway should be built fror 
Nikolajevsk to De Castries Bay, in view of the fact that the 
atter port is alwavs open for navigation. Tf this were done 
te entire catch of fish from Kamtchatka would go to 
Nikolajevsk, and not to Vladivostok. Another result would 
ve the development of an important traffic in coal with 
Saghalin. 

_ The traffic on the Amur is considerable, but there is an 
sufficiency of ships. The transit business in sova beans 
‘a Charbin to Japan, is very brisk, and for the first time 
‘000 tons of wheat have also beon shipped to Yokohama. 
Uver 300 Japanese vessels, of from 300 to 1,500 tons, have 
‘ome in with a cargo destined for the Japanese army in 
“iberia. The boat service on the Amur is supplied by the 
Amur Shipping Company, and also by some steamers belong- 
ing to the Sormovo Works. The Volunteer Fleet has also 
provided some ships for river traffic from Vladivostok. 

_ All the territory bordering on the river is suffering from 
* great scarcity of goods, and it is considered that anv firm 
‘hat would send a ship laden with goods during the next 
Year would be sure of doing excellent business. 








EE 
— 











TRADE JOURNAL. 157 


Railways. 


BRAZIL. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEVELOPMENTS IN 
FLORIANOPOLIS. 


According to information received from the British Cham- 
her of Commerce ot Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil a 
bridge is to be be built between Florianopolis (the capital. 
of the State of Santa Catharina and formerly known as 
Desterro) and the mainland, and a contract has already 
been signed with the late bridge engineer of the Brazil 
Railway Co. to undertake this work. In addition, Florian- 
opolis is to have an electric tramcar service, two hydro- 
electric stations are to be constructed, a railway to the Sao 
Paulo-Rio Grande main line is to be laid. and other works 
of a similar character are to be carried out. 














ECUADOR. 





NEW RAILWAY. 

The ‘* Registro Oficial ** (Quito) of 18th October, 1919. 
publishes a Decree authorising the Executive Power to 
construct, either by administration or by contract with a 
private company, a railway from Puerto Bolivar to the 
towns of Loja, Cuenca and Azogues, with a branch from the 
Puerto Bolivar line to Zaruma, through Santa Rosa. 

The Decree allocates funds for the undertaking. and 
establishes a Committee to make the necessary arrange- 
ments tor carrying out the project with power to raise loans 
for the execution of the undertaking. guaranteed by the 
funds referred to. ) 

MOROCCO. 


MONTONIA VALLEY RAILWAY. 

This military railway, under construction to connect 
Outat el Hadj with Ceflet. a station near Guereif, on the 
Oudjda-Taza_ Railway, has been completed as far as 
Mahiridja, 33 kilometres from Ceflet, and has heen opened 
to public traffic. 





SIAM. 





BANGKOK AS A RAILWAY CENTICE. 





(Fron WM. Lice ‘onsul,) 


BANGKOK. 

The district served by the port of Bangkok covers the 
whole of Siam. In the Southern portion ot the Siamese 
Malay Peninsula, supplies are naturally drawn from the 
Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay States as well. 
Also in the north of Siam there is a considerable overland 
trade with Burma and the Shan States, and even with 
Yunnan. 

But as far as Siam in general is concerned, practically all 
th> importing houses in the kingdom are assembled in 
Bangkok, and native traders from all parts of the country 
order their supplies from the capital. In addition, large 
numbers of Indian traders buy stocks in Bangkok, and 
undertake extended trading expeditions penetrating to the 
most remote regions, and including the whole of the country 
within the scope of their operations. 

A great deal of progress has been made in railway con- 
struction in Siam during the past twenty-five vears, and 
now, wherever possible, all merchandise destined for the 
interior is conveved by rail. The following summary of 
recent developments and prospective extensions of services 
should prove of interest. 

THe NortHuern Ratiway. 

This line has already reached Lampang, a distance of 400 
miles due north of Bangkok: and, as soon as the necessary 
material can be obtained, the line will be carried a further 
60 miles, as far as Chiengmai, the northern capital and 
present projected terminus of the railway. 

A large proportion of the goods destined for Lampang 
and the surrounding district is now conveyed by rail, but 
the greatest advantage derived from the Northern Railway 
is that it serves the great central rice-plain of Siam between 
Bangkok and Pitsanulok, 230 miles away. Chiengmai 15 
still to a considerable extent served by the rivers Menam 
and Me Ping, on which latter river it lies. This river 
traffic. which is a very expensive means of conveyance, will, 
however, tend to diminish annually, as soon as the railway 
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RAILWAYS —continue-d. — 





co Chiengmai is completed (probably by the end of this 
Vear): 

The districts in the far north, such as Chiengrai, Nan, 
Prayao, ete., are fed by rail as far as Phraa, 330 miles from 
Bangkok, and thence by road and bullock caravan. 


Brancn LINeEs. 

From Ban Phaji, 56 miles from Bangkok on the northern 
line, a branch goes to Korat in the East, a distance of 
165 miles north-east of Bangkok. Korat lies on the edge 
ofan extensive plateau, and the railway terminating there 
helps to teed a very large, if somewhat arid and unproduc- 
iive reeion. 

From Bangkok a short line, 40 miles long, runs due east 
as lar as Patriew, and a survey has now been ordered for 
a continuation of this line as far as the border of French 
Indo-China (Cambodia’. 


Tie SouTHern Ratiway. 

This line, which was opened as far as Petchaburi in 1903 
(a distance of 94 miles from Bangkok), but then discon- 
tinued, was again taken in hand in 1909—funds for the 
purpose being loaned by the Government of the Federated 
Malay States—and in July, 1918, was linked up with the 
federated Malay States Railway system. It is now possi- 
ble to travel by rail from Bangkok to Singapore, by way 
ot Penang. Connection with Singapore from the Siamese 
frontier via Kelantan and Pahang will also be estab- 
lished in due course. 

Brancn LInes. 

There are branch lines to Nakawn Sritamarat, Singora 
and Trang. so that it is possible to tap a considerable 
portion of the Peninsula; but roads are still practically 
non-existent in the Siamese portion of the Malay Penin- 
sula. and the Royal Railway Department: has now formed 
a road-making section, with a British engineer at its head, 
tor the purpose of providing a system of good roads in the 
south to link up the villages and act as feeders to the 
railway. 

This policy is directly due to a tour made a year ago by 
the Siamese Commissioner-General of Railways through the 
Federated Malay States, when the necessity of making roads 


as teeders to a railway system was made clear for the 
yrst time. 
Trape Prosrects With Matay S7vates. 


It is confidently expected that the linking up of the 
Federated Malay States with Siam by rail will give a great 
Lmpetus to trade between the two countries, and be a means 
of bringing Siam more into contact with the outside world. 

It has already produced one effect, namely, that the 
mails trom Europe. instead of being sent as formerly by 
sea Via Singapore, are now landed at Penang and sent up 
to Bangkok by rail, a considerable saving in time being 
thus effected. 

Up to now no through trains have been run, but trains 
leave Bangkok for the Border, where it is necessary to 
change, three times a week, on alternate days (Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays), and return to Bangkok on Tues- 
days, Thursdays and Saturdays. The journey to Penang 
trom Bangkok at present occupies three days, and the re- 
turn journey tour davs. 

EastTeERN Connection With Frencu Inpo-Cuina. 

This is also as vet undeveloped. Starting from Korat, the 
terminus of the railway, there are several caravan routes. 
north to Nawng Kai on the Mekong, and due east to Ubon 
on the Nam Moon: but the district is very thinly populated. 


khrencu River Services. 

The French have instituted motor and steam-boat services 
on the Mekong river, but there are a number of rapids to 
contend with. and in many places the river is_ not 
navigable, so that the service in the more northern reaches 
is a restricted one. 

SouTH-EASTERN Stam. 


As far as the south-eastern portion of Siam proper is 
concerned, a project is now on foot to extend the railway 
which runs trom Bangkok to Patriew as far as the French 
border at Aranva Pradesa via Prachinburi, Chantakarm and 
Krabin: and a Roval Decree was issued on 10th May, 1919, 
ordering a complete survey of the proposed line to be ef- 
rected within two vears. 

This extension would open up connection by road with 
Battambong and Pnom-Penh. The projected line is_ re- 
ported as presenting no particular difficulties of construe- 
tion. and its length to Aranva Pradesa from Patriew would 
be only about 110 miles, 
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Minerals and Sletals. 


ASIA MINOR. 
CHROME ORE DEPOSITS. 


It has been said that Asia Minor is very rich in poor 
mines. The country is indeed rich in the number of jts 
mineral deposits; but it must be remembered, states th» 
American Consul-General at Constantinople, from whose 
Report the following information is taken, that the field 
has never been thoroughly and scientifically surveyed, so a; 
to justify a verdict in regard to whether these deposits are 
rich or poor, 

Chrome ore deposits are to be found in Asia Minor among 
the eruptive rocks of serpentine formation. The four most 
important districts where chrome mining has been more 
or less developed are the Provinces of Smyrna, Brusa. 
Adana and Koma. Messrs. Ernest and Douglas Pattersoy 
were the first to assume the initiative in this industry, 
They started the working of chrome mines in the Provines 
of Smyrna twenty years ago. Most of the mines in the 
neighbourhood of Macri belong to Messrs. Patterson and 
Louizides. 

Among the 40 chrome mines for which firmans (conces 
sions) have been granted, onlv 18 have been worked, 
Twenty research permits have also been issued. Most of 
these mines are worked in a primitive way and, modern 
methods not having been introduced, it would be difficul 
to ascertain the real chrome resources of the country, 
Specimens of chrome ore taken from deposits in the differen: 
districts in Asia Minor proved to he rich in chromic oxide 
(CrO,), the percentage varving between 40 and 55. — The 
Inmaximum annual production of chrome mines in Turkey 
amounted to 30.000 tons before the war. 

HINDRANCES TO EXPLOITATION. 

Besides the lack of modern mining processes, the very 
inferior state of roads and communications has been another 
drawback to the progress of these enterprises. There are 
a great many mines which have not been worked on account 
of their being distant from a seaport or a railway line, 
and ahout which, consequently, there is little information, 
According to an Italian mining engineer of 30 years’ ex. 
perience in Turkey, the geological structure of the Erzerun 
and Erzindjan regions being partly of serpentine formation, 
chrome mines might well be discovered in these provinces: 
investigations have not been made so far, because of the 
comparative inaccessibility of these regions from seaports 
or railroads. The insecurity in the interior and _ the 
reluctance of mine owners to invest money have constituted 
additional impediments to the progress of mining enter- 
prises. Moreover, the laws of the country concerning mines 
do not promise proper advantages nor security to holder: 
Consequently, foreign capital has not been 








of concessions. 
forthcoming. 

Chrome ores obtained from New Caledonia and Rhodesia 
formerly competed with Turkish chrome ores. — During the 
past four vears Germany has been especially interested 
in Turkish chrome mines. Krupp’s and Messrs. Gebriider 
Réchlingen, of Mulheim, purchased four chrome mines near 
Kutakia (Province of Brusa), and exported about 5,000 tons 
to Germany during the war to be used in the chrome steel 
industry. 

CHROME-PRODUCING DISTRICTS. | 

The chrome-producing districts of Turkish Asia Minor 
mav be classed in four zones. according to location, as 0+ 
lows :— 

Brusa ~one.—Chrome ore is found in this zone in the 
Sanjak of Kutakia, near Tavshanli, mining district Dagi 
Arde: in the Sanjak of Brusa. near Harmandjik, at 3) 
miles from Adranos, and also at 15-5 miles from Adranos: 
and in the Angora Province, near Mihalidj, 3 miles from 
the Eski-Chehir-Angora railroad, 

Sai Wyrnd -one—There are chrome ore deposits in the 
Saniak of Menteche, at a distance of 6°25 miles from 
Makri: also in localities sitnated 23 miles south-east © 
Moughla. and 16 miles from the Aidina-Dinar railroad, nea! 
Denizli, respectively. . 

Adana zone.—Ore is found in the Sanjak of Adana ata 
distance of 23 miles from the town of Adana: in the Sania 
of Mersina near Elvanli: and in the Saniak of Djebe- 
Bereket. Kaza of Yarpouz, at a distance of 16 miles north- 
east and 9 miles south-east of Yarpouz, near the Baghda' 
Railwav. 

Konia zone.—There are two mines in the Sanjak of Tele, 
Adalia. one at a distance of 6 miles and another at a dis 
tance of 25 miles from the sea. The Sanjak of Konia bi 
one mine: and ore is found also in the Sanjak of Hamid?- 
had. at a distance of 16 miles north of Sparta, and on 4 
highwav leading to Dinar. which is a terminal station of 
the Aidina-Divar Railroad. 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continued 





Minina MetHops—TrRansport DIFricuLties. 

In general, chrome is extracted by the quarrying system; 
hut galleries are resorted to as well as inclined and vertical 
-hafts, either to follow the eruptive vein or to attack the 
mass of rock beneath the surface stratum when the latter 
has been impoverished below the limit of profitable produc- 
tion. The usual method ot extracting the mineral is the 
most primitave ; the tools used are limited to the pick and 
hovel, and when it is necessary to remove hard rock which 
may be encountered in the drifts, the work is done with 
the hand drill and sledge hammer, while the blasting is done 
with ordinary coarse black gunpowder. There are no 
mechanical or compressed-air drills in use In any part 01 
Asia Minor. 

The only transport available, in general, from the mines 
to the seashore or the railroad station is that afforded by 
camels, mules, or donkeys. No properly built roads are 
maintained which are available for the beasts of burden ; 
they must carry their Joads over the footpaths and tracks 
which meander down the mountain sides, and practically 
double the distance to be traversed. It would not be a 
dificult matter to link up all the best mines by a common 
aerial cableway, like the one at Dagh-Ardi. This would 
very greatly simphiv matters and be of enormous advantage 
from every point of view; it would probably reduce the 
cost of transport by 70 to 75 per cent. If an aertal rope- 
wav were established it would be an easy matter to extend 
it later on to other valuable mines farther inland, which 
have never yet been worked because the cost of transport 
eX eeds the value of the ore. 

Makri. from whence most of the ore is shipped, is safe 
and protected as a port: but the greater part of the water 
is shallow. and it is only in the south-west part of the bay 
of Makri that the depth offers a good anchorage. Ship- 
ments are, therefore. made on small lighters carrying from 
10 to 15 tons, which lighters have to be towed by a steamer 
from the Port of Makri to the place of shipment at Tkinpk, 
which is only an open roadstead. 


Srocks axnp Grapes oF Orr on Hann. 


There is no confidence to be placed in the rough-and-ready 
estimates or pseudo-analyses which are made in Smyrna, 
or which are supplied by owners of mines that have never 
heen worked, who wish to inveigle some mining enthusiast 
into supplying the funds for a foregone failure. Chrome 
analysis is not by any means a job for an amateur, and 
‘salted’? mines are not entirely unknown. 

Available stocks at Makri in July, 1919. were estimated 
at 20.000 tons. The ore already extracted, but still at the 
mines. could not be transported to the shipping point, and 
was therefore not available. At Denizli the ready ore was 
(same date) estimated at 500 to 800 tons. This ore grades 
49 per cent. Although the railroad to Smyrna from the 
Denizli district is in operation, it would he verv difficult 
and costly to transport the ore from Denizli to Smyrna at 
present owing to freight charges, limited car space, and 
high cost of labour. 


Pre-War Export or CHrome Ore. 


The following table gives exports of chrome ore from 
Turkey for 1910, 1911 and 19138, by countries of destination. 


1910. 1911. 1913. 

Countries of destination. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Austria-Hungarv....... 485 1,196 — 
Belgium Lilie 350) LOS _ 
SE tisk csieunuwenaniil — ‘ 10 
li ia ia acti ean 1,955 5,480 457: 
ee — 1,356 457 
SE sd ceatnstuinins _ 80 _ 
+ Ee re 155 — 300 
Netherlands ............6. 3,762 360 2 834 
Oe 10 = mee 
United Kingdom ....... 2.669 — — 
United States ............ 2 800 7.815 18.200 
Other countries ......... — 700 _ 


Of the total deliveries in 1910 Smyrna and dependencies 
furnished 9,920 tons: Haidar-Pacha and dependencies, 1,336 
tons: Alexandretta and dependencies, 565 tons; and 
Saloniki and dependencies, 365 tons. Smyrna and depend- 
encies delivered 14,292 tons in 1911 and 21,389 tons in 1913. 
During the same years the share of the exports furnished 
hy Haidar-Pacha and dependencies amounted to 2,440 tons 
and 3,748 tons, respectively ; that delivered by Saloniki and 
dependencies was 363 tons in 1911 and none in 1913. In 
the latter vear 1.226 tons for export came from Alexandretta 
and dependencies. which furnished none in 1911 and 11 tons 
Were delivered by Stamboul and Galata. 
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AUSTRALIA. 





THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON. 
_ Every effort is now being made in Queensland to revive 
interest in the cotton-growing indusiry, and authorities on 
sub-tropical agriculture feel confident that not only in this 
State, but in other portions of the Commonwealth 


, ; | . £otton 
growing is capable of considerable extension upon a com- 
mercial basis. The chief possible outlets tor raw cotton 


are considered to be :— 


(1) The manufacture of nitro-cotton by the Commonwealth 
Explosive Factory. This offers an immediate demand for 
limited quantity of cotton. The 
factory is about 50 tons. 


cl 
annual demand otf the 


2) The manutacture of mixed cotton and woollen coods, 
This outlet is also limited, but in 1916 and 1917 a total of 
282 tons of cotton was imported from the East for 
purpose, in addition to 25 tons oft 
in Australia for that purpose. 

(3) The 


Australia, 


this 


Queensland cotton soid 


prospective manufacture of cotton goods in 
development of which will depend largely on the 
fiscal policy pursued by the Commonwealth Government. 

Yue ~> , ~ ‘ . \ 
\ECOMMENDATIONS GF COTTON-GrowiInG CoMMITTEE. 

The Cotton-Growing Committee of the Institute of Science 
and Industry, from whose teport the preceding remarks have 
been taken, consider it necessary :- 

r . 7 . 

(1) To take every possible precaution to prevent the intro- 
duction from America or elsewhere of the various 
pests, and all imported seed 
quarantine before distribution. 


(2) To ascertain the most suitable varieties of cotton to 
meet :— 


cotton 
should be propagated in 


(a) the requirements of Australian consumers: 

(b) climatic and soil conditions of districts in) whicle 
cotton can be grown with advantage : 

(c) the possibility of using the mechanic 


| al picker. 
(3) To encourage farmers to grow each 


a few acres ot 
cotton as an auxiliary crop, rather than prematurely to re- 
introduce the plantation system. | 

The Committee also suggest that the following methods of 
encouragement might be adopted : — 

(a) Propaganda with issue of suitable bulletins. 

(5) A continuation of the State Department of Agricul- 
ture’s system of ginning and 
owners’ account. 

(c) A guarantee by the Commonwealth Government for 

five years of an amount certified to by the State 
Department of Agriculture that will enable the 
grower to receive 4d. per Ib. for seed cotton on 
the farm. 

(4) To stimulate similar development of the industry in 
States other than Queensland on the grounds that the larger 
the production of raw material the more likelihood there 
would be of the establishment of factories for the manufac- 
ture of cotton goods. Once these are fairly established the 
stimulus between the primary and secondary industries will 
be mutual. 

(5) To continue experiments that have been started, aiming 


at the production of a cheap and efticient form of mechanical 
cotton picker. 


marketing on 


SEED FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

In addition to the seed already introduced into Queens- 
land, the Institute has made arrangements for the importa- 
tion of seed from the United States, of the high commercial 
varieties grown in localities whose climate is similar to that 
of Queensland. Upon arrival the seed is to be treated at 
the Department of Agriculture, Brisbane, and grown under 
the supervision of officers of that Department. 


ESTIMATE OF QUEENSLAND CRop. 


It is officially estimated that an-average crop of cotton in 
Queensland should produce 1,000 Ib. per acre, which would 
represent, at 4d. per Ib., a gross return of £16 13s. 4d. per 
acre. Allowing £5 per acre for working expenses (planting 
and cultivation £2, and harvesting £3), ihe net return would 
be £11 13s. 4d. With the prospect of securing such prices. 
the Department of Agriculture anticipates a considerable 
extension of the acreage for this vear, and a general stimula- 
tion of the industry. 

[Notr.—An article on the same subject. dealing with 
earlier investigations of the Australian Institute of Science 
and Industry, and with the results of enquiries into the 
matter bv the Australian Board of Trade, was published 
in the “Journal” of 16th October, 1919, page 485.) 


a _—, 











160 THE BOARD OF 


TEXTILES — continued. 


BELGIUM. 


THE VERVIERS 
INDUSTRY. © 
(From H.M. Commercial Seeretary.) 
BRUSSELS. 

The wool industry in the Verviers district is beginning 
to show reassuring signs of activitv. Factories are work- 
ing all day, and some of them have begun to work at night. 
At the beginning of May, 22,000 people of Verviers town 
alone were being assisted out of the unemployment fund, 
now only 5,000 need help, and every week about 300 more 
return to work. 

The ease with which this industry has recovered is due 
to the fact that the machinery taken away bv the Germaas 
was mostly recovered intact at Leipzig, and returned to 
the various factories. Again, according to the press, the 
Germans were cleverly duped by the manufacturers, who 
substituted cases of coal tor the cases in which the dis- 
mantled machines were packed, and then hid their machines. 

Raw material was provided trom March until Septem- 
her by the British Government, who put 6,000 bales of raw 
wool at the disposal of the washers and combers, and some 
two million pounds of carded wool at the disposal of the 
spinning mills. 

The largest factor, however, has been the untiring activity 
of the directors and the staff. In this connection the mills 
have been specially remarkable. The manufacture is still 
somewhat restricted owing to the lack of dyes, and of coal, 
but all the same the restoration of their industry has been 
the aim of all the people of the district. 

The question of wages has been satisfactorily settled as 
a result of an exchange of views between the employers and 
the workmen’s union. The men have been given a rise of 
100 per cent., plus a bonus for the high cost of living of 
30 centimes per working hour. After a further conference 
necessitated by the increase of the cost of living. they 
obtained a second rise, which was made up by including the 
original bonus in the salarv and giving them an extra 
honus of 20 centimes per hour. Many spinners earn as 
much as 2 francs per hour. and the others are equally well 
paid. The situation may therefore be considered as Tavour- 
able as is possible under the circumstances. 





RECOVERY OF WOOLLEN 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 
REGULATIONS FOR KIFF HEMP 
CULTIVATION. 

The “Bulletin Oitficiel’’? of 17th November contains a 
Dahir, dated 3rd November, regulating the cultivation of 
Kiff (hemp) in the French Zone of Morocco, the sale of 
which is a Government monopoly under the Treaties, includ- 
ing the Act of Algeciras, Article 22. 

The principal provisions are as follows :— 

No person may cultivate kiff without first obtaining a 
licence from the Regie Co. Interessée des Tabacs. Applica- 
tions for licences must be sent to the Entreposeur de 
“Tabacs of the district. | No application will be admitted 
subsequent to 3lst December of each year for the ensuing 
year’s crop. 

In granting these permits the Regie will take into con- 
sideration the requirements of the industry, the results of 
previous cultivations, and the suitability of the applicant. 

The Regie will purchase the entire crop of a quality up 
to standard at a price fixed before the licence is granted. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
DOMESTIC WOOL CLIP, 1919. 


According to estimates of the American wool clip for 1919, 
the total is about 207,000,000 Ib.. compared with 275,921,000 
ib. in 1918, and 241,892,000 Ib. in 1917. 

As will be seen trom the following table, there is an 
increased production in Wyoming, Idaho, and Texas, and 
a decrease in Montana and New Mexico. The following 
‘figures are in 1,000 Jb. :— 








1919. 1918. 1917. 

Wyoming _......... 33,415 34,026 33,380 

0 eee 92.145 19,500 17,500 

Montana ........... 17,750 23 342 23,342 

Reser re 15,800 15,800 14,800 

New Mexico ..... , 15,076 17,132 18,422 

EK. sntiicibaisieniianhiais 14,986 11,250 10,045 

Pe 14,040 12,500 12,000 
California ......... 13,298 12,545 12.180 
RS re 13,104 12,600 12,000 
eres: 10,500 10.000 9.000 
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Oil Seeds. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
LINSEED EXPORTS. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 


| BuENos Arngs. 
During 1919 Argentina was the only country able , 
export linseed—Russia, the greatest competitor, having hes 
eliminated for the time being Since January, 1919, ]g¢a) 
quotations in Argentina have fluctuated considerably, reach. 
ing the high figure of 40 pesos per 100 kilos, while even jy, 
November, on the eve of an abundant harvest, the quota. 
tion was 28 pesos, and contracts were made for deliyeri; 

in February at 25 pesos. 7 


— 


ae 








AVAILABLE Exports. 

Phe official estimate of the quantity of linseed ayailah) 
for exportation was 655,645 metric tons. This amount has 
heen surpassed, as up to 31st October last 727,058 tons wer 
shipped to the following countries :— 


Tons. 
United Kingdom ... 113,143. Denmark ............ 22 874 
United States ....... 304,400 Spain —.............. . 151] 
a ae 30,148 Brazil ...... a at on 704 
BR, dgviceduidhetiad 40,151 Other countries .... 6.29 
Holland ............... 71,237 To order ......... ... 111.95) 
RE, eknsnceucagenne 25,410 


ft is caleulated that there still remain in the country 
approximately 80,000 tons of linseed from the last. harvesj. 
so that the exports in 1919 probably reached the figure of 
SOO .0U00 tons. 

All this linseed fetched exceptional prices up to 40 pes 
the LOO kilos, but even at an average price of 25 pesos the 
LOU kilos, the Argentine export of linseed alone in 1919 is 
worth 200,000,000 pesos, or approximately £20,000,000. 

The area sown with linseed for 1919-1920 is more than 
that of the preceding year, and although it is still too early 
to talk of the estimated vield, vet conditions so far are al] 
favourable. 


a | 


FRANCE. 








MARSEILLES AND THE OIL SEED 
INDUSTRY. 


The oil seed industry is of capital importance to Marseilles 
At the outbreak of the war the industry reached a. total 
yross value of one-and-a-half milliard francs per annum. 
Owing to the war, however, it underwent far-reaching trans 
formations and it now finds itself in a new position which 
seriously preoccupies the interested parties in France. 

The place ocewpied by France in this industry, states the 
local press, is threatened by the serious competition of 
Great Britain, England has taken advantage of the cir- 
cumstances to develop an industry which was _ very in- 
complete at home, and at the present moment, when the 
demand for oil-seed products greatly exceeds the production. 
vast British factories enter the field in which those of the 
Continent are attempting to resume their normal activities. 

A scheme of reconstruction, however, has been prepared 
by French merchants. The “Union des Fabricants d’ Huile de 
France’ has drawn up a complete plan of development. 
hased on agreement with the Government for the uses of 
the profits gained by the oil consortium formed by the State 
during the war. 

Scientific laboratories and technical and _ statistical in- 
formation bureaux will be established and maintained. For 
Marseilles this will take the form of collaboration with the 
“Institut technique de la Faculté des Sciences.’’ On the 
other hand strong support will be given to develop the pro 
duction of oleaginous seeds in France’s equatorial and West 
African possessions. Further, the port of Marseilles will he 
specially fitted with new machinery to facilitate the dis 
charging and storing of colonial oil seed. An important 
portion of the available reserve funds will be devoted to the 
execution of this last proposal. 

The Chambre de Commerce de Marseille and_ the 
Ministére du Commerce have given their approval, an 
the engineers of the Ministére des Travaux Publics have 
heen invited to study the proposal in a favourable light. 
At present, oleaginous seeds arriving at Marseilles are 
stacked as far as possible on the wharves on account of the 
risk of fire, and there often sustain damage due to Ih 
clement weather and inadequate supervision. 

Imports of oleaginous seeds at Marseilles amounted to 
600,000 tons during the period from 1910 to 1914, or 2,00 
tons per working day. 


ewe. 
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OIL SEEDS — contin ued. 





CHINA. 





THE GROUND-NUT INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 

| SHANGHAI. 
ground-nuts from China is a com- 
paratively new trade. Before the war the bulk of ship- 
ments went to Europe, more particularly France. During 
the war this trade was diverted to Japan and the United 
States of America, and in 1918 these two countries shared 
between them over 80 per cent. of the total exporis, the 


The export of 


ngures being — 


U.S.A. Japan, Total. 
Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Ground Nut Wernels ......... 5,375 351,530 487 229 
Ground Nut Oil © ............ 242 347 234,805 590,627 


Total includes Hongkong. to which ground-nut supplies 
for South China are shipped. 

In the same year France took only 8,656 piculs of oil 
and 3,944 piculs of kernels, while Great Britain received 
neither kernels nor oil. With a return to normal shipping 
conditions trade with France will, doubtless, quickly revive, 
and it may be hoped that British manufacturers of soaps 
and cheap cooking oils will turn their attention to the 
cheap and almost unlimited supplies of this China product. 

In pre-war times the oil was chiefly shipped to Shanghal, 
Canton and Hongkong, but now it is being largely sent to 
Dairen and Japan for re-shipment. Some of the more 
progressive Chinese merchants are commencing a_ direct 
business on the open-credit system with Japanese firms in 
Japan. thus eliminating middlemen. 


GROWTH OF THE Exrort TRADE. 

Six vears ago the ground-nut oil trade was comparatively 
insignificant. In 1913 Tsingtao, for instance, exported 
only 19,616,300 Ib. of the oil. Exports in 1915, however, 
were 31,193,953 Ib., and in 1918 approximately 80,959,391 Ib. 

The discovery of the utilisation of ground-nut oil in 
manufacturing soap as a substitute for olive oil and for 
various culinary purposes, such as mixing with olive oil to 
increase its flavour, gave the trade an immense impetus, 
while the recent Giscoverv that the nut, after baking, makes 
a good substitute for coffee and for mixing with chocolate 
and cocoa, and as an ingredient in biscuit making, pro- 
vided another reason for increased exportation. 

In view of the importance which the ground-nut oil 
trade has recently assumed, the Mitsui Company, a Japanese 
firm, has a special fleet of ships which carry it from 
Tsingato to Japan and other countries. Special wharves 
were constructed in Seattle to receive ground-nut oil, which 
is pumped from the ships into storage tanks, from which it 
is again transferred into tank cars. Ground-nut oil is also 
shipped to Seattle in tins. 


TsINGTAO THE Port OF SHIPMENT. 


Tsingtao thus becomes the principal point for the col- 
lection of ground-nut oil for export. Several Japanese 
companies in its vicinity are now experimenting with the 
new method of extracting oil by means of power presses. 
The Towa Oil Company is the most important. But usually 
these Japanese firms purchase ground-nut oil in the interior 
of Shantung and the neighbouring porovinces through 
Chinese agents. The oil is generally ground at the places 
of production, and then brought to Tsingtao in waterproof 
haskets containing 160 Ib. each. The Towa Oil Company’s 
principal mills are located at Chingpie, Kiaochow, Kal- 
chang and Newchang, and its price averages about 12 Haik- 
wan taels per picul (one picul equals 133} Ib.). 

PRODUCTION IN SHANTUNG. 

Shantung is the largest ground-nut-producing district in 
China. It is estimated that it produces about 500,000,000 
ib. of nuts every year, and that it exports approximately 
266.000.0000 Ib. of shelled and unshelled nuts annually in 
addition to the large quantity of ground-nuts mentioned 
above. 

The total exportation from Tientsin, the principal port 
of Chihli, in 1917, of shelled ground-nuts, according to the 
Customs return, was 7,000 tons, and of nuts in shell, 1.620 
tons. After Shantung and Kiangsu had become the chief 
producing provinces. Chihli out-stripped them, but since 
the capture of Tsingtao by Japan in November, 1914, Shan- 
tung has again become the principal producing province. 
The nuts grown in the Luanchoun districts (Luan River) are 
said to he superior in quality to those grown elsewhere in 
Asia. They are found in nearly every part of China and 
‘contain ahont 46 per cent. of oil. | 


— 
——— 
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Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


IMPORTATION OF GOODS FROM EX. 
ENEMY COUNTRIES PROHIBITED. 

The High Commissioner for Australia is advised by the 
Commonwealth Government that a Proclamation was issued 
on 14th January prohibiting, except with the consent of the 
Minister for Trade and Customs, the importation into the 
Commonwealth ot :— 

1. Goods manutactured or produced in, or brought 
directly or indirectly from Germany, Austria- 
Hungary, Turkey, or Bulgaria. Goods shall be 
deemed to have been manufactured or produced 
in Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, or Bul- 
varia if more than 5 per cent. of the invoice value 
thereof has been derived from labour of persons 
resident in any of those countries and/or from 
materials obtained from any of those countries. 
and the onus of proof of the country of manufac- 
ture or production within the meaning of this 
paragraph shall lie on the importer; and 

2. Goods upon, or in connection with, which there is 

used a Trade Mark the registration of which and 
all rights conferred by the Registration of which 
are avoided or suspended by order of the Attor- 
ney-General made in exercise of the power con- 
ferred upon him by the provisions of the Patents, 
Trade Marks and Designs Act, 1914-1915, and the 
Regulations thereunder. 

A Proclamation was also issued on 14th January prohibit- 
ing the exportation of goods from the Commonwealth to 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria, unless 
the consent of the Minister for Trade and Customs has first 
been obtained. 

The terms ‘Austria-Hungary’ and ‘Turkey’’ 
those countries as existing during the war. 











mean 
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NIGERIA. 


AMENDMENT OF THE LIQUOR 
ORDINANCE. 


In connection with the prohibition of the importation of 
‘trade spirits’ into the British West African Colonies, the 
Board of Trade have received a copy of The Liquor Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1919, of Nigeria, which amends the Liquor 
Ordinance, 1917, by specifically prohibiting the importation. 
distribution, sale, disposal, and possession in the Colony of 
‘“‘ trade spirits ”’ and ‘‘ injurious spirits.”” ‘‘ Trade spirits”’ 
are defined in the present Ordinance to mean spirits im- 
ported, or of a kind previously imported, for sale to natives. 
and not generally consumed by Europeans, and includes 
mixtures and compounds made with such spirits, and ‘“ in- 
jurious spirits’ as distilled liquors containing essential oils 
or chemical products, which are recognised as being injuri- 
ous to health, such as thujone, star anise, benzoic aldehyde, 
salicylic esters, hyssop, absinthe, and similar substances, 
unless such spirits have been denatured. 

The present Ordinance also prohibits the importation. 
distribution, sale, disposal, and possession of stills, and of 
all apparatus or portions of apparatus suitable for the dis- 
tillation of alcohol and the rectification or redistillation of 
spirits. except under licence granted by the Governor, in the 
case of certain specified apparatus for prescribed purposes. 








——_ 


SIERRA LEONE. 


NEW EXPORT DUTY. 

Under an Order-in-Council of 17th November, 1919, 
which was approved by the Legislative Council on 3rd De- 
cember, 1919, a duty is leviable on gum copal exported from 
the Colony at the rate of 3d. per Ib | 








ee 


INCREASED DUTY ON IMPORTED 
SPIRITS. 

The Sierra Leone ‘‘Roval Gazette’? of 10th December last 
contained copy of an Order-in-Council, which was approved 
by the Legislative Council on that date, increasing the 
amount of Customs duty leviable on certain spirits on their 
importation into the Colony. 
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— t1¢ 
The tollowing statement compares the old rates ot duty of the package and net weight of the goods cr the ra 
with those now in force, v1Z.:— gross weight of the goods must be declared when the cel 
’ Tariff so specifies. When goods are dutiable by the th 
Rates of Import Duty. unit, dozen, dozen pairs, hundred or thousand (as in | 
ARTICLES. Old Rates. New Rates. the case of clocks, brushes, kid gloves, clay tiles, S08 
£s. d. Les d. firebricks, etc., etc.) the invoice must declare the em 
1. Spirits and strong waters the strength ) respective number as well as the gross or net Weight clo 
of which can be ascertained by Tralles’ = of such goods. , thi 
Alcoholometer: when of the strength of io) In the case of goods dutiable according to measurement : | 
50 per centum. of pure alcohol by such (such as marble tiles, pine boards, ete.) the INnVolce - 
alcoholometer (per Imperial gallon) 010 0 10 0 Inust speciiv the number of square or cubic metres. -" 
And for every degree or part of 2 _ in the case of goods of different kinds or qualities . 
decree (Tralles’) in excess of a strength | it Is not permitted to make combined entries of the 
of 30 per centum. by such alecholometer. | weight and value thereof, even if the goods are 
an additional duty of (per Imperial | classified under the same number of the Tariff. 
sian ashi catia nada encKeoetaapias 0 0 3 0 C0 6 | (4) Whenever discrepancies between the invoice specitication | RI 
- And for everv degree below a strength and the goods presented for clearance Indicate | 
ol 50 per centum. by such alceoholometer. fraud, the Customs House Inspector is to torward I 
a reduction of duty of (per Imperial | the respective papers to the Ministry ot Finance acc 
ll silat 00 lt 00 4 | through the fiscal Officers so that the Minister of dat 
~ Provided alwavs that the duty | Finance may decide whether all goods presented for gar 
levied shall in no case be less than {per clearance on behalf of the exporter concerned are to Dec 
eT | nner 09 9 017 4 , be subject, tO close supervision at all Brazilian ports, Api 
2. Spirits (other than bona fide drugs ind (0) A fine varyng trom 2 per cent. to 5 per cent. of the A 
medicines containing — spirits, when ethcial value ot the goods will be imposed on im- sett 
admitted ag drugs or medicines by the porters who infringe any ot the present regulations, wm 
Comptroller ot Customs) being without prejudice to any other penalty to which they the 
sweetened or mixed so that their may be liable. One half of this fine is to be allotted 
degree of strength cannot be ascer- ! to the Customs official who ascertains and reports my 
tained by such = alcoholometer (per the offence. A 
Imperial gallon) .................-.0+0--++-++s 010 0 i oo a oul 7 | ; — | ae 
3. Spirits unenumerated (per Imperial! ; a a prossuios tor Consular legalization aiter , 
gallon) ........ A, ce OS te 09 90 1 0 0 the vessel's arrival at the Brazilian port to which the merchandise spec 
4. Spirits or strong waters such as is destined and, if it is, will not exempt the importer from the [>| imp 
naphiha in its crude state, methv!ated penalty for nou-preservation of invoice. The following rules wil! P. 
spirits and perfumed waters which are —s -_ Pte tt Rneatl, er + glee arm 
totally unfit for use as a potable spirit, (4) ? Consuls will legalize an invoice by signing it and thou 
and also bona fide drugs and medicines : 5, Gating It. . ; . mar 
containing spirits, when admitted as (SG) on of the Consular Invoice will render the goods 19. ° 
drugs or medicines by the Comptroller ; subject’ to double duties, unless the Consular Invoice Ni 
of Customs (ad ralore i) ee te inti neeene 15 per 15 pet 2 presented within such definite period as IS Con- or f} 
, cent. cent. ceded. 
} (5) The approximate date of sailing of the vessels carrying land 
) the goods must be stated on the Consular Invoice. A 
FOREIG N. ! (4) The Consul must exact from the exporter a Declaration Fina 
} in writing on the Consular Invoice to the effect that Finn 
BRAZIL. no other invoice in respect of the same merchandise book 
has been presented. cont! 
ee Sailnet laa ; rescued IEA" a | 5) In the event of error or omission in an invoice the In: 
NEW CONSULAR INVOICE REG LAT [ONS. exporter may present a new invoice for legalisation, or it 
His Majestw’s Commercial Secretary at Rio de Janeiro declaring same to be a corrected one. This corrected eran} 
reports that the Brazilian Budget Law tor 1920 contains invoice may only be presented for Consular legatisa ' 
) revised regulations respecting Consular Invoices of goods tion up to the date of the vessel’s arrival in the port W; 
4 shipped to Brazil. Regulations on the subject were | oi destination of the merchandize, . | Attac 
FF included, as Article 120, in the Budget Law for 1919 (see 6) The logatiscd Consular Invoices of the previous ae and | 
the notice on pages 294-295 of the “Board of Trade Souraei’ = posted to - ivectoris de Estatistica Com- partl: 
for 27th February last), but, as notified in subsequent ) oe —-: indepenc ag mail, Consuls can aed 
f Siti al the “Journal,” thease regulations were suspended aa dhe aged oo li it Is not In agreement to ex 
t and have not, in fact, been applied. The new regulations. | (7) The country where the goods are bought, which must in Fi 
y though similar to those embodied in the 1919 Budget Law be stated on the Consular Invoice. is understood to are r 
i appear to be in certain respects less onerous. _ ! ' be the country where the importer in Brazil obtained their 
y No date is as vet laid down for the enforcement of the such goods, and in the case of goods consigned for renev 
i‘ new regulations, but detailed instructions respecting the sale, is the country of residence of the owner of such Board 
f application of the regulations are to be issued by the goods. . with 
3 Brazilian Government by the end of January, and the Issue (8) In the case of goods dutiable ad ralorem, any difference the B 
es of such instructions will be reported by His Majesty’s Com- or discrepancy between the value declared on_ the Finn: 
mercial Secretary by telegraph and notified in the ‘Board invoice and that verified in the Custom House will 
of Trade Journal” immediatelv. subject the importer to the penalties ov fines in : — 
The provisions of the Budget Law in the matter are as la ng with Art, 58 of Law No. 5644 of on as will 
. cember, 1918, even should the importer declare or 
follow a ' . . ee aaa iti, | his despatch note the value verified by the Customs ton w 
The following rules shall be observed with regard to Consular (i.e. a fine equal to the difference between the he not 
Invoices : — . declared and ascertained value). as the 
(1) The specification of goods on Consular Invoices is to be (9) The invoices of merchandise exported to Brazil] from anv t =e the te 
made by the specific designation of each article, general other country and in transit through the Argentine 
veneric designations such as “cotton goods.” “iron or Uruguay, may only be legalised in the exporting 
coods,” “haberdashery,” “machines,” liqueurs.’ | aa ;' 
“chemical products.” “ chemists’ specialities,” etc.. (19) Should Consuls or other Consular officers tail to comply 
being forbidden. In the case of dresses or ready- with the obligations imposed bv the standing ruies " 
made clothing it is necessary to declare whether they of Consular Invoices, thev will be liable to a fine of With 
are plain, embroidered or trimmed. Although it is from 50 to 500 milreis, which will be imposed on FOF arti 
not necessarv to declare the detailed constituents or them by the Minister of Finance on the report of §& heing : 
chemical composition of articles it is nevertheless Custam House Inspectors and the Director de country 
obligatorv to state the materials of which they are Estatjstica Commercial. Decem] 
composed. | wait ‘the go 
Instead of vague descriptions, declarations should 7 nek 
he made as follows :—“Unbleached cotton goods,” ECUADOR. of such 





“white cotton goods.” “dved cotton goods,” “printed f Th: 
STRTAX ON IMPORTS Reed 
DEC ne 


cotton goods,”’ “eotton clothes plain,” or “cotton 





. re ; inati ] aterials.” : 191° i : s 
ig re a rome pp noone The “Registro Oficial’ (Quito) for 22nd October last or in ¢ 
‘lare.” “pr ; > “feathers,” * ons, cioves, ° i & . 
ace. ee gg ee - 7 gee published a Decree, to come into force on Ist January. Pood. « 
“ cotton stockings, ring needles.” locks, ‘iron . via é 
a? 3 « ays siecle . dnl 1920, which provides for the levying of surtaxes on mo! or paid 
draw handles.” “alcohol. dves, bicarbonate ot : ‘ Me teal paic 
soda,” “potash,” “caustic soda,” ete classes of merchandise imported into Ecuador, the func the em} 
(2) The weight of goods is to be entered in accordance with derived from this surtax to be devoted to the completion 
the cross weight of certain railways now under construction, and the erec~ 


the requirements of the Tariff. i.e. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





tion of a quay and new Custom House at Guayaquil. The 
rate of the surtax varies from one-half centavo to 10 
centavos per kilog., or 1 per cent. ad valorem according to 
the classification of goods in the Ecuadorian Customs Tariff. 

Certain foodstuffs and other goods, including common 
soap, candles, petroleum, leather for boots, boots and shoes, 
empty sacks, and some kinds of cotton clothing and under- 
clothing, are specially exempted from the operation of 
this surtax. 

A copy of the Decree (in Spanish) may be seen by British 
exporters on application at the Enquiry Room, Department 








of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. 
FINLAND. 
RESTRICTIONS ON CURRENCY AND IMPORTS. 


The Finnish Commercial Attaché in London reports that 


according to a Resolution of the Finnish State Council 
dated 19th December, the following restrictions  re- 
garding finnish currency came into force on = 19th 


December last, and are to remain in operation until Ist 
April, 1920 :— 

All questions and supervision relative to curreney will be 
settled by a Currency Board (consisting of six delegates 
nominated by the State Council) under the supervision of 
the Ministry of Finance. 

Special permission to purchase foreign currency abroad 
by payment of Finnish currency is now required and can 
only be obtained from the Currency Board. 

The Currency Board exercise the right according to a 
special regulation to grant or to permission to 
import. 

Payments from abroad to the credit of foreign bankers, 
firms, or private individuals, are not interfered with, 
though no payment can be accepted by cheques on Finnish 
marks drawn after the date of ehe Resolution (December 
19, 1919). 

No such payments can be accepted from Finnish citizens 
or from foreigners residing or temporarily residing in Fin- 
land without special permission from the Currency Board. 

An inspector will be nominated by the Ministry of 
Finance to supervise the sale and purchase of currency by 
Finnish bankers, who are required to disclose to him their 
books and vouchers necessary to maintain an efficient 
control. 

Infringements of this Resolution are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, and the withdrawal of any permission 
granted to sell or purchase currency 


refruse 


With reference to the above the Finnish Commercial 
Attaché states that the Currency Board is now in operation 
and decides all questions relative to import licences and 
partly also questions of export from Finland. All importers 
are required to present their documents to the Board and 
to explain how it is proposed to pay for imports. Payments 
in Finnish marks for imports are not permitted. Banks 
are required to submit weekly reports to the Board about 
their foreign currency, and no remittances of foreign cur- 
rency abroad are permitted without 
Board. Foreigners are anlv nermitted ta anen an aeealmnt 
with banks after having received special permission from 
the Board. The object of these restrictions is to prevent 
Finnish currency from going abroad. 


aaa a : . ¢ «41 
perniission OF; cue 


Further restrictions on import have also heen imposed, 
as will be seen from the notices printed below. and in connec- 
tion with the revision of the ‘“Tmport Free List’’ it should 
he noted that freedom of import is no longer unconditional. 
as the buvers must first satisfy the Currency Board about 
the terms of payment. 





EMBARGO ON IMPORTATION 


LUXURIES. 


With the object of restricting the importation into Finland 
of articles of luxury and goods which are not regarded as 
hing at the present time of paramount importance to the 
country, the Finnish Council of State, by a decision of 11th 
Decemher (No. 142) have declared that the importation of 
‘the goods enumerated in the following list is prohibited. 
and that no new import licences are to be issued in respect 
% such goods, pending further notice. 

This decision does not apply to consignments of the goods 
ecified which, on 20th December, were already in transit 
in the charge of the Finnish Customs Authorities: and 
goods already licensed for importation. if contracted for 
paid for prior to that date, may also he admitted despite 
the embargo. 


()}. 
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No. 1n Finnish 


Customs Taritt. 


15—18 
19 
20 
21 
67—3 
69 
139—9 
76—80 
81 
85, &4, 8 
88 
89 
GO 
QO} 
05—4 
I5—8 
‘O—]100 
108 
113 
116 
117 
122 
124 
149 
141—7. 150 
A >—6 
252—3 
256— 
242—4 
250 
254 
268—271 
278 
2/9—80 
281—6 
287—291 
Z98—301 
302 
S05 
11 
312—35 
3235—4 
325—6 
327—S 
329 & Al 
335 
y & 4 3 
KID 
55 (—G 


( 
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ARTICLES. 


Herrings, seasoned or smoked, and other fish 
(living, fresh, seasoned, salted, smoked or 


dried). 
Oysters and mussels. 
Crayfish, all kinds, not specially mentioned. 
Caviar and other fish roe. 
Edible roots, not specially mentioned, fresh, cut 
or dried. 
Hay and straw; also 
tioned, 
Fruits (of trees) and berries : — 
Fresh or only cooked, even if crushed or other- 
wise broken up (except lemons). ’ 
Dried (except coconuts and copra). 
Preserved in oll, alcohol}, or vinegar. 
Vegetables, not specially mentioned :— 
Fresh, except onions and cabbages. 
Candied, preserved in alcohol or vinegar, 
Mushrooms, edible. 
Arrowroot, cassava, Manioe and tapioca. 
Flower bulbs. 


grass, not specially men- 


is . } e 1} - 

Roots, not edible, not specially mentioned, eves 
if pulverised. 

t.owers and parts of flowers, natural, cut, fresh 


or dried, not specially mentioned; also inseet 
powder (dried or pulverised parts of flowers, with 
or without addition of mineral ingredients). 

Plants, not speciaily mentioned, whether iiving or 
dried, or otherwise prepared, 

natural. 

Small fancy bread, cakes, biscuits, gingerbread, 
and other kinds of bread, not classed ag con- 
fectionery. 

Cocoa powder and chocolate (also cocoa in slabs) 
and cocoa substitutes of all kinds. 

Cofiee substitutes of all kinds, 

Tea and tea substitutes. 

Grape sugar, starch syrup, glucose, colouring 
matter, even if in solid form, not containing 


“=> 


Sprays and leaves, 


ohol. 
}>? “4 . , . ; 
reserves, not specially mentioned. 
Honey. even if artificial. 


Mustard prepared in the form of paste. 
onse:ves in hermetically sealed packages, except 
condensed milk and cheese. 


TEXTILES. 

Silk, unspun; silk waste; 

Silk, spun, even if in 
textile materials, 
ttun shag, plush and velvet and velvety and 
plushy cotton tissues, cut or not. 

Cotton tissues net specially mentioned in the 
Tariff, weighing !ess than 100 grammes per square 
metre. 

Plush. cut or uncut, of jute or paper yarn without 
admixture of other textile materials. 

Velvet and plush and tissues similar to velvet and 
plush, cut or not, of other similar textile 
materials even combined with cotton or jute; and 
tissues of paper not elsewhere mentioned. 

Carpets, mats and rugs of wool. 

Shag. velvet and plush, cut or not. of silk alone 

_ or in combination with other textile materials. 

ey not specially mentioned, of pure or mixed 
silk. 


silk wadding. 


combination with other 


Ribbons, laces and passementerie, of textile 
material. 
Lace, lace-tissue. and tulle of textile materials. 


Hosiery and other goods made by _ knitting. 
crochet or net work, of pure or mixed silk. 
Tablecioths, kerchiefs and handkerchiefs, curtains 


and other articles, not specially mentioned, 
hemmed or bordered, but without other needle- 
work. 


Embroideries. 
Hats finished or partly finished :— 
Trimmed with flowers or feathers. 
_ Other kinds, if of materia] containing silk. 
Corsets. P 
Clothes and other sewn articles 
mentioned :— 
Of lace, lace-tissue and tulle. 
Of pure or mixed silk material. 
Of wool or other textile materials, if having 
embroidery or lace, also those with linings 
facings, or other trimmings containing silk. 
Umbrellas and parasols of pure or mixed silk. 
Braces. belts, bandoliers and garters, suspenders 
for clothing, sleeve holders and other similar 
articles. also parts thereof. of silk or mixed silk 
or of gold wire drawer work. 
Artificial flowers, fruits and_ plants. 
chiefly from textile goods, paper, 


not specially 


prepared 
straw or 
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ARTICLES. 

similar materials, also imitations oi butterflies, 

beetles, ornamental feathers and the ike, in- 

tended tor decorative purposes and made ot! 
similar materials, and parts thereot. 

Bedding and screens with covering ol 
mixed silk. 

Bags, porttolios, cases aud boxes, pocket bvoks, 
jampshades, purses, memorandum books, fitted 
up or uot, externally covered with textile 
materials of pure or mixed silk. 

Feathers (ornamental) natural, and manutactured, 
and artificial furriers’ goods thereot. 

Fans, ali kinds. 


pute or 


Walking sticks. 

Frames, wooden. 

Finished woodwork, not’ specially mentioned, 
bronzed, gilt, or silvered with carving or inlaid 
work. 

Basketmakers’ wates of twigs, not peeled, and 
coarse shavings, and other kinds, with or with- 
out padding or trimming. 

Mats, not specially mentioned, even if in com- 
bination with other plant fibre. 

Plaits for hats. 

Photograph and postcard albums and _ parts 
thereof; postage stamp albums with stamps or 
not, and parts for same; albums for verses and 
scrap books and othe: albums, not specially 
mentioned; note books and other books with 


plain or ruled paper, bound, not specially 
mentioned. . a 
Wall paper and friezes, all kinds, even if in 


combination with other materials. 

Playing cards. 

Manutactures of paper, cardboard, pasteboard or 
pulp not specially mentioned, even if combined 
with other substances. 

Picture postcards and congratulatory cards. 

Picture books and painting books for children, 
with or without explanatory text. 

Brushmakers’ wares, such as_ brushes, 
whisks, ete. 

Manufactures of ivory, bone, horn -and -tortoise 
shell, not specially mentioned, also manufactures 
of quills. 

Mother of pearl and shells of mussels and molluscs, 
worked or not. 

Coral, genuine, unmounted or mounted. 

Real pearls, not set or set; bead fringes for 
lamp shades, etc. 

Boots and shoes of patent leather. 

Prepared furs of beaver, chinchilla, sea otter, 
ermine, pole cat, marten of all kinds, merv fur, 
of all kinds, sable and swan. 

Manufactures wholly or partly of gold, not 
specially mentioned, even if with stones or pearls 
inset. 

Manufactures wholly or partly of silver, not 
specially mentioned, even if gilt or covered with 
gold by a mechanical process and set with stones 
or pearls. 

Cast art and ornamental objects of iron, such as 
busts, medallions, flower vases, writing stands 
and match stands, candle sticks and ornamental 
castings for chandeliers and lamps. 

Manufactures of plates and sheets of iron and 
steel, gilt, silvered or plated with precious metal. 

Bayonets, swords and similar weapons, gilt or 
silvered. 

Table knives and forks with handies of ivory, 
mother of pearl, porcelain, tortoise shell, also 
gilt or silvered. 

Clasp knives with handles of ivory, mother of 
pearl, or tortoise shell, also gilt or silvered. 
Jack or clasp knives, seamen’s and workmen’s 
knives with handles of ivory, mother of pear! 

or tortoise shell, also gilt or silvered. 

Scissors and shears, not specially mentioned, hair 
clippers, corkscrews, sugar tongs, nail clippers, 
nut crackers and surgical instruments, gilt or 
silvered. 

Driving and riding requisites, gilt or silvered. 

Wares of lead and alloys thereof, gi!t or silvered. 

Square and upright pianos, orchestrions, playing 
apparatus for musical instruments; phonographs, 
gramophones, barre! organs (with pipes). musical 
boxes, and other instruments, not specially men- 
tioned, for reproducing music, etc., and parts 
thereof, 

Watches with cases of gold or platinum, and 
senarate cases of these materials. 

Jet. even if artificial, unmanufactured. 

Manufactures of amber and jet, not 
mentioned. 


brooms, 


specially 
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No. in Finnish 


Customs Taritt. 


760 


783-—784 


799 


920 
O45 


ARTICLES. 

Manutactures, not specially mentioned, of marble 
alabaster, even if artificial; of porphyry ay 
other ot the finer qualities of stone, intendy 
chiefly as ornaments, such as vases, urp 
statuettes, animal figures, etc., even if in cop, 
bination with wood, common metal or the like. 

Ceramic articles of luxury and other articles whic 
must be regarded as intended mainly for orng. 
ment and being of real use only to a subsidiay 
extent, if at all, such as etageére decoration; 
flower vases, flower stands, decorative articles 
and other wall ornaments, anima! and othe 
figures, Jardinieres; artificial Howers of porcelain 
etc., even in combination with wood, comm 
metai or the like. 

Glass and enamel manufactures, etched, gilt 
silvered, painted, ground or otherwise decoratej 
excluding decorations producible by engraving i; 
the mould). 

Liquid scents and toilet waters containing ethe 
or alcohol, and hair applications of all kinds, jy 
bottles. 

Perfumed grease, ointment or pomade, 

Powder, rouge, tooth powder, tooth paste, ani 
other similar perfumed and cosmetic articles no 
classifiable elsewhere, such as envelopes, sachey 
contaling incense for perfuming rooms. 

Calcium carbide. 

Jewellery, all kinds, such as bracelets, charms 
brooches, breast pins and studs, necklaces ani 
watch chains, hat clasps, hair clasps and othe 
hair ornaments, not falling under any othe 
number, cuff and sleeve links, watch hooks, anj 
other similar ornaments for personal use. 

Toys and Christmas tree decorations, all kinds 
and parts thereof. 

Tobacco pipes of meerschaum, even imitation, an 
of real and imitation amber. 


ee 


GOODS REQUIRING IMPORT LICENCES. 


The 


finnish 


State Council, by a decision of 10th 


December, have declared that the following goods shall lx 
deleted trom the ‘‘Import Free List’’ established by the 
Resolution of 5th September last (see the notice at page 
489-491 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’? of 16th October), 
The importation of every consignment of these goods wil 
therefore require the sanction of the Board of Trade ani 


Industry. 
Tariff No. 


14 
36 
37 
45 
46 
47 
70 


71 


85 
87 
104 


445 


INCREASE OF 


Kresh herrings. 

Lentils, not in hermetically sealed packages. 

Peas, beans, and similar pulse for human cor 
sumption. 

Wheat groats. 

Rice flour and groats. 

Macaroni. 

Oilcakes; pressed maize meal cakes, acorn 
ground or unground, and earth nuts. 
Animal fodder, not specified, such as mali 
dust, grains, gluten fodder, flour of rice 

and oil cakes, maize husk, maize dut 
flour, even if mixed with animal matter ot 
with molasses fodder. 

Cabbages (fresh). 

Cooking vegetables, salt or dried. 

Cheese, all kinds, not in hermetically-seale 
packages. 

Feathers, plucked. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES. 





The “Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for 18th January contaili 
a Presidential Decree, dated 13th January, rendering applit 
able in French Indo-China the French Decree of 8th Jul 
last (as subsequently amended), which established “coe 
cients of increase’’ in respect of most of the rates of tlt 
Irench Customs Tariff, intended to restore to these rate 
the ad valorem incidence which they possessed before th? 
general increase of prices consequent upon the war. 

Particulars of the Decree of 8th July were published # 


a Parliamentary Paper entitled ‘France 


and Algeria: 


Increase of Customs Duties,’’ copies of which may 

obtained either direct or through any _ bookseller through 
the channels notified on the cover of this ‘Journal,’ at tl 
price of 9d. per copy, exclusive of postage. (Reference No. 
Cmd. 273.) Some small modifications have been made in thi 
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Decree and have been notified in various issues of the gascar and its Dependencies of agricultural machinery, 
“Board of Trade Journal.’’ motors destined exclusively tor the haulage of such 


The rates of duty leviable on imports, into French Indo- 
China, of goods covered by the ‘‘coefficient of increase’’ 
system will be the same as those levied on similar goods 
imported into France, except in the case of certain goods 
of minor importance, for which duties are prescribed in the 


Tariff ot Indo-China different from those of the French 
Tarifi. In respect of these goods (unbleached silk thread 


for embroidery ; cordage of rattan; straw sacks for packing 
purposes; machinery for the extraction of gold; cotton 
yarn, single, unbleached, measuring less than 41,000 metres 
to the kilog; and certain goods of Chinese origin), the 
relevant ‘‘coefficient’’ is applied to the special duty pre- 
scribed in the Tariff of Indo-China. Jute sacks and sack- 
cloth, and cases and tins having been used for the transport 
of mineral oil or foodstuffs, which are dutiable in France, 
are free from duty in Indo-China, 


GERMANY. 
EXPORT OF WORKS OF ART. 


The German Government has issued an Order, dated 
llth December, 1919, prohibiting the exportation, without 
the permission of the Commissioner for Export and Import 
Licences, of works of art which are included in the list kept 
by the Minister of the Interior, of goods whose sale abroad 
would constitute a serious loss to the national art collection. 











EXPORTATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLIAS 
PROHIBITED. 

A Proclamation of 12th November, 1918, authorised the 
German Customs Authorities to permit the export without 
licence of all goods coming under Category VIII.C of the 
Customs Tariff (Vehicles and Vessels, Tariff No. 913-925), 
with the exception of the following : — 

Aircraft and parts therefor. 

Parts of cycles. 

Watercraft and their accessories. 

Steam and other motive engines 

Floating docks and pontoons, with or without accom- 
panving machinery 

Watercraft of all kinds for breaking up. 

Proclamations of 8th October. 1919, and 17th November, 
1919, added tank waggons and railway goods waggons to the 
list of exceptions. 

The Reichswirtschaftsminister has now issued a Proclama- 
tion, dated 10th January, including in the above list the 
following goods, the export of which is therefore prohibited 
except under, licence :— 

Tariff No. 

913. 

Vehicles intended to run on rails: 

In combination with motive moechineryv, except steam 
locomotives. 

914. 

Without motive machinery: 


Goods waggons, field railway waggons, gravel 
waggons and other waggons, not intended for 


passenger tratiic (except service waggons). covered 
or not. 

Passenger carriages without leather work or up- 
holstery : service waggons. 

Passenger carriages with leather work or uphol- 
stery ; tramecars for passengers. 

Cars of all kinds for monorails (suspension and 
similar railways). 

Parts (spare, reserve, etc.) for the vehicles speci- 
tied in Nos. 913 and 914, exported separately and 
not specifically classified nuder other Tariff Nos. 








EXPORT PROHIBITIONS CORRECTION. 
The sub-heading ‘ Prohibition the exportation of Wares 
of Iron and Tron Alloys’’ in the second column of page 130 
’ (in the notice on the 





of last week’s issue of the ‘‘Journal ”’ 
subject of the restrictions on the export of certain goods 
from Germany) should be deleted. The iron goods (from 
Category XVIIA) specified below the snb-heading are 
erempt from. and not, as the sub-heading implied, subject 
to export. licence, 





MADAGASCAR. 


TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF CUSTOMS 
DUTIES ON PLANTATION MACHINERY. 
A Decree, dated 11th August, 1917, temporarily suspended 
the Customs duties pavable on the importation into Mada- 





machines, and detached parts of such machines and motors, 
subject to proof being torthcoming within a certain time 
that the machinery, etc., was actually being employed ‘in 
agricultural work (see page 368 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 15th November, 1917). | 
The Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the 
toretgn Office, of a copy of a circular letter, dated 3rd De- 
ceember, issued by the Governor-General of Madagascar 
which notifies that the term ‘‘ agricultural machinery ”’ in 
the above Decree of 1lth August, 1917, is to be interpreted 
to include all machines employed on plantations, both for 
work on the land and in preparation of the produce. Ex- 
cept in the case of rice-husking machinery, however, the 
suspension of Customs duty does not apply to industrial 
machinery used by converters of the raw produce. 








CUSTOMS DUTY ON PAPER AND PARTS 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 

As was noted at page 666 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” 
for 27th November last, the French Presidential Decree of 
Sth July, which established ‘‘coefficients of increase’’ in 
respect of most of the rates of the French Customs Tariff, 
was put into force in Madagascar and its Dependencies by 
a Decree dated 13th September. 

The ‘‘coefficients of increase’ for certain kinds of paper 
and board, and for parts of agricultural machinery, were 
modified by Presidential Decrees dated 28th August and 23rd 
September respectively (see the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 18th September, page 375, 25th September, 
page 406, and 9th October, page.459.) The ‘‘ Journal 
Officiel *? of Madagascar for 13th December contains two 
Arrétés of the Governor-General promulgating these Decrees 
in Madagascar and its Dependencies. 


Ol 


MEXICO. 
EXPORT DUTY ON HENEQUEN ALTERED. 


The ‘‘ Diario Oficial *’ (Mexico for 1st December last 
contains a Presidential Decree, dated 28th November, which 
provides that the export duty on henequen exported from 
Mexico shall be levied at 8 per cent. ad valorem on the 
price f.o.b. at Progreso, Yucatan. 

The price which is to serve as a basis for the levying of 
the duty will be notified cach month by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

[Notre.—The former rate of duty was 5 per cent. ad 
valorem on the price of henequen in foreign markets. | 











MOROCCO. 


TARIFF (JANUARY—JUNE., 
1920.) 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Tariff showing the valuation of the prin- 
cipal articles of merchandise imported into Morocco, These 
valuations form the basis on which duty will be assessed 
by the Moorish Customs Administration during the first halt 
of the current year. 

The French text of the Tariff may be seen by callers at 
the Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
25, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. . 

[Notr.—-Goods imported into Morocco by sea are, with 
certain exceptions, subject to duty at the rate of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem, and also to a special tax of 24 per cent. ad 





VALUATION 


valorem imposed as a temporary measure by Article 66 of 
the Algeciras Act. | 


NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS RAISED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at The Hague to the effect that 
the prohibition on the export from the Netherlands ot 
wheat, spelt, barley, rye, oats, buckwheat, canary séed and 
‘“boter zaad,” as well as the prohibition on the export of 
all kinds of fish, including molluscs and crustaceous animals, 
has been removed until further notice. 

The prohibition on the export of trees, shrubs (roses, efe.) 
and fruit-trees has also been removed until further notice, 
provided that consignments of such trees and shrubs are ac- 
companied by a deposition issued by the Secretary of the 
Netherlands Horticultural Council (Nederlandsche Tuin- 
houwraad), and made out in the prescribed form. 
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POLAND. 
NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF IN FORCE. 


Ou 10th January a-new Customs tariff becaine applicable 

to goods imported into Poland—replacing the ‘* Hinden- 
¢”’ Tariff which had been in provisional application (see 

page 251 of this ‘‘Journal’’ for 21st August last). A copy 
of a translation of this new tariff (forwarded by H.M. Act- 
ing Commercial Secretary at Warsaw) may be seen by 
British exporters at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, which Department will 
also be prepared, in reply to written enquiries, to furnish 
particulars of the rates of duty applicable to particular 
goods or classes of goods. According to the British Acting 
Commercial Secretary at Warsaw, the new Customs tariff 
is to be considered as temporary. 

Certain particulars regarding the new tariff, and regard- 
ing an Order of the Ministries of Finance, Trade, and In- 
dustry, dated 4th November last (and published in the 
‘ Polish Gazette — of December 4th), containing regulations 
respecting the application of the tariff, are given below, 
together with particulars of a turther Ministerial Order, 
also dated 4th November, containing provisions for the ex- 
emption from duty for a restricted period of certain food- 
stuffs, artificial manures, machinery and parts, textiles, ete.. 
which are in great demand, and cannot be produced locally. 

New Customs Tarirr, 








burye ’’ 


In general the classification of goods under the new Polish 
Customs Tariff is the same as that under the Russian 
Customs Tariff of 1906, goods heing divided into ten groups 
as tollows:— 

Tariff Nos. 
1-40 Group 1T.—Foodstutfs and Animals. 
11-57 Group TI.—Animal products and Wares thereof. 


OS8-G4 Group ITT.—Wood:; Wooden Wares and Basket- 
work 

69-78 Group  TV.—Building Materials and Ceramic 
Wares. 


Combustibles. Asphalt. Resins and their 

Products. ; 

89-137 Group VI.—Chemical Materials and Producis. 

138-175 Group VIT.—Ores, Metals and Metal Wares of all 
kinds. 

166-178 Group VIIT.—Paper. Paper 
graphical Products. 

179-208 Group 1X.—Textile Materials and Wares thereof. 

200-218 Group X.—-Clothing, Buttons. Jet, Smallwares. 
Writing Accessories, etc. 

There is also a list of goods (Tariff Nos. 219-231) pro- 
hibited to be imporied. These prohibitions (which affect such 
articles as explosives, war materials, articles coloured with 
arsenic colours, opium for smoking, etc.) are of a more or 
less permanent character, and as such are differentiated from 
the prohibitions of import of ‘‘ unnecessary” or “luxury ”’ 
goods, which, in Poland. as in many other countries. are in 
force as the result of the disturbed economic and financial 
conditions resulting from the war. 

The rates of dutv scheduled in the Customs Tariff are 
payable in gold Polish marks, but the British Acting Com- 
mercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that for the presert 
three paper marks are accepted as the equivalent of one 
gold mark. 

lt is provided that special duty mav be charged on goods 
arriving in Poland from countries which treat Polish ships 
and Polish goods less favourably than ships and goods from 
other countries. 


7-88 Group V. 


Wares and 


Typ 7 


Duty-Frre ApMIssions. 

Under the Customs Tariff itself certain raw materials and 
food and fodder stuffs, and a few categories of manufactured 
goods (such as scythes, sickles, photographic plates, steam- 
ships above 600 tons, newspapers, books, etc.) are exempt 
from duty. Under the Order of 4th November respecting 
the application of the Tariff, exemption from duty is also 
accorded to various other articles, such as:— 

Materials and accessories for the construction and main- 
tenance of railway lines and railway stations: 

Patterns and samples of goods, provided they cannot 
be used otherwise than as samples (this does not apply. 
however, to goods which form a Government monopoly or 
to foodstuffs) ; 

Railway waggons, 
means of transport: and 

Goods on which the duty does not exceed 10 pf. 
Further, exemption from duty may be obtained in special 

cases, such as the following : — 

Goods of Polish origin returned from abroad in the same 
condition us that in which they left the country ; 


motor-cars, cycles, ete., in use as 
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Foreign goods on which Customs duty has afready been 
paid, if these are returned from abroad ; 

All kinds of packing (barrels, boxes, trunks, bottles, 
baskets, etc.) returned from abroad or sent to Poland to 
be used as packing for goods to be exported from Poland, 
The Ministry of Finance is also empowered to allow duty. 

tree admission for a limited period for materials necessary 
for the manufacture of goods which are to be exported after 
wards, and also to allow the import free of duty of articles 
necessary for temporary use (boring apparatus for the oil 
and coal industries). 

In the case of articles necessary for experimental work, 
or for exhibitions and commercial travellers’ samples, the 
duty payable may be deposited and will be returned on re. 
export, if the goods come from countries which grant similar 
facilities to Polish goods. 


TRANSIT AND EXPort. 


Goods sent im transit through Poland or exported from 
Poland abroad will be free of duty. 


GOVERNMENT MoNOPOLIES. 


The import into Poland and transit through Poland of 
eoods which are the subject of Polish Government monopoly 
is allowed only under special permits. 


Goops Imrortep By Parcets Post. 


On goods arriving by parcels post and weighing not more 
than 5 kilogs gross, duty will be paid at the rate of 3 marks 
(gold) provided that the parcel does not contain goods sub- 
ject to duty at a higher rate than 1vJ marks per 100 kilogs, 
or that they do not contain goods on which duty is paid 
according to the number of articles. 


Waretnouse Duties, ETC. 

[In addition to Customs duty proper, special taxes are 
pavable for warehousing, loading, and unloading. 

Customs houses which possess their own warehouses may 
issue special regulations for such charges, but the ware. 
house fee must not exceed 60 pf. per 100 kilogs per day. No 
fees are chargeable for the first three days. 

Loading and unloading expenses are fixed at 0-2 per cent. 
of the duty chargeable, with a minimum of 20 pf. anda 
maximum of 5 marks. On parcels, 20 pf. will be charged. 

Temporary Susvenston oF Customs Duty on Certain 

ARTICLES. 

Under the second Order of 4th November, the following 
woods are, until 10th April next, exempted from the duty 
specified in the Customs Tariff. This period may, however, be 
prolonged by the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry for 
Trade and Industry if such prolongation seems necessary :— 


Tariff No. 
A. 


187 (1) & (2) Cotton textiles and percale, unbleached or bleached, 
measuring up to 15 sq. m. inclusive, to the kilog. 


199 (3) & Peasants’ cloth (woollen or half woollen), of native 
900 (2) make, shaggv rugs for peasants’ use (including 
those weighing over 500 grammes per square 
metre). 

200 (1) Half-woollen materials on cotton basis for mens 
clothing, weighing over 300 gv. the square 
metre, 

B. 

2 Rice. 

5 Flour (except potato flour), groats and malt. 

8 Dried potatoes, slices, cuttings, ground o 
unground, 

22 Sugar. raw or refined. 

24 (5) Condensed miik. dried milk (sweetened or ul 
sweetened), fruit and berry marmalades and 
jams. 

34 (2) & (3) Meat. dried, smoked, pickled or smoke-dried, and 
hams. 

34 (4) Game and poultry (dead). 

36 Cow's and sheep’s butter. 

37 (1, bie.) Carp and other fresh fish. 


37 (3) & (4b) Herring and other fish, salted, smoke-dried, dried 
(except salmon, turbot, soles, trout and siga). 
Foodstuffs not specially mentioned in the Customs 


59 (1) 

Tariff. 

41 (3\—(5) Jones treated with sulphuric acid, fertilising com 
positions and mixtures of every kind, burnt 
bones and bone-ash, and mineral supe 
phosphates. 

51 (2.b.) Animal fat—refined, melted and manufactured. 

57 (1) Leather boots and shoes except where specially 


; . and shoes 
specified (not including patent boots and shoe 
} more than 


and those with silk uppers) weighing 


600 er. per par. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 








(5.a.) Harness, ordinary. 
6.0.) Sheet glass blown and moulded, unpolished and 


unground, up to 5 mm. inclusive in thickness, 


transparent, lalf opaque and coloured, of 
ordinary bottle glass colour, plain, without 
designs or ornamentations, of surface up to 
1 sq. m. 

5 Boots and shoes ol rubber. 

(2) & (5) Ammonium nitrate and sulphate, 

(2) Soap, ordinary. 

2) Shovels, pitchforks, picks, rakes, choppers and 
mattocks. 

(1.2, 5, Agriculture machines and tools, and parts of 

4 & 6) agriculture machines imported together with the 
machines or separately. 

(2.b.) Paper not glazed or sized, containing not less than 
60 per cent. of wood pulp, weighing not less than 
48 gr. per square metre—paper in rolls with a 
diameter not less than 70 cm., and in sheets. 

2.0. All sorts of paper except ihose specially mentioned 


in the Tariff, white and coloured, dved in the 


pulp. without ornaments or water marks, and 
lined paper. 
5 Cotton twist on wooden reels, of two or more 
strands. 
Jute sacks. 
2 Unbleached flax and hema cloth, huckaback, ete. 
L.a.) All sorts of ordinary cotton lingerie, except that 


made of batist, oxford and zephyr. 


The Ministry of Finance, in agreement with the Ministry 


> 


Ol 
Tor 


force of 
from abroad, and also any other machines 


Trade 


and Industry, may also exempt from duty, 
a period not exceeding one year from the coming into 
the new Tariff, the following articles imported 
not manufactured 


in the country :— 


Tariff No. 


57 (4.h.c.) Leather driving-belts, sewh or aubsewn., 

03 3) Purified borax in crystals, pulverised and 
anhydrous (50 per cent. of the requirements in- 
dispensable for the production, afier it has been 
proved that the required quantity corresponds to 
the actual needs pf the factory). 

108 (1.a.) Suiphuric acid of any strength ‘not including 
fuming sulphuric acid or sulphuric anhydride). 

133 15.0.) (sail’s link chains. 

156 (1.a.) Wire driviug-belts. 

106 (3) Elecirie cables covered with lead. 

161 (1.a.) Files, weighing up to 4 kg. inclusive, per dozen. 

161 (3) Steel tools. tempered, such as twist drills. screws, 
drills. circular saws, twist drill cutters. dies, 
blades for scissors, punches, stampers, cutters. 
numbers, a'phabets. 

162 Printing compositors’ and printing — trade 
accessories. 

167 (4.1.b.) Steam and electric engines; steam waggons; heat 
waggons and electric waggons; water turbines; 
mechanisms for levers and lifts (without. motors). 

lo? (A.l.c.) Locomobiles weighing up to 250 kg., fixed and 
portable, freezing and refrigerating machines. 

l67 (d.l.d.) Steam locomobiles (agricultural) 

lf? (A.1.e.) Steam turbines. 

167 (A.l.g.) Machines for working metals, except ordinary 
turning machines, height of centres 250 mm, and 
less. 

167 (4.1.A. Machines for spinning wool and cotton. scutchers, 

LV.a.) carding machines, ete., except such types as are 
A made in Poland. 

lof (4.1.4. Automatic selfspinners, thread circles. except such 

— IVb.) types as are made in Poland. 

lo? (4.1.4.V.) Machines and machine parts used for bleaching. 
dyeine and finishing cotton and cotton waste 
materials, except such types as are made in 
Poland. 

167 (.4.4.a.) Parts of machines of kinds exempted from duty. 
imported together with the machines or 

ae separatelv. and bronze wire nettings. 

107 (4.4.b.) Spindles, hoops, levelled cylinders for fibre 

“ machines, spinning tubes, 

l€7 (Bl & B2.) Electrie machines —— accumulators, transmitters. 

wae ; electric ventilators and their parts. 

109 (3.12.) Electric bulbs. mounted, with carbon or meta! 

ry filaments. 

“ 8) _ Motor Lorries. 

“4 (la & B) Railwav waegons. trucks. piatform cars, coal 

ee trucks and tank waggons. 

14 (3) Small waggons for field and mine railways. ete. 

1 '2& 3) Steam and other iron river ships (up to £00 tore’ 
and woeden chips if Polish workshops are unable 

. to supolv them. 

194 Drivine belts hemn and cotton. 

22 (2) Camelhair driving be'ts. 


——— 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


KOUMANIA. 


ADDITIONAL TWO PER CENT. TAX ON 
IMPORTS. 

The attention of exporters is called to the fact that the 
Circular Order of 20th February, 1919, imposing an addi- 
tional tax of 2 per cent. ad valorem on all imports into 
Roumania is still in force. 


SERB-CROAT—SLOVENE STATE. 


EXPORT OF CERTAIN CEREALS 
PROHIBITED. 

With reference to the notice at pages 742-3 of the ‘Board 
of Trade Journal’ for llth December regarding export 
regulations in Jugo-Slavia, H.M. Minister at Belgrade re- 
ports that the exportation of wheat, maize, rye, oats, and 
flour of all kinds trom Oijd Serbia and Macedonia has been 
prohibited 














SIAM. 


EXPORT OF RICE PROHIBITED. 

H.M. Minister at Bangkok reports that the export from 
Siam of rice, and all by-products thereof, has been pro- 
hibited until 3lst December, 1920, and that, if supplies at 
that date are unsatisfactory enough to demand such a 
measure, this period of prohibition may be extended. 





SUSPENDED. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” for 18th January contains 2 
Royal Order (No. 184), dated 17th January, which suspends 
the prohibition on the export of raw esparto from Spain, 
which was imposed by Article 2 of the Royal Order of 5th 
January (see page 132 of last week's isste of the ** Board of 
Trade Journal ’’). 


IMPORTATION OF GOODS BY ALRCLALT. 

As the result of the development of commercial aviation, 
a Spanish Roval Order has recently been issued to regulate 
the importation of goods into Spain by air, and to provide 
for the observance of Customs formalities in connection with 
aircraft which land’ in Spain. The text of the 
Decree (which is dated the 13th December, 1919) was 
published in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” on 8th January, and 
may be seen by persons interested on application to the 
Enquiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, S.W.1. 

The Decree prohibits the importation of goods by any 
kind of aircraft, in the absence of agreement between the 
Spanish Administration and that of the other country con- 
cerned. Aircraft from foreign countries flying over or 
landing on Spanish territory must make the first landing 
at an aerodrome provided with a Customs station (only the 
aerodromes or landing grounds at Barcelona, San Sebastian, 
Malaga, and Seville are at present so provided) where 
Customs formalities and clearances are to be effected. In 
the case of forced or other landings at aerodromes, not 
provided with Customs stations, a notification is to be sent 
forthwith to the nearest Customs station. Spanish or 
foreign companies running regular air services in Spain 
are to obtain fiscal authorisation for their aerodromes. 

Provision is also made for the case of private-owned air- 
craft, more or less on the lines of the regulations governing 
the circulation of motor cars. 

The Director-General of Customs, is to lay down regula- 
tions to ensure the strict carrying out of the previsions of 
the present Order. 








SWEDEN. 


TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN 
CUSTOMS DUTIES CONTINUED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Swedish Roval Decree, No. 777, dated 
19th December last, by which the suspension of the 
Customs duty in respect of the following goods (which was 
to have expired on 31st December last) has been prolonged 
until 3lst May next :— 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





No. in Swedish 


Customs Tariff. Goods. 


55—56 Pork, bacon, ete. 

57 Lard. 

58 Meat of fowls. 

59 Other kinds of meat. not specially mentioned (in 


the Taritf) and not classifiable as conserved 
meat, including edible offal. 
6] Oleo margarine. 


Rye, wheat and barley, not milled: also peas fit 


ex 
for human consumption. 
ex Tl Flour of rye or wheat. 
137 Cheese of all kinds. 
158—9 Buiter, natural, and artificial (margarine). 
140 Dripping. 
146 Sausages. 
ex 168 Condensed milk and unsweetened evaporated milk 
imported in hermetically sealed vessels. 
ex 1325 Condensed milk, with or without addition of sugar, 
imported otherwise than in hermetically sealed 
vessels. 








RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oihce, of information to the effect that the prohibition on 
the exportation from Sweden of the undermentioned goods 
has been removed in virtue of Swedish Royal Decrees Nos. 
G80 and 707 (dated 7th and 20th November) : — 


Tariff No. Goods. 
ex 34 Graphite (black lead), unmanufactured, ground or 
washed. 
Peat mould and peat straw. 
ex 54 Live wild animals. 
ex 252 Spruce bark. 

419-433 Yarn of vegetable textile materials other than 
cotton. (The export prohibition on cotton yarn 
has already been raised.) 

434— 444 Rope and cordage, also twine and sail yarn, of 
vegetable textiles other than cotton. (Cotton 
cordage and lines may be freely exported.) 

ex 871 Saloon and school rifles and finished parts thereof. 
er 1073 Carbon electrodes. 

1141 Salicylic acid. 

ex 1242 Vegetable tanning n.aterials, such as oak bark, 


myrobalans and quebracho wood, whole or in 
pieces, rasped, ground, or otherwise divided. 
The Royal Decree No. €80 also contains a clause provid- 
ing that trade samples of goods still subject to export pro- 
hibition may be exported with the approval of the proper 
Customs Authorities. 





TUNIS. 
EXPORT DUTY ON. ESPARTO. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Bevlical Decree, dated 20th December, 
relative to the establishment of an export duty on esparto 
and diss. 

The Decree provides that, as from lst January, 1920, the 
duty which was formerly levied on esparto grass and diss 
introduced into towns tn the Regency shall be converted into 
a Customs export duty and levied at the following rates :— 
On esparto grass and diss, raw or worked. 1 frane per 100 
kilogs net; on esparto and diss pulp, 2 frances 25 cts. per 
100 kilogs net. m 

PROHIBITION ON THE IMPORT OF 
RICK REMOVED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Bevlical Decree, dated 19th December. 
in virtue of which the prohibition on the importation of 
rice into Tunis is removed. 


URUGUAY. 
DUTIES ON WOOD FURERL AND FUEL OID. 


The ‘ Diario Oficial’ of Uruguay for 3rd November con- 
tains a Decree, dated 15th October. respecting the duties on 
wood for fuel and fuel oil imported into Uruguay. 

The Decree provides that wood intended to be used as a 
substitute for coal shall pay the special tax established for 
coal by the Law of 8th July. 1916 (5 centesimos per 1,000 
kilogs), 2,600 kilogs of wood being considered as equal to 
1.900 kilogs of coal. 

Similarly ‘‘ fuel oil’ is to be subject to the same special 
duties as coal, but in this case the duty is to be increased 
by 40 per cent. 

(Particulars respecting the Law of 8th July, 1916, impos- 
ing the special duties on cool were given in the notice at 
pare 652 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ of 31st August, 
1916.1 
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Openings for British Trade, 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Opemngs’” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regurd to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
= of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

LIGHT MINERAL OIL.—Tenders are invited by the Corpora. 
tion of Trinity House, Tower Hill, Londen, E.C.3, for the supply 
of about 182,600 gals. of light mineral oil for lighthouses. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at Trinity 
House between 10.50 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Secretary, Trinity House, as above, up to 9th February. 


a  — 





BRITISH INDIA. 


ELECTRIC FANS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in India reports 
that a firm of British manufacturers’ representatives in Calcutta 
are desirous of securing the sole agency, for India, of a United 
Kingdom manufacturer of electric fans. (Reference No. 120.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Depariment of Overseas Trade. 


ee 





AUSTRALIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, general conditions of contract, drawings 
and tender forms in connection with a call for tenders by the 
Melbourne City Council, Melbourne, as follow :— 

(1) ROTARY CONVERTERS.—For the supply and delivery oi 


(two) 2,000 K.w. rotary converters with transformers ani 
accessories. (Contract No. 473.) 


(2) SWITCHGEAR AND ACCESSORIES.—For the supply and 
delivery of (a) 600 volt direct current switchgear and accessories: 
(b) 6,600 volt 3-phase switchgear and accessories. (Contract 
No. 474.) 

Copies of the specifications, etc., may be obtained on deposi 
of £1 1s., which will be refunded in the case of bona-fide tenders 
A duplicate copy will be supplied to tenderers, on request, without 
charge, and extra copies on payment of 5s. per copy. Each 
tenderer has the option of sending his deposit to the Corporations 
agents, Messrs. Mcllwraith McEacharn and Co., of Billiter Square, 
London, E.C.3. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by th 
Chairman, Electric Supply Committee, Town Hall, Melbourne, up 
to 2 p.m., on 12th April. Tenders must be accompanied by 4 
preliminary deposit on the following scale:—£5 for tenders no! 
exceeding £200; £10 for tenders over £200 but not exceeding 
£500; £15 for tenders over £500 but not exceeding £1,000; £2) 
for tenders over £1,000 but not exceeding £2,000, and 1 per cent. 
of the value of the offer of over £2,000. Local representation i! 
necessary. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specifications, etc., may le 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office 
Deparfment of Overseas Trade, 73. Basinghall Street, London. 
E.C.2. 

FILAMENT LAMPS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner hai 
also forwarded a copy of the specification, general conditions 0 
tender, and tender form in connection with a call for tenders by 
the Victorian Government Railways Commissioners for the supp! 
and delivery of metal filament lamps and carbon filament lamp* 
(Contract No. 32927.) 

Sealed tenders. on the proper forms, will be received up ® 
11 a.m. on 3lst March by the Secretary for Railways. Spent 
Street, Melbourne. Tenders must be accompanied by 4 per cet 
of the total amount of the offer. Local representation is necessatv 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., mav ™ 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Offic 
Denartment of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinchall Street, London, 
E.C.2. : 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOP 
AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House. Strand, Lo 
don, W.C.2. whence further information may he obtained:— | 

HARDWARE, CROCKERY. AND GENERAL JRO 
VONGERY.—A Melbourne firm desire to get into touch ™ 
United Kingdom suppliers of hardware, glassware. chinawatt, 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





and enamelled ware. A representative of this firm is at present 
in London. (Reference No. 89/4/30.) 

[NorE.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Information Bureau, at 
the above address, quoting the reference number.] 











CANADA. 

CHINAWARE, SILKS, LINENS, TOYS, AND FANCY 
GOODS.—A large departmental store in Hamilton, Ontario, 1s 
desirous of hearing trom United Kingdom firms offering china- 
ware, silks, dress goods, linens, handkerchiets, damask | table 
centres, toys, and fancy goods in the Canadian market. (Reference 
No. 121.) | . 

WOOLLENS AND HOSIERY.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Montreal is desirous of representing United Kingdom manutac- 
turers of moderate-priced British woollens suitable for clothing 
manufacturers, and also of hosiery. (Reference No. 122.) 

DRESS GUODS AND LINENS.—A manufacturers’ agent 1 
Montreal desires to represent Umited Kingdom manufacturers 
of dress goods (woollens, silks, washing goods) and linens, damasks 
(plain and fancy), on a commission basis, for Ontario, Quebec, 
and the Maritime Provinces. (Reference No. 123.) . 

DRY GOODS.—A_manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires 
to represent United Kingdom firms interested in dry goods, on a 
commission basis, in Canada. (Reference No. 124.) 

DRESS GOODS AND DRY GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent 
in Toronto desires to represent United Kingdom suppliers of dress 
soods. silks, laces, hosiery and underwear, etc., for the whole of 
Canada, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 125.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
CANADA, 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. All replies shoald be sent direct to the foregoing address. 

UMBRELLA COVERS.—An Ottawa firm are in the market for 
umbrella covers, and would like to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR HOMINY.—A London firm, who are 
acting on behalf of a Canadian manufacturer of hominy, would 
like to hear from users and distributors in the United Kingdom. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Oflice, Portland House, 75, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— ; 

NEEDLE WIRE.—A Canadian manufacturing company desire 
the addresses of United Kingdom manufacturers of latch needle 
wire, and also of hosiery spring needle wire suitable for knitting 
machines. . 

SERVICES OFFERED FOR INSPECTION AND PURCHASE 
OF CANADIAN GOODS.—A firm in Montreal, experts in the 
inspection of foodstuffs, metals, raw materials, and manufactured 
goods generally, are desirous of acting in that capacity tor 
United Kingdom firms buying Canadian products, and also under- 
taking the purchase of Canadian goods. _ 

MARKETS SOUGHT. 

MOLASSES, CORN AND CANE SYRUP.—A Montreal] firm 
state that “they are in a position to offer large quantities of 
molasses, also corn and cane syrup, in barrels and cans, on prices 
cif, Liverpool, and would like to hear from United Kingdom 
buyers, to whom they are prepared to supply samples. — 

SULPHUR DIOXIDE.—A Canadian company producing large 
quantities of sulphur dioxide (SO) both liquid and_ gas, 1s 
desirous of ascertaining the nature of the market existing for 1t 
in the United Kingdom. 

PULPWOOD TRACT.—A firm in Toronto is desirous of 
securing a purchaser for a valuable and extensive pulpwood tract. 

HAY.—A Canadian hay shipper, at present in this country, Is 
able to offer large ‘quantities of Canadian hay, for which trans- 
portation has been secured, and would be glad to hear from 
regular importers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

POWER STATION EQUIPMENT.—With reference to the 
notice on page 704 of the “Journal” of 4th December relative 
to a call for tenders by the Palmerston North Borough Council 
for the supply and delivery of complete power station equipment 
for municipal supply and tramway operation, the Ofticer-in-Charge 
of the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand reports 
(by cable) that the time limit in respect of the contract has been 
extended from 2nd March to 27th April. . 

Contract documents, plans and specifications may he inspected 
by British electrical manufacturers at the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, Room 40, 35, Old Queen Street, Lendon, 8.W.1. 


Que 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

TEXTILES, POTTERYWARE. CUTLERY. AND PROVI- 
SIONS.—A member of a firm of South African agents 1s at 
present in this countrv with a view to securing additional 
agencies for his firm. for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
sheetings, shirtings, calicoes. muslins, zephyrs, ginghams, voiles, 
long cloth, hollands. prints. indigoes, suitings, cotton and woollen 
underclothing, hosiery, and garments; also potteryware and 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





crockery, cutlery, and all kinds of manufactured groceries. (Re- 
ference No. 126. 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, HARDWARE 
CROCKERY, ETC.—A business man, at present in this country 
and having a lengthy experience of trade in South Africa, is 
desirous of securing agencies for that market for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, agricultural implements, 
steam tractors, crockery, glass and cutlery. (Reference No. 127.) 

FANCY GOODS, STATIONERY AND HARDWARE.—A 
member of a Cape Town firm of manufacturers’ agents is at 
present in this country and desires to secure agencies for fancy 
goods, stationery, and hardware (e.g. aluminium utensils). (Ref- 
erence No. 128.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

PLANT.—With reference to the notice on p. 746 of the 
‘* Journal ” of 11th December, relative to a call for tenders by the 
Municipal] Council of Johannesburg for the supply and delivery 
of plant, abattoirs, Newtown (Contract No. 952). it is announced 
that the time limit in respect of the contract has been extended 
from Sth February to noon on 29th March. 


EGYPT. 

ROUND AND FLAT BARS, MILD STEEL SHEETS. ETC.— 
A well recommended firm in Egypt are desirous of entering into 
direct communication with English and Scotch firms who are in 
a position to quote for the following :—Round and flat bars of al! 
sizes; mild steel sheets, 7 4, 3 and?! inch thick: and 
galvanised flat and corrugated sheets. (Reference No. 129.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


EUROPE. 














BELGIUM, 
CLOTH, LINING AND BUTTONS.—An agent in Brussels de- 


sires to obtain an agency on comission to represent British man- 
ufacturers of cloth, lining, and buttons. The applicant is in 
touch with the leading tailors of Brussels. (Reference No. 130.) 

SEA-SALT, TEA, COFFEE, AND RICE.—An Antwerp firm 
desires to purchase, or act as sole depdt for, supplies of coarse 
sea-salt. The firm are also interested in tea, coffee, and rice 
(wholesale trade). (Reference No. 131.) 

BINDER TWINE, STRING, AND STEEL CABLES.—An 
agent at Ans, with 20 years’ experiencgin the trade, wishes to 
obtain an agency on commission, or with depot, for the s:le of 
binder twine, string, and steel cables. (Reference No. 132.) 

CHEMICALS, INDUSTRIAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
PRODUCTS, ORE, ETC.—A wholesale firm at Liége with eleven 
years’ experience in the trade, desire to make purchases of 
chemicals, industrial and pharmaceutical products, and ore and 
— and also to obtain an agency with depot. (Reference No. 
133. 

Applications for names and addresses must be <:ent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE. 

CEMENT.—H.M. Consul, Nantes, reports that a British mer- 
chant resident in that town, wishes to represent, on a commussion 
basis, United Kingdom merchants and exporters of cement. 
(Reference No. 134.) 

OFFICE ACCESSORIES, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General in Paris 
reports that a recently-formed company in that city manufacturing 
lead pencils, wishes to represent United Kingdom firms, 
specialising in the manufacture of office accessories of all kinds 
such as erasers, pencil cases, penholders, pocket-knives, blotters 
and blotting pads, slates (with wooden frames), rulers, pens, 
index card cabinets, eto. (Reference No. 135.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 





GERMANY. 

TANNING EXTRACTS.—A German firm in Aachen desire 
to act as agents for British manufacturers of tanning extracts. 
The applicants state that they have previously acted as agents for 
the disposal of these materials, and give references. (Reference 
No. 156.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, ~ 





GREECE. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

TELEGRAPHIC MATERIAL.—H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
Athens has forwarded a copy-translation of a notice published in 
the “Official Gazette” of 7th/20th December, relative to a call 
for tenders by the Ministry of Communications for the supply 
of the following telegraphic material : 

(1) Wooden poles. 
(2) Galvanised wire. 
(3) Brass wire. 


(4) Insulators. 


) Tron supports. 
)} Telephone exchanges. 
Telephone cables. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—centinued. 





Manutacturers established in (ereece or abroad are accepted 
as tenderers. Offers for some of the above-mentioned articles 
and not for all will be accepted at the adjudication. 

Copies of the specifications and drawings may be obtained from 
the Ministry of Communications. 

Sealed tenders will be received by the Ministry of Communica- 
tions, Technical Direction of Telegraphs and Telephones, Athens, 


up to 13th May. All tenders, except those for the wooden 
poles, must be accompanied by samples. Tenderers must produce 
together with their tenders certificates showing that they have 
deposited a provisional guarantee at some bank at Athens, or 
a recognised bank abroad in the case of a foreign competitor, in 
the name of the Greek Government, for an amount equal to 
one-twentieth of the value fixed by him for each article offered. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary has also forwarded copies of the 
seven specifications (in French) which, together with the 
translation of the notice referred to above, may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Department. of Overseas Trade 
(Room 40), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 


GREECE (Crete.) 

ELECTRO-PLATE AND CUTLERY.—A Greek firm of com 
mission agents in Canea, Crete, wish to get into touch with 
British manufacturers of knives, forks, spoons, and trays, and 
to receive their catalogues. Goods must be of first quality. 
Correspondence in French or English. (Reference No. 137.) 

Applications for names ard addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








ee 


GREECE. TURKEY. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A merchant company tn 
London, one of whose representatives is proceeding to Greece and 
Turkey. desire to get into touch with British manufacturers who 
require to have commissions executed in Greece and Turkey. 
(Reference No. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


HUNGARY. 

MOTOR CARS.—A Hungarian engineer is desirous of acting 
as agent in Hungary for a British motor car company. (Feter- 
ence No. 159.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NETHERLANDS. 

LEATHER, FANCY LEATHER GOODS, TRAVELLING: 
REQUISITES, ETC.—An agent at Amsterdam wishes to secure 
representation in the Netherlands ot Umited Kingdom manufac- 
turers of suit cases, traveliing bags, leather trunks, attaché cases, 
and high-class fancy leather goods such as cigar cases, ladies’ 
bags, purses, blouse cases, collar boxes, music cases, motor 
cushions. ete. (Reference No. 140.) 

The Acting British Consul-General at Rotterdam reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries— 

BISCUITS AND TOFFEE.—<A commission agent for provisions, 
established at Haarlem, desires to represent a British manu- 
facturer of biscuits and toffee. (Reference No. 141.) 

WOOLLENS AND LININGS.—A_ commission agent = at 
Rotterdam desires to represent, in Holland :—(1) A Scotch manu- 
facturer of suitings for ladies’ and men’s wear, tweeds and over- 
coatings; (2) a Huddersfield manufacturer of fine worsteds, 
trouserings, suitings, tweeds and overcoatings; and (3) a British 
nianufacturer of printed linings, better-class naps. presidents and 
beavers. (Reference No. 142.) 

MOTORS AND CYCLES.—A firm of general merchants and 
commission agents at Amsterdam desire to secure the representa- 
tien, for Holland, of British manufacturers of motors and cycles, 
and parts and accessories thereof. (Reference No. 143.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NETHERLANDS “AND COLONIES. 

The Acting British Consul-General at Rotterdam reports the 
receipt of the following enquiry :— 

PAPER AND PAPER GOODS.—A firm of manufacturing 
stationers, publishers and paper dealers desire to obtain the 
representation, for the Netherlands and the Netherland East and 
West Indies, of British manufacturers of paper and paper goods. 
(Reference No. 144.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








SPAIN. 

METAL FITTINGS FOR GARTERS, ETC.—A British firm of 
importers and commission agents in Barcelona are desirous of 
vetting into touch with manufacturers of metal fittings used in 
the manufacture of garters, suspenders.: etc. (Reference No. 
145.} 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 











——__ 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





SWITZERLAND. 

TEXTILES AND YARNS.—<An agent in the district of Ziiric) 
Wishes to secure the representation, for the whole of Switzerland. 
of United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of woollen 
worsted, and cotton piece-goods, and yarns for the weaving 
knitting, and hosiery trades, and for ready-made hosiery, (Ret 
erence No. 146.) ; he 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. a 
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MESOPOTAMIA. 

PI ICE-GOODS AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE.—T), 

C vil Commissioner at Baghdad reports that a firm of merchants Tl 
in that town wish to get into touch with United Kingdom mam. 

facturers and brokers of piece-goods and general merchandise qT) 
with a view to obtaining agencies therefor. (Reference No. 147, 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 

Department of Overseas Trade. . Tl 

eile eee ereo 
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SMYRNAs } inch 


COPPER AND IRON SULPHATES, NAPHTHALENE, ET¢ list. 
—An Egyptian subject, abouc to proceed to Smyrna, desires 4, 
get into touch with British exporters of copper sulphate and itor 
sulphate for agricultural purposes, naphthalene in flakes and in . = 
balls, also chemical and pharmaceutical products in general. Th EE 
applicant prefers to work on commission, but is prepared in cer: 


fain cases to buy. Terms cash against documents, but credit 
preferred. Prices c.1.f. Smyrna are essential. Correspondence 
in English. (Reference No. 148.) : fo 


, 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. . 


Niniencnucnctigniiasinnienteny Tl 


SYRIA. of a 

GROCERIES, TEXTILES, LEATHER, ETC.; SYRIAN ppo. & “2 
DUCTS.—A Damascus firm of commission agents is anxious to » capa 
get into touch with British exporters of groceries, textiles, leather [of § 
etc., and with British importers of Syrian products. Correspon. amit 
dence should be in French. (Reference No. 149. «BB issue 


VELVETS, VELVETEENS AND VELOURS.—A firm of com. 
nsission agents, established in Beyrout, desire to get into touch 
with British manufacturers of velvets, velveteens and velours 
(Reference No, 150.) ; 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


FANCY GOODS, CUTLERY, HAIR NETS, ETC.—An 
American firm of importers, established in New York, are anxious 
to get into touch with Umited Kingdom manufacturers or er 
porters of human hair nets, silk hair nets. cutlery, fancy goods, 
notions, etc. (Reference No. 151.) : ane 

YARNS, LABOUR-SAVING MACHINERY.—-An agent, 
established in New York, wishes to communicate with British 
manufacturers of mercerised yarns, artificial silk yarns, worsted 
yarns, and light or heavy machinery of labour-saving nature, with 
a view to obtaining sole agency. (Reference No. 152.) | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 











LATIN AMERICA. 





CHILE. 

CHEMICALS AND DRUGS, TANNING MATERIALS, ETC. 
—A French general commission agent, with long experience in 
Chile, is desirous of representing British firms exporting chemicals 
and drugs, disinfectants, materials for the manufacture of per 
fumery, and tanning materials. (Reference No. 153.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


_—- 





MEXICO. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—An old-estab'ished firm 
export merchants, with resident agent in Mexico, desire the sole 
representation of first-class manufacturers for that country. (Re 
ference No. 154.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the ilies 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








Th 

PERU AND ECUADOR. of ay 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A representative of 4 280 Ik 
London house, shortly proceeding to Peru and Ecuador on ? fied ; 
prolonged business trip, is desirous of obtaining selling agencies with 
for United Kingdom firms interested in these markets. (Refer- (i.e. 
ence No, 155.) for w 
—_ unde 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


ALTERATION TO THE EXPORT 
PROHIBITED LIST. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
as from the 29th instant the following have been removed 
from List **A”’ or ‘*B” of Prohibited Exports :— 

Unitorm Clothing, Military, Naval, or Air Force. 
Whalebone, raw. 
Whale fins. 
Boats and cratt. 
That the tollowing heading should be deleted :— 
(A) Vessels, 
That the following heading should be added :— 
(A) Vessels of 15 tons and over. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
ereosote oil and anthracene oil (green oil) containing no 
substance suitable for making dyes or explosives, are not 
included under the coal-tar, etc., heading in the prohibited 
list. 











GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


FOOD SECTION 


SUGAR PRICES. 

The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply desires to 
make it known that 120s. per ewt., duty paid, ex-store, less 
15 per cent. discount has been fixed as the maximum 
‘“‘reasonable’’ price for all privately imported, or ‘‘free’’ 
sugar for sale to or re-sale by manufacturers from 26th 
January, 1920, until 21st February, 1920, inclusive. 








Sugar imported by the Royal Commission will be issued 
for manufacturing purposes at the following prices :— 
66s. per cwt. against Jam manufacturers’ vouchers (brown). 
110s. per ewt. against all other manufacturers’ vouchers 

(blue). 

The maintenance of this latter price will be dependent 
upon the course of prices in the world’s markets. 

Issues against manufacturers’ vouchers will continue to 
be made at the following rates :— 

Jam manufacturers’ vouchers (brown), 300 per cent of 
face value. 

Other manufacturers’ cent. ot 

face value. 


vouchers (blue), POO per 





WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 


1904. 


The following announcements by the Standards Department of the Board of Trade are to be substituted 


for those given in the ** Journal ’’ of 15th January : 


Notice 160, 

The Board ot Trade have examined and tested a pattern 
of a combined self-indicating and compound lever counter 
weighing machine of the form herewith shown, of 112 Ih. 
capacity, submitted to the Department under the provisions 
of Section 6 of the above Act. but as the result of the ex- 
amination was not satisfactory the Board have declined to 
issue a certificate of approval. 




















Notice 162. 

The Board of Trade have examined and tested the pattern 
of an automatic weighing instrument (of the capacity of 
280 Ib.) referred to in Notice 43, dated December, 1906, modi- 
fied so that by the substitution of a different supply shoot 
withont interference with the actual weighing mechanism 
(.e., an even armed beam scale) the instrument can be used 
for weighing oil seeds, and have issued a certificate (No. 120) 
under the provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, that the 





Notice 161. 

The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern 
of a weighing instrument described as a Butchers’ Siteel- 
yard (capacity 300 lb. by } 1b.), constructed on the principle 
ot the Danish steelyard, of the form herewith shown, sub- 
mitted to the Department under the provisions of Section 
G6 of the above Act, and have issued a certificate (No. 119) 
that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration 
of fraud. 
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A=Sliding bar graduated in 4+ oz. divisions from 0 to 2 lb. 

B=Handle for moving graduated steelvard as required to 
balance load. } 

C= Arrangement for lifting pawl] clear of notches. 





pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration of fraud 
when used for weighing oil seeds, provided the two supply 
shoots supplied with each machine are plainly identified 
with the machine by a common number or marking, and the 
feed mechanisms respectively are marked prominently: 

(a) For weighing grain ; 

(b) For weighing oil seeds; 
in such manner as to be clearly visible to the bystander or 
operator. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, 
and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 265, of 
1918, Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board of Trade to undermentioned companies” or 
individuals : — 

Abrahams, Hart and Company, 10, Griffiths Road, 

Wimbledon, S.W.19. 

Chesterwood Mines Company, County Chambers, 52, West- 
gate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Diamond Edge, Ltd., 27, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 

Hacobin Brothers and Company. 37, Mincing Lane, E.C. 3. 

Holford, Walter Ernest, 33, Eisie Road, East Dulwich, 

S.E. 22. 

Miller, Frank, trading as IF. Miller and Company, 12, 

Leadenhall Street, E.C. 











—$—$—$——_—_—__—__=>— 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURNS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 


Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 





during the weck and 4 weeks ended 22nd January, 1920: 


Week 4 Weeks Week 4 Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 
22nd Jan., 22ndJan., 22nd Jan., 22nd Jan., 
1920. 1920. 1920. 1920. 








IMPO RTS. EXP ORTS. 








Bales. Bales. Bales. * Bales. 
American .. .., 130,234 323, 39 2,375 5,805 
Brazilian .. - 4,426 7,220 88 1,011 
East Indian = 3,062 11,031 9.118 11, 79 
Egyptian .. »-| 25,117 70,255 38 3 25, 12 
Miscellaneous .. = -2, 266" | 42,578 511 1545 





Total .. 165,105 514,623 5,475 45,552 





*Including 47 bales British East African. 

tIncluding 363 bales British West Indian, 335 bales 
British West African, 4,852 bales British East African, and 
181 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 24th 
January, 1920, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 





| 


Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 


os. d. s. d. 8. 

Week ended 24th Jan., 1920 72 7 108 11 57 
Corresponding week in— | 
1913 31 


1914 ol 
1915 52 
1916 08 
1917 

1918 
1919 





20 
19 
32 
47 
48 
49 


t 
_ : 
Te OOOH 


*Soction 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of oats. 
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H.M. Commercial Counsellors, 
Secretaries, Ete. 





EUROPE. 


J. Addison, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Embassy 
Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.’’) : : 

Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M 
Embassy, Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.’’) 


. BELGIUM. 
R. FF. H. Duke, M.B.E., Commercial Secreta 
3, rue Belliard, Brussels. (‘‘Commintell, Bruxelles in 
H. Kershaw, Commercial Secretary, 8, rue Belliard, 
Brussels. (‘‘Commintell, Bruxelles.’’) 


| SWITZERLAND. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation 
Berne. (‘‘Commintell, Berne.’’) ~ 


NETHERLANDS. 

R. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary. 16, Netti 
straat, The Hague. "6 
DENMARK. 

R. M. Turner, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legati 
Copenhagen. (*‘Commintell, Copenhagen.’’) ™ 


NORWAY. 

C. L. Paus, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation 
Christiania, , " 
GERMANY. 

Lieut.-Col. J. W. F. Thelwall, M.C., Couunercial Com 
missioner, British Military Mission, Berlin. (“Brit 

commissar, Berlin.’’) 

T. Robbins, Commercial Commissioner, British Military 
Mission, Berlin. 

Major C. J. Kavanagh, Commercial Commissioner, Hot 
Monopole, Cologne. 

SPAIN. 

Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 9 

Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintel!, Madrid.’’) | 


PORTUGAL. 
Geoffrey Salis, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Lisbon. 
ITALY. 
Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.BM 
Embassy, Rome. (‘‘Commintell, Rome.’’) 

W. H. Haslain, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embagsy 
Rome. (‘‘Commintell, Rome.’’) 
GREECE. 

EK. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary, H.BM. 

Legation, Athens. (‘‘Commintell, Athens.’’) 


ROUMANIA. 

A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, 33, Strada General 
Gh. Manu (fosta Verde), Bucarest. (‘‘Commintell, 
Bucarest.’’) 

AUSTRIA. 

O. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., H.M. Commercial Commissioner, 

c/o British Embassy, Vienna. (‘‘Commintell, Vienna.”) 
BULGARIA. 

Capt. W. B. Heard, Commercial Commissioner, c/o Britith 

Legation, Sofia. 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
R. H. B. Lockhart, Commercial Secretary, H.BM. 


Legation, Prague. 
HUNGARY. 
R. J. EK. Humphreys, Commercial Commissioner. 
POLAND. 
R. E. Kimens, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.BM. 
Legation, Warsaw. (‘‘Commintell, Warsaw.’’) : 
RUSSIA. 
J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
W. Peters, Commercial Commissioner. (Now at Depart 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
TURKEY. 
Capt. C. H. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretaty, 
c/o British High Commissioner, Constantinople 
(‘“‘Commintell, Constantinople.’’) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


J. J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. (‘‘Commintell, Washington.’’) 3 

Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, Washington. (<Commintel, 
Washington.’’) 


- — 
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